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CHC-2025-2721-HCM
2635-2645 N. Nottingham Avenue; 2651 N. Nottingham Place
Page 2 of 6

VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP
Director of Planning

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]

Ken Bernstein, AICP, Principal City Planner Lambert M. Giessinger, Senior Architect
Office of Historic Resources Office of Historic Resources

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]
Melissa Jones, City Planner Andrez Parra, Planning Assistant

Office of Historic Resources Office of Historic Resources
Attachments: Commission/Staff Site Inspection Photos—July 10, 2025

Historic-Cultural Monument Application



CHC-2025-2721-HCM
2635-2645 N. Nottingham Avenue; 2651 N. Nottingham Place
Page 3 of 6

FINDINGS

e The Wong Residence “embodies distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method
of construction” as an excellent example of single-family residence designed in the Mid-
Century Modern architectural style.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument as
any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon), building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles if it meets at least one of the
following criteria:

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies significant
contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, state, city or
community;

2. Is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local
history; or

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; or
represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual genius
influenced his or her age.

SUMMARY

The Wong Residence is a one story, single-family residence with an attached garage located on the
southwest corner of Nottingham Place and Nottingham Avenue in Los Feliz. Constructed in 1969, the
subject property was designed in the Mid-Century Modern architectural style by master architects
Conrad Buff (1926-1989) and Donald Hensman (1924-2002) for Ronald T. Wong and his wife, Ruth
Jee.

Roughly L-shaped in plan, the subject property is of post-and-beam construction with stucco cladding
and has a flat roof with wide overhanging eaves and exposed rafter tails clad in rolled asphalt roofing.
There are solar panels on a portion of the roof. The primary, north-facing elevation is composed of
three sections: an eastern wing, a recessed portion in the center, and a west wing containing the
garage. The eastern wing has paneling separated by wood supports and outriggers that extend
beyond the roof line and span the east-facing facade. The recessed center portion features the
primary entrance composed of double wood slab doors. Fronting the doors is the outrigger covered
with a trellis that frames the tiled walkway. The western wing features an exposed wood string course
and a slightly recessed wood double-bay garage door. On the rear, south-facing elevation there are
floor-to-ceiling fixed windows and sliding doors flanked by plaster wall panels. The sliding doors lead
out onto a raised wood deck that overlooks a large pool and landscaped yard. A chimney on the
eastern facade is also visible from the rear.

Interior features of the subject property include wood floors; tiled entry that continues from the exterior
tiled walkway; exposed wood ceiling beams; exposed wood ceiling planks; a fireplace with an
elevated hearth; wood plank wall cladding; and wood built-ins.

The subject property has experienced a number of alterations over the years such as the addition of
a retaining wall in 1970; the installation of a swimming pool in 1976; and the addition of a detached
accessory dwelling unit and recreation room with an attached deck on piles in 2021.
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Conrad Buff Ill was born in Glendale and grew up in Eagle Rock in Los Angeles in 1926. Buff IlI
attended local Eagle Rock schools and served in the Navy during World War Il in Maryland between
1942-1945. After the war, he enrolled in the University of Southern California (USC) School of
Architecture, where he met Donald Hensman. Prior to graduation from USC in 1952, Buff and
Hensman formed their architectural practice through which they designed tract and model homes for
various developers. Later, both men returned to teach at USC while they were working professionals.
Along with Hensman, Buff designed several notable properties such as the Case Study House No.
20B (Saul Bass House, 1958) in Altadena and the Case Study House No. 28 (1966) in Thousand
Oaks, along with the Richard and Carol Soucek King House, aka Arroyo del Rey, in Pasadena (1979).
Buff died in 1988 at the age of 62.

Donald Charles Hensman was born in Omaha, Nebraska, in 1924 but grew up in Hollywood,
California. He served in the Navy during World War Il, and following the war, he attended the USC
School of Architecture on the Gl Bill, where he met Buff and formed their architectural partnership.
Hensman taught design at USC from 1952 until 1963 and was chairman of the USC/American
Institute of Architects’s education committee. Hensman passed away in Pasadena in 2002 at the age
of 78.

