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Community Impact Statement 

Re: Support for Phased Implementation and Citywide Delayed Effectuation of SB 79 – 
Option 1 (Corridor Transition Expansion) 

The Historic Highland Park Neighborhood Council (HHPNC) supports the City’s recommended 
phased implementation strategy for SB 79, including a citywide delayed effectuation through 
upzoning ordinances while the City evaluates appropriate density increases in sensitive 
communities. 

SB 79 provides an opportunity to expand land available for mixed-income, multifamily 
development near transit in alignment with state housing law, the 2021–2029 Housing Element, 
and Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing (AFFH) goals. However, careful calibration is 
essential; particularly in lower-opportunity areas, Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zones 
(VHFHSZs), and neighborhoods with significant concentrations of historic and cultural 
landmarks. 

HHPNC supports the Department’s recommendation that the City Council instruct the creation 
of an ordinance to expand applicability of housing incentive programs while allowing time for 
thoughtful analysis and refinement.  

We specifically support Option 1: Corridor Transition (CT) Expansion as the most measured 
approach among the presented options. While this option extends incentives to parcels within 
half-mile buffers of eligible transit stations and select higher or moderate opportunity census 
tracts, it represents the lightest rezoning framework and preserves eligibility for delayed 
effectuation citywide. 

Highland Park is a transit-served community that supports increased housing production; 
particularly mixed-income and affordable housing near transit corridors. At the same time, 
growth must be introduced responsibly and transparently, with clear community engagement 
and protections for neighborhood character and safety. 

For these reasons, HHPNC supports the Department’s recommended phased implementation 
strategy and Option 1 as a balanced, responsible path forward. 


