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-COMMUNITY IMPACT STATEMENT- 

Council File:  25-1392 

Title:  Air Support Division Deployment Model / Los Angeles Police Department 

Position:  Oppose 

Summary: 

The Los Feliz Neighborhood Council opposes the purported findings of the Board of 
Police Commissioners report, which attempts to justify an additional $18 million 
expenditure to purchase additional helicopters for the Los Angeles Police Department 
(LAPD) Air Support Division (ASD). 

A recent audit by the LA City Controller found that that for the nearly $50 million 
spent annually on LAPD ASD, 61% of flight time was not spent on high priority 
incidents, instead being used for transportation, routine patrols, and ceremonial 
flights, including passenger transport for a “Chili Fly-In” and a golf tournament fly-by. 
On average, two LAPD helicopters are flying 20 hours a day, every day of the year. The 
carbon emissions of LAPD ASD alone in a single year equates to over 19 million miles 
driven by gas-powered passenger cars. The Board of Police Commissioner’s report 
mentions this audit, but fails to mention any of its conclusions regarding waste and 
abuse in the LAPD ASD. 

The Board of Police Commissioner’s report justifies the use of helicopter patrols by 
referencing a 1970, LAPD-funded report. The statistical analyses performed in the oft-
referenced report lack a meaningful control and instead rely on comparison against a 
loosely validated “predictive” model to determine effectiveness. The report then 
makes causal claims about helicopter policing, regardless of the study’s lack of a 
meaningful control. 

The Board of Police Commissioner’s report also fails to consider the impact of 
confounding variables in the statistical information presented. While the report lists 
higher suspect apprehension rates for pursuits involving ASD helicopters, the report 
does not acknowledge that pursuits that request helicopters also likely have higher 
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related resource allocations (more officers and squad cars involved) than pursuits that 
do not request helicopter support. Causal claims that helicopters increase 
apprehension rates cannot be made without appropriate controlling for these 
variables. 

Recent independent analyses indicate that police helicopters have a negligible 
impact on crime and are cost-ineffective relative to available alternatives (Whitehead, 
2002; Steingrímsdóttir, 2024). Additionally, studies have shown that increasing 
background noise by 4.1 decibels causes a 6.6% increase in the violent crime rate 
(Hener, 2022). The typical noise level of a helicopters flying at the Los Angeles lower 
altitude limit of 1000 ft is 78 decibels. This increases to 87 decibels for typical LAPD 
helicopter operation at 500 ft. The constant disruption of easily-identified, low-flying 
LAPD helicopters harms public relations at a time when public trust in the LAPD is 
already strained. 
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