The subject property was identified in the citywide historic resources survey, SurveyLA, as individually
eligible for listing under the state and local designation programs as an excellent example of Mid-
Century Modern residential architecture in Los Feliz, and as the work of master architects Buff,
Straub, and Hensman.

DISCUSSION
The Wong Residence meets one of the criteria for designation under the Cultural Heritage Ordinance.

The subject property “embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of
construction” as an excellent example of a single-family residence designed in the Mid-Century
Modern architectural style.

The Mid-Century Modern architectural style encompasses a broad range of idioms and sub-styles
that became popular after World War Il. Largely influenced by the Case Study House Program that
occurred between 1945 and 1966, the style generally emphasizes the direct expression of structural
systems, the relationship between the indoor and outdoor spaces, and a lack of ornamentation. The
subject property exhibits several characteristic features of the style, particularly the post-and-beam
sub-style, including exposed wood beams, floor-to-ceiling windows, metal flush mounted windows,
horizontal massing, and a low-pitched roof with overhanging eaves.

While the applicant also argues the subject property “represents a notable work of a master designer,
builder, or architect whose individual genius influenced his or her age” as a significant example of the
work of master architects Conrad Buff and Donald Hensman, there is not sufficient information
provided in the nomination to support this finding. The preparer did not analyze the subject property
in relation to the firm’s body of work to evaluate significance as a notable work of Buff and Hensman,
and did not express why the Wong Residence is a “significant example” of their work. The firm of Buff
and Hensman was closely associated with the post-and-beam method of construction of postwar
Modernism and was well known for the design of single-family residences that include several widely
recognized significant works such as the Case Study House #20B/Saul Bass House in Altadena
(1958, National Register of Historic Places), the Case Study House #28 in Thousand Oaks (1965,
National Register of Historic Places), and the Arroyo Del Rey/King Residence in Pasadena (1979,
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Pasadena Designated Monument). There were also multiple commissions in Los Angeles by Buff and
Hensman that were identified in SurveyLA as eligible for listing under local and state designation
programs: Chun House located at 2295 N. Verde Oak Drive (1960); the Binstock House located at
12251 W. Richwood Drive (1969); 1360 N. Laurel Way (1970); and 3012 N. Roscomare Road (1973).

Although the subject property has experienced some alterations over the years, it retains a high level

of integrity of location, design, setting, workmanship, materials, feeling, and association to convey its
significance.

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (“CEQA”) FINDINGS

State of California CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 “consists of actions taken by
regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the maintenance,
restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory process involves
procedures for protection of the environment.”

State of California CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 “consists of prcjects limited
to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, conservation or
reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating,
Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic buildings.”

The designation of the Wong Residence as an Historic-Cultural Monument in accordance with
Chapter 9, Atrticle 1, of The City of Los Angeles Administrative Code (“LAAC”) will ensure that future
construction activities involving the subject property are regulated in accordance with Section
22.171.14 of the LAAC. The purpose of the designation is to prevent significant impacts to an Historic-
Cultural Monument through the application of the standards set forth in the LAAC. Without the
regulation imposed by way of the pending designation, the historic significance and integrity of the
subject property could be lost through incompatible alterations and new construction and the
demolition of an irreplaceable historic site/open space. The Secretary of the Interior's Standards for
Rehabilitation are expressly incorporated into the LAAC and provide standards concerning the
historically appropriate construction activities which will ensure the continued preservation of the
subject property.

The City of Los Angeles has determined based on the whole of the administrative record, that
substantial evidence supports that the Project is exempt from CEQA pursuant to CEQA Guidelines
Section Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 and Class 31, and none of the exceptions to a categorical
exemption pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 applies. The project was found to be
exempt based on the following:

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed designation
is consistent with the goals of maintaining, restoring, enhancing, and protecting the
environment through the imposition of regulations designed to prevent the degradation
of Historic-Cultural Monuments.

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 31 in connection with the proposed
designation is consistent with the goals relating to the preservation, rehabilitation,
restoration and reconstruction of historic buildings and sites in a manner consistent
with the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties.

