


 

Community Impact Statement (CIS)​
Council Files: 25-0962 & 25-0974 

Position: Support if Amended 

Summary: 

The Historic Highland Park Neighborhood Council supports the goals of the ShadeLA program 
to expand Los Angeles’ tree canopy as a vital strategy to combat climate change and improve 
livability. However, our support is conditional on two key amendments: 1)That all trees planted 
through the program be 100% native to California, to ensure biodiversity and ecological 
resilience. 2) That underserved communities, including Northeast Los Angeles and Highland 
Park in particular, receive priority consideration for new tree planting and canopy investment.​
 

Statement: 

ShadeLA represents a much-needed investment in Los Angeles’ urban canopy, yet the current 
framework in Council Files 25-0962 and 25-0974 fails to address two essential issues: 
biodiversity and equitable implementation. 

Los Angeles is in a biodiversity crisis. Currently, only about 3% of street trees and less than 15% 
of park trees are native species. Native trees provide critical habitat for pollinators, birds, and 
other wildlife and are essential to maintaining ecosystem health in our region—recognized as 
one of the most important biodiversity hotspots on the planet. Scientific consensus indicates that 
a minimum of 70% native flora is required to sustain biodiversity, and ShadeLA is a key 
opportunity to move toward that goal. 

We also emphasize the importance of environmental equity. Historically, communities like 
Highland Park and much of Northeast Los Angeles have suffered from limited shade canopy, 
higher heat exposure, and underinvestment in green infrastructure. These neighborhoods must 
be prioritized for new native tree plantings to ensure that the benefits of ShadeLA are distributed 
fairly across the city. 



The Historic Highland Park Neighborhood Council supports ShadeLA only if amended to (1) 
plant 100% California native trees and (2) prioritize historically underserved areas, including 
Highland Park and Northeast LA. These amendments will ensure that the program addresses 
both climate and biodiversity crises—while advancing equity for communities most impacted by 
heat and environmental injustice. 

 


