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November 19, 2025 

Los Angeles City Council 
City Hall 
200 N. Spring St. 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

 

RE: CF 25-1083 Regarding the impact and implementation of SB79 

Empowerment Congress West Area Neighborhood Council (ECWA) submits this Community Impact 

Statement, in support of  CF25-1083 regarding the impact and implementation of  SB 79 

Previously, in May 2025, ECWA submitted a CIS supporting CF 25-0002-S19, a motion for the city to 

oppose SB79, along with many other Neighborhood Councils.  The motion was passed by city council, 

and the city formally adopted an opposition position. Though the bill has passed, many of our stated 

original concerns remain. As a part of negotiation and amendment on the bill, provisions were included to 

allow cities leeway in implementation of the bill. 

Given the persistent concerns that formed the basis for the city’s opposition, we implore the city to 

continue its protections along these issues and minimize conflict with our diligently created new Housing 

Element. SB79 specifically allows for waivers or exemption along certain issues via Delayed 

Implementation and/or a local Alternate Plan. These areas include Fire Zones, Historic Designates, and 

Low Resource Areas.   

Low Resource exemption is of particular concern to stakeholders as our area has a higher-than-average 

concentration of these zones and is particularly vulnerable to the potential negative effects of speculative 

activity via residential redevelopment of occupied housing. Especially via a bill that contains a glaring 

loophole in any requirement to provide Affordable Housing. None is required for projects of 10 or fewer 

units. At the same time, our local stock of ownership opportunities is lower than many wealthier areas of 

the city, despite the need for multi-generational housing. Yet the area is poised to have greater reduction 

than other areas due to the higher concentration of transit. This is an issue of stark conflict with our 

Housing Element which seeks to concentrate up zoning in Higher Resource areas. 

Implementing SB79 “As-is” (an option stated by City Planning) ignores concerns and leaves better 

outcomes, as allowed, on the table. We implore the city to expend effort and aggressively pursue SB79 

options via exemption, Delayed Implementation, and/or Alternate Plan to provide our city with the best 

possible results. 

 