Categorical Exemption ENV-2025-2722-CE was prepared on July 11, 2025.
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BACKGROUND

On May 13, 2025, the Director of Planning determined that the application for the proposed
designation of the subject property as an Historic-Cultural Monument was complete. On June 5, 2025,
the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to take the subject property under consideration as a
potential Historic-Cultural Monument. On July 10, 2025, a subcommittee of the Commission
consisting of Commissioners Kanner and Buelna conducted a site inspection of the property,
accompanied by staff from the Office of Historic Resources.
































































































Los Angeles Department of City Planning

RECOMMENDATION REPORT

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION CASE NO.: CHC-2025-2721-HCM
ENV-2025-2722-CE
HEARING DATE: June 5, 2025
TIME: 1(_)300 AM Location: 2635-2645 N. Nottingham Avenue;
PLACE: City Hall, Room 1010 2651 N. Nottingham Place
200 N. Spring Street Council District: 4 — Raman
Los Angeles, CA 90012 Community Plan Area: Hollywood
and teleconference (see Land Use Designation: Very Low Il Residential
agenda for login Zoning: RE11-1
information) Area Planning Commission: Central
Neighborhood Council: Los Feliz
EXPIRATION DATE: June 12, 2025 Legal Description: Tract 5337, Lot 122
PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the
WONG RESIDENCE
REQUEST: Declare the property an Historic-Cultural Monument
OWNER: Michelle N. Jubelirer, Trustee
Jubelirer Living Trust
2651 Nottingham Place
Los Angeles, CA 90027
Michelle N. Jubelirer, Trustee
Jubelirer Trust
1025 N. Brand Boulevard, Suite 230
Glendale, CA 91202
APPLICANT: Michael Markarian
MB3 Consulting
1025 N. Brand Boulevard, Suite 230
Glendale, CA 91202
PREPARER: Charles J. Fisher
140 S. Avenue 57
Highland Park, CA 90042
RECOMMENDATION That the Cultural Heritage Commission:

1. Take the property under consideration as an Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles
Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10 because the
application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal warrants further

investigation.

2. Adopt the report findings.
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VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP
Director of Planning

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]

Ken Bernstein, AICP, Principal City Planner Lambert M. Giessinger, Senior Architect
Office of Historic Resources Office of Historic Resources

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]
Melissa Jones, City Planner Andrez Parra, Planning Assistant

Office of Historic Resources Office of Historic Resources

Attachment: Historic-Cultural Monument Application
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SUMMARY

The Wong Residence is a one story, single-family residence with an attached garage located on the
southwest corner of Nottingham Place and Nottingham Avenue in Los Feliz. Constructed in 1969, the
subject property was designed in the Mid-Century Modern architectural style by master architects
Conrad Buff (1926-1989) and Donald Hensman (1924-2002) for Ronald T. Wong and his wife, Ruth
Jee.

Roughly L-shaped in plan, the subject property is of post-and-beam construction with stucco cladding
and has a flat roof with wide overhanging eaves and exposed rafter tails clad in rolled asphalt roofing.
There are solar panels on a portion of the roof. The primary, north-facing elevation is composed of
three sections: an eastern wing, a recessed portion in the center, and a west wing containing the
garage. The eastern wing has paneling separated by wood supports and outriggers that extend beyond
the roof line and span the east-facing facade. The recessed center portion features the primary
entrance composed of double wood slab doors. Fronting the doors is the outrigger covered with a trellis
that frames the tiled walkway. The western wing features an exposed wood string course and a slightly
recessed wood double-bay garage door. On the rear, south-facing elevation there are floor-to-ceiling
fixed windows and sliding doors flanked by plaster wall panels. The sliding doors lead out onto a raised
wood deck that overlooks a large pool and landscaped yard. A chimney on the eastern facade is also
visible from the rear.

Interior features of the subject property include wood floors; tiled entry that continues from the exterior
tiled walkway; exposed wood ceiling beams; exposed wood ceiling planks; a fireplace with an elevated
hearth; wood plank wall cladding; and wood built-ins.

The subject property has experienced a number of alterations over the years such as the addition of a
retaining wall in 1970; the installation of a swimming pool in 1976; and the addition of a detached
accessory dwelling unit and recreation room with an attached deck on piles in 2021.

