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- COMMUNITY IMPACT STATEMENT - 
 

 
Council File: 25-0930 
 
Title: Bike Lanes / Emergency Vehicle Access / Response Times 
 
Position:  For if Amended 
 
Summary: 
 
The North Westwood Neighborhood Council supports efforts to permit transit, bike, 
and other non-car roadway lanes to be used by emergency vehicles. Emergency 
vehicles are frequently impeded when drivers do not move out of a travel lane during 
periods of high congestion, negatively impacting response times. Along with 
dedicated transit priority lanes, bike lanes that are wide enough to be used by 
emergency vehicles offer a solution to this problem, as is already common practice in 
many other cities and countries.  
 
The NACTO Urban Bikeway Design Guide (3rd Ed.), which is the gold-standard design 
manual, recommends that consideration be given to make bike lanes usable by 
emergency vehicles, including adequate width and semi-permeable materials. 
Additionally, the NACTO-recommended ridable width (which does not include the 1-2 
foot gutter) is 8.5-12.5 feet for one-way protected bike lanes and 13 feet for two-way 
protected lanes . These widths are adequate for emergency vehicle use.  
 
However, limitations often exist that preclude the implementation of preferred 
widths. The NACTO minimum rideable width for one-way protected bike lanes of 6.5 
feet, while already wider than outdated City design criteria, does not permit 
emergency vehicle use. The minimum rideable width for two-way lanes of 8 feet may 
be wide enough for emergency vehicle use, but street conditions do not always allow 
for a safe two-way design.  
 
We support recent amendments to this motion that include reports on how such a 
requirement would impact Mobility Plan implementation, and ask that this motion 
be amended further to ensure that: 

1. Exceptions to the requirement be permitted where the necessary lane widths 
are not feasible, and will negatively impact the implementation or safety of the 
bikeway design.  

https://nacto.org/publication/urban-bikeway-design-guide/


 
 

2. Future emergency vehicle procurement criteria include consideration of 
design features that allow for easier navigation of transit lanes, bike lanes, other 
non-car lanes, and narrow streets, such as vehicle widths and turn radii. 

 


