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- COMMUNITY IMPACT STATEMENT - 
 
 
Council File: 25-0869 
 
Title: Charter Reform Commission / Outreach and Engagement Plan 
 
Position: For if Amended 
 
 
Summary: 
 
The North Westwood Neighborhood Council (NWWNC) strongly supports the 
ongoing review and modernization of the Los Angeles City Charter and urges the 
inclusion of reforms that expand and strengthen the role of Neighborhood Councils 
(NCs) in City governance. As the City celebrates two decades under the current 
charter, this is an essential opportunity to reaffirm the core principle of local 
empowerment by enhancing how NCs interact with City Hall and other agencies. 
 

1.​ Expand the Reach of Community Impact Statements (CIS): 
Currently, CIS submissions are limited primarily to the City Council, its committees, or 
City commissions. We urge the City Charter revision to allow NCs to submit CIS 
statements to other government bodies, such as state and federal legislative bodies, 
similar to the current capabilities for LA City or County Agencies, Departments, or 
Bureaus. This would ensure that NC perspectives are considered in cross-jurisdictional 
issues—especially those involving transportation, housing, or infrastructure—where 
local voices are most directly affected. 
 

2.​ Improve CIS Infrastructure and Accessibility: 
Currently, CIS submissions are only attached to Council Files. We recommend the 
creation of a summary and response system within the Council File Management 
System (CFMS) that highlights key CIS positions for Neighborhood Councils. This 
improvement would make NC positions more visible and actionable in the legislative 
process, ensuring that community input is not merely filed but actively integrated into 
deliberations. 
 

3.​ Strengthen Public Comment Access and Representation: 
We support granting Neighborhood Council representatives a guaranteed 
opportunity to speak during City Council public comment—particularly on 
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non-agenda items where local expertise is most valuable. Furthermore, the City 
should expand access to virtual public comment, ensuring that online speakers are 
consistently heard and recorded. Equal access for remote participants promotes 
transparency and civic participation across all regions of Los Angeles. 
 
Strengthening these mechanisms will ensure that local governance remains 
participatory, representative, and reflective of Los Angeles’ diverse communities.​
 