Conrad Buff lll was born in Glendale and grew up in Eagle Rock in Los Angeles in 1926. Buff lll attended
local Eagle Rock schools and served in the Navy during World War Il in Maryland between 1942-1945.
After the war, he enrolled in the University of Southern California (USC) School of Architecture, where
he met Donald Hensman. Prior to graduation from USC in 1952, Buff and Hensman formed their
architectural practice through which they designed tract and model homes for various developers.
Later, both men returned to teach at USC while they were working professionals. Along with Hensman,
Buff designed several notable properties such as the Case Study House No. 20B (Saul Bass House,
1958) in Altadena and the Case Study House No. 28 (1966) in Thousand Oaks, along with the Richard
and Carol Soucek King House, aka Arroyo del Rey, in Pasadena (1979). Buff died in 1988 at the age
of 62.

Donald Charles Hensman was born in Omaha, Nebraska, in 1924 but grew up in Hollywood, California.
He served in the Navy during World War Il, and following the war, he attended the USC School of
Architecture on the Gl Bill, where he met Buff and formed their architectural partnership. Hensman
taught design at USC from 1952 until 1963 and was chairman of the USC/American Institute of
Architects’s education committee. Hensman passed away in Pasadena in 2002 at the age of 78.

The subject property was identified in the citywide historic resources survey, SurveyLA, as individually
eligible for listing under the state and local designation programs as an excellent example of Mid-
Century Modern residential architecture in Los Feliz, and as the work of master architects Buff, Straub,
and Hensman.
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CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument as any
site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon), building or structure of particular
historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles if it meets at least one of the following criteria:

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies significant
contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, state, city or
community;

2. s associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local
history; or

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; or
represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual genius
influenced his or her age.

FINDINGS

Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that the
application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further investigation
as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument.

BACKGROUND

On May 13, 2025, the Director of Planning determined that the application for the proposed designation
of the subject property as an Historic-Cultural Monument was complete.
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Wong Residence
2651 Nottingham Place
Architectural Description

This single-story International style single family residence, which utilizes post
and beam construction, is designed in a L-shaped plan with swimming pool at the
rear. The exterior is clad in a smooth stucco. The house has a flat composition
roof, an attached garage in the right front wing and a deep porch entry flowing in
where the two wings come together with no windows in the front facade. The rear
facade has seven large floor to ceiling fixed pane and sliding windows opening out
to a wooden deck overlooking the swimming pool. An open wood and wire railing
was recently added to the deck. The main entrance is inset at the rear of the front
porch and has a double wooden doors.

Architectural details very wide eaves at the rear supported by 2”X 6” rafters which
cross the width of the house with the exposed ceiling being the same plank pattern
as the underside of the caves. The rafters extend to the front of the house and reach
out to an open bargeboard across the front of the main house going into the garage
wing. Expose wooden posts support each of the rafters in the exterior walls. A
white brick exterior chimney is on the outer wall of the West facade. In addition
to the afore mentioned rear porch railing, other alterations include the addition of
the swimming pool in 1976, two rows of solar panels to the roof and a replacement
garage door.

Interior features include hardwood floors, open beam plank ceilings (as noted
before), an open floorplan, including an open kitchen within the living-dining room
area, a brick fireplace with an elevated heath covered in large tiles, and a built-in
elevated buffet in the dining area.

Additional structures include a detached ADU & recreation room at the rear of the
property built in 2021.

Summary

2651 Nottingham Place embodies the distinctive characteristics of the International
architectural style, making it a valuable resource for the study of mid-20th century
architecture in Los Angeles, and more specifically, as a noteworthy example of the
architectural style of the firm of Buff and Hensman.



The citywide historic resources survey, SurveylLA, identified the subject property
as individually eligible for listing under the national, state, and local designation
programs, citing it as an excellent example of Mid-Century Modern residential
architecture in Los Feliz; work of master architects Buff, Straub & Hensman.






In 1888, a portion the Rancho Los Feliz, along with of Lots 15 and 17 of the Lick Tract
was subdivided by Griffith. In 1912, a portion of the Griffith Tract was subdivided as
Hillhurst Park. A portion of acreage Lots 136 and 137 were subdivided into Tract No.
5337 on April 10, 1924.

