
MOTION

SECONDED BY:PRESENTED

The City of Los Angeles should explore ways to utilize goats as another method to mitigate fire 
risks in hillside areas and Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zones.

I FURTHER MOVE to instruct the LAFD to report back on the steps to implement a pilot 
program to utilize goats as a brush clearance strategy and identify parcels within High Fire Severity Zones 
to participate.

Properties who fail to meet these standards in the first inspection are charged a $31 inspection fee 
and issued a Notice of Non-Compliance, if passed, this fee is waived and no further inspections are 
conducted. If found non-compliant, the property then undergoes a second inspection, and if the property 
still fails to meet standards, a $764 second inspection fee is issued, in which the fee is waived if the owner 
passes inspection. If the property fails both inspections, the city sends out a contractor to conduct brush 
clearance, charging owners an additional $1,526 Administrative fee and the cost for the contractor to 
conduct the work.

Currently, the city has contracts with 11 service providers for brush, weed, and refuse abatement 
services in which up to $3.5 million a year is allocated for this service. However, manual brush clearance 
can be costly due to the specialized and labor intensive nature of the work and the specific licenses 
required to perform the tasks.

I THEREFORE MOVE to instruct the Los Angeles Fire Department (LAFD), with the assistance 
from the City Attorney and Chief Legislative Analyst, to report back within 60 days on the feasibility and 
costs of utilizing goats for brush mitigation, including contracts within other jurisdictions that utilize 
goats.

Brush fires are igniting at an alarming and increasing rate, leaving hillside communities in Los 
Angeles continuously vulnerable to catastrophic wildfires. To mitigate this risk, property owners in “Very 
High Fire Hazard Severity Zones” are required to maintain their property year-round in accordance with 
the Fire Code (LAMC 57.4906.5.2).

Other jurisdictions in California such as Laguna Niguel, Pasadena, and Riverside, utilize goats for 
brush clearance because they are more sustainable, goats naturally fertilize the soil, and combat invasive 
plant species and the growth of future invasive plants. The Los Angeles County Fire Department recently 
conducted a demonstration that showcased the use of 150 goats and sheep for effective vegetation 
management because of their ability to work in steep terrain and generate less noise and disturbances than 
mechanical tools.
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