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There is a very clear mandate both in the State of California's public resources code and as adopted by the City
Council that the sale of excess/surplus lands located in the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy Zone must
FIRST be offered to the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy for first right of refusal (see codes below). It is
difficult to understand why a motion was introduced that included the sale of lands in the SMMC Zone without
following this mandated process; no NC should support a motion that violates state law and is in conflict with
city policy. See: https://cityclerk.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2021/21-1470_ord 187505 7-4-22.pdf See:
https://smmtf.org/press-release-paul-koretz-03-22-2022/ See:
https://california.public.law/codes/public_resources_code_section_33207 Public Resources Code section
33207 (a)Areas offered for open-space dedication or trail easement by any person, and lands offered for sale
because of tax delinquency, shall not be lost to public use if they are necessary to meet any of the provisions of
this division. The conservancy shall serve as a repository for these lands and interest in land and for this
purpose may accept dedication of fee title, easements, development rights, or other interests.(b)The
conservancy shall have the first right of refusal on any property within the zone presently owned by a public
agency and scheduled for disposal as excess lands, except where such lands are designated for acquisition as a
park or recreation area by a federal, state, or local agency. The conservancy shall have the right to acquire such
lands at the disposing agency’s purchase price plus any administrative and management costs incurred by the
disposing agency. The disposing agency shall have the right of first refusal to reacquire property which was
acquired by the conservancy pursuant to this division at the price paid by the conservancy before any
administrative costs incurred by the conservancy when the land is not to be used for the purposes of this
division and is to be sold by the Real Estate Services Division of the Department of General Services. Source:
Section 33207,
https://leginfo.-legislature.-ca.-gov/faces/codes_displaySection.-xhtml?lawCode=PRC§ionNum=33207.-
(updated Jan. 1, 1979; accessed Nov. 10, 2025).