Records indicate that the Wong’s may have owned hillside Lot 122 of Tract No. 5337 as
early as 1960, but may not have been able to build their personal home there as the racial
covenants that encumbered much of the subdivided land in California were not
completely eliminated until 1968. The Wongs took out the permit to build the house in
December of that year.

The architects they hired were two of the best in the business. Their partnership began
unofficially in 1948, while both were attending the University of Southern California
(USC) School of Architecture and working together designing tract and model homes
(but prior to beginning their practice), Buff and Hensman were asked by the Dean of the
School of Architecture to take over the teaching duties left by the death of a senior
professor. This meant that both Buff and Hensman were at the same time working
professionals, students and teachers, all before being licensed or graduating. Both
continued to teach and be associated with USC for many years.

Conrad Buff III (August 5, 1926 - October 10, 1988) was born in Eagle Rock, Los
Angeles, California on August 5, 1926, to the creators of children's books Mary and
Conrad Buff. His father Conrad Buff II was also a painter of the American southwest.
Family acquaintances included architects Richard J. Neutra and Rudolph M. Schindler as
well as opera singer Lawrence Tibbett. Redesigning the Buff II garage was one of
Neutra's first architectural commissions in Los Angeles. Buff III attended local Eagle
Rock schools. He graduated from U.S.C. School of Architecture in 1952. For ten years
Buff was a faculty member of USC contributing design curriculum. Conrad served in the
Navy in World War II at a base in Maryland, which was where he met his wife Elizabeth
(Libby), a skipper's yeoman in the WAVES; film editor Conrad Buff IV is their son.
After the War, Conrad decided to enroll at USC School of Architecture, where he met
Donald Hensman, who had also just returned from the War.

Donald Charles Hensman was born in Omaha, Nebraska on October 19, 1924 and grew
up in Hollywood, California. He served in the navy during World War II, as a parachute
rigger in the South Pacific, and entered the USC architecture program by way of the GI
Bill. It was at USC that Hensman met Conrad Buff III. Buff and Hensman were
designers of tract homes for a number of regional developers. He returned to teach



architecture at his alma mater, USC from 1952 to 1963. He was eventually made assistant
professor within USC's design curriculum and was chairman of the joint USC/American
Institute of Architects education committee. Hensman remained active in the Pasadena
architectural community until his death there on December 9, 2002.

The partnership originally included fellow USC alum and professor, Calvin C. Straub.
Few architects and educators have had such a pervasive influence on architecture as
Calvin C Straub. He created an important body of work as the senior partner of Buff
Straub and Hensmen. His work was widely published in Sunset Magazine and
considered highly influential in shaping the vision iconography of the post-World War II
contemporary southern Californian style. His and the firms work bridged the gap between
the influences of early arts and crafts architects and the early California modernists,
creating a uniquely regional architectural form. For this work and his educational
contributions he was described in "Toward a simpler way of Life" as "the father of
California post and beam architecture". After serving in the Navy, Straub lectured at
USC from 1946 to 1961. Moving to Scottsdale, AZ in 1961 and joining the faculty at the
College of Architecture at Arizona State University.

The Buff, Straub, and Hensman firm's masterwork was Case Study House No. 20, the
Saul Bass House (Altadena, 1958). It was built of factory-produced stressed skin panels
and plywood vaults. Despite thorough engineering calculations, the architects were not
awarded a building permit until a sample plywood vault had been temporarily erected and
loaded with weights. Its open plan introduced the concept of zoning: the owner's zone
with studio office, garden, master bedroom & bath; a formal zone with living and dining
rooms and entry atrium, a family zone with kitchen, family room, dining terrace, two
additional bedrooms and swimming pool.

Case Study House No. 28 (Thousand Oaks, 1966) was the last single family home built in
the series. At 4,500 square feet, it was one of the largest in the series. The architects
designed the house with classic concept in modern architecture of merging interior and
exterior spaces through glass expanses and seamless materials. Face brick was
incorporated into the house since it is located on a knoll overlooking a development
where this was the unifying material. Previous houses in the program consisted primarily
of glass and exposed steel, but the Janss Development Corporation and Pacific Clay
Products wanted to demonstrate the advantages of the alternative materials.

For the Wong Residence, the design utilizes post and beam construction to allow for an
open floorplan and a glass rear wall, opening up to the view of the city, taking full



advantage of the hillside location. The clean lines of the home are pure International
style, leaving the house to blend in with its surroundings. The swimming pool, which

was built three years after the house, takes full advantage of the open design and rear
deck.

The International Style is a major architectural style and movement that began in Western
Europe in the 1920s and dominated modern architecture until the 1970s. It is defined by
strict adherence to functional and utilitarian designs and construction methods, typically
expressed through minimalism. The style is characterized by modular and rectilinear
forms, flat surfaces devoid of ornamentation and decoration, open and airy interiors that
blend with the exterior, and the use of glass, steel, and concrete.

The use of wood and stucco, in lieu of steel and concrete in this house, while following
the International Style design helps to give the structure a more organic look and feel.
The post an beam construction is done in a manner to give the structure a much lighter
look, giving it the clean lines and lack of ornamentation of the International Style. In fact
most of the International Style houses that are Los Angeles HCMs are built of wood and
stucco.

Donald Tong Wong was born in Guangzhou, Shunde, Guangdong, China on February 1,
1919, as Yen Tong Wong, and was brought to the United States at the age of 5 in 1924.
He was naturalized sometime prior to 1940. He graduated from University of California
at Berkeley in 1942 with a BS in Public Health and then entered the Army the following
year. After the war, he earned a doctorate in dentistry from the University of California
at San Francisco. He then moved to Long Beach and married Ruth Jee on September 30,
1947. He practiced dentistry in Long Beach for 44 years. With three daughters, the new
house gave them more space for their family.

The Wongs sold the subject house to Dr. Nicholas M. and Dr. Katherine Barky on June 9,
1976 and ultimately settled in Westminster California, where Donald Wong passed away
on October 8, 2010, at the age of 91. No record as been found on Ruth’s passing. She
would be 100 this year.

Mikulas Barky was a native of Dunajskd Streda, in what is now Slovakia, on March 4,
1939. He and his wife, originally Katarina Brezina, immigrated on July 15, 1969 and he
changed his name to Nicholas Barky at that time. She was born in the same place on
November 10, 1943. They were naturalized in 1975. Dr. Nicholas Barky was an
anesthesiologist.



The Barkys appear to have divorced around 1987 and Katherine deeded her interest in the
house to her ex-husband and remarried to a man named Lowe and moved to Corona,
California and eventually to Jackson, Wyoming.

Nicholas Barky married again in 1991, to a woman named Alice May, adding her to the
title on August 13, 1991. On April 5, 2006, the Barkys sold the house to independent
film producer and director David Moreton and retired to Santa Maria, California, where
Dr. Barky passed away on April 27, 2011, at the age of 72.

Born on June 2, 1965, Moreton grew up in Salt Lake City, Utah. Much of his work
involves LGBTQ themed films. An electric vehicle charging station was installed during
Moreton’s ownership. He sold it on August 9, 2010 to the Baxter’s Playhouse Trust,
which belonged to actors Scarlett Johannson and Ryan Reynolds, who lived in the house
for the next two years.

On May 16, 2012, the property was acquired by artist and climate activist Marcus Oliver
Reymann. Reymann is originally from Texas and according to Culturunners.com:

“Markus Reymann is director of TBA21-Academy, which he co-founded in 2011, a
contemporary art organization fostering interdisciplinary dialogue and exchange
surrounding the most urgent ecological, social and economic issues facing the oceans
today. In March 2019, TBA21-Academy launched Open Space, a new global port for
ocean literacy, research and advocacy. In September 2020, TBA21-Academy started the
first fall semester of Ocean Uni, a tuition-free and collaborative pedagogical initiative.
Latched to the launch of the UN Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development
(2021-2030). Ocean / Uni invites exchange and debate to garner knowledges and stake
out new perspectives on the oceans and their intractable destabilizations.”

Reymann sold the property to the current owner on April 25, 2017. Considerable work
has been done since then to restore the house and upgrade the electric system. A
sensitively designed ADU and recreation room was added to the property in 2020.

The Wong Residence qualifies for Los Angeles Historic Cultural Monument status under
category 3, as it “embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or
method of construction; or represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or
architect whose individual genius influenced his or her age” as it embodies the distinctive
characteristics of the International style, with post and beam construction, making it a
valuable resource for the study of mid-20th century Modern architecture in Los Angeles,


Culturunners.com

and more specifically, as an exceptional example of the International architectural style.
It is also a significant example of the work of mater architects Conrad Buff III and
Donald C. Hensman.

The Wong Residence is listed in several sources as one of Buff and Hensman’s more
significant projects:

1956 Mello Residence, Pasadena, CA

1958 Saul Bass Residence (Case Study House #20B), Altadena, CA
1959 Frank Residence, Pasadena, CA

1961 John Thomson Residence, Pasadena, CA

1962 Sidney Fine Residence, Pasadena, CA

1962 Residence for Mr. Steve McQueen, Los Angeles, CA

1963 Residence for Mr. & Mrs. Marcus Whiffen, Phoenix AZ

1963 Harry Roth Residence, Beverly Hills, CA

1965 Case Study House #28, Thousand Oaks, CA

1967 M. C. Gill Residence, Pasadena, CA

1968 Renovation for Judge Sandra Day O'Connor, Paradise Valley, AZ
1969 Laurence Harvey Residence, Palm Springs CA

1969 Wong Residence, Los Angeles, CA

1983 Harry Dorsey Residence, Playa del Rey, CA

The Wong House was fairly late in the firm’s initial period. Utilizing the International
Style, similar to many other of the firm’s designs, the Wong House has its own unique
feel, with the rear orientation over the swimming pool being its most iconic fagade,

The citywide historic resources survey, SurveyLA, singles the subject property out as an
excellent example of modern architecture and identified the subject property as
individually eligible for listing under the national, state, and local registers even though it
was less than 50 years old at the time of the survey.









Wong Residence
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Building Permit History
2651 Nottingham Place
Los Feliz

December 10, 1968: Grading Permit No. LA79381 to provide building pad for
construction of new residence. See dwelling application.
Owner: Dr. and Mrs. Ronald T. Wong
Architect: Buff & Hensman
Engineer: None

Contractor: Owner
Cost: 1,200 cubic yards

December 10, 1968:  Building Permit No. LA79382 to construct a 1-story 2,766
square foot frame and stucco single family residence and
attached garage at 2651 Nottingham Place on Lot 122 of Tract
No. 5337.

Owner: Dr. and Mrs. Ronald T. Wong
Architect: Buff & Hensman

Engineer: None

Contractor: Owner

Cost: $50,000.00

January 16, 1970: Building Permit No.LLA02697 to construct a 50’ long 5’ high
retaining wall
Owner: Dr. Ronald T. Wong
Architect: None
Engineer: George L. Benton

Contractor: McKnight Construction
Cost: $800.00

August 13, 1976: Building Permit No. LA31148 to contracta 52° X 22° 8.6 foot
deep swimming pool
Owner: Nicholas Bakky
Architect: None
Engineer: R. J. Kolodzie;j
Contractor: Anthony Pools
Cost: $10,000.00



August 23, 1994:

June 27, 2011:

March 24, 2021:

November 2, 2022:

Building Permit No. VN57397 install modified roof per 24511
& CBO 3992, 44 squares.

Owner: Nicholas Barky

Architect: None

Engineer: Heinz Meier

Contractor: GES Roofing

Cost: $12,000.00

Electrical Permit No. WO14113350 to install electric vehicle
charging deck.

Owner: Mihaela Evans Trustee, Baxter Playhouse Trust
Architect: None

Engineer: George J Fosdyke

Contractor: Aerovironment Inc.

Cost: Not Shown

Building Permit No. ON41212 to construct a new ASU and
recreation room (No interconnection between deck and ADU)
with attached deck on piles.

Owner: Michelle N Jubelirer Trustee, Jubelrer Living Trust
Architect: Ben Curtis Sturgill

Engineer: Alexandre Basso and Richard Rybak

Contractor: The Machina Group, Inc

Cost: $100,000.00

Electrical Permit No. WO24157362 to upgrade service to class
320.

Owner: Michelle N Jubelirer Trustee, Jubelrer Living Trust
Architect: None

Engineer: None

Contractor: Jeff Retich Electric, Inc.

Cost: Not Shown
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