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 The Enforcement Agency and Monitoring Agency — this is the agency or agencies
that will monitor each measure and ensure that it is implemented in accordance with
this MMP.

e Monitoring Phase / Monitoring Actions — this is the timeframe that monitoring would
occur and the criteria that would determine when the measure has been accomplished
and/or the monitoring actions to be undertaken to ensure the measure is implemented.
All the identified mitigation measures are to be implemented through the City's
imposition of conditions of approval on future discretionary projects. These mitigation
measures shall be imposed as a condition of approval subject to the City’s authority
to condition the applicable entitlement.

This MMP shall be enforced throughout all phases of development projects subject to the
mitigation measures. The Applicant shall be responsible for implementing each mitigation
measure and shall be obligated to provide certification, as identified below, to the
appropriate monitoring agency and the appropriate enforcement agency that each project
design feature and mitigation measure has been implemented. The Applicant shall
maintain records demonstrating compliance with each project design feature and
mitigation measure. Such records shall be made available to the City upon request.
Further, specifically during the construction phase (including excavation, grading and
demolition) and prior to the issuance of building permits, the Applicant shall retain an
independent Construction Monitor (either via the City or through a third-party consultant),
approved by the Department of City Planning, who shall be responsible for monitoring
implementation of mitigation measures during construction activities consistent with the
monitoring phase and frequency set forth in this MMP. The Construction Monitor shall
also prepare documentation of the Applicant’'s compliance with the mitigation measures
during construction every 90 days. The documentation must be signed by the Applicant
and Construction Monitor and be maintained by the Applicant. The Construction Monitor
shall be obligated to immediately report to the Enforcement Agency any non-compliance
with the mitigation measures within two business days if the Applicant does not correct
the non-compliance within a reasonable time of notification to the Applicant by the monitor
or if the non-compliance is repeated. Such noncompliance shall be appropriately
addressed by the Enforcement Agency. Until two years after all mitigation measures are
fully satisfied, the Applicant and Owner shall maintain all records of mitigation measure
compliance (e.g., reports, studies, certifications, verifications, monitoring or mitigation
plans) and make available for the City’s inspection within three business days of the City
requesting the records. All records related to construction shall be maintained on the site
during construction and shall be immediately available for inspection by the City or by the
Construction Monitor. The Applicant/Owner shall also sign a Statement of Compliance, in
a form approved by the City, prior to any building permit, committing to compliance with
all applicable mitigation measures.

Modifications. The project shall be in substantial conformance with the mitigation
measures contained in this MMP. The enforcing departments or agencies may determine
substantial conformance with mitigation measures in the MMP in their reasonable
discretion. If the department or agency cannot find substantial conformance, a mitigation
measure may be modified or deleted as follows: the enforcing department or agency, or
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the decision maker for a subsequent discretionary project related approval, complies with
CEQA Guidelines, including sections 15162 and 15164, by preparing an addendum or
subsequent environmental clearance to analyze the impacts from the modifications to or
deletion of the mitigation measures. Any addendum or subsequent CEQA clearance shall
explain why the mitigation measure is no longer needed, not feasible, or the other basis
for modifying or deleting the project design feature or mitigation measure. Under this
process, the modification or deletion of a mitigation measure shall not require a
modification to any project discretionary approval unless the Director of Planning also
finds that the change to the mitigation measures results in a substantial change to the
Project or the non-environmental conditions of approval.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Envicom Corporation (Envicom) has prepared this Biological Resources Assessment for the 10777
Winnetka Avenue Project (Project) located in the Chatsworth area of incorporated City of Los Angeles,
Assessor’s Parcel Number (APN) 2707-003-008 (subject property). The subject property is located within
the Monteria Estates community. This report provides a biological assessment report pursuant to measure
4.3-1(a) of the Mitigation Monitoring Program for Citywide Housing Element 2021-2029 and Safety
Element Updates’ Final Environmental Impact Report (FEIR). It follows standard California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) thresholds of significance as outlined in CEQA Appendix G. The
report was written and prepared by Mr. Jim Anderson, Principal Biologist at Envicom, and Mr. Cameron
Cesa, Staff Biologist at Envicom. Form CP-4075 is provided as Appendix 7.

2.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

In summary, a biological survey of the site was conducted by Envicom in September 2024. During the
survey, no sensitive and/or rare vegetation communities or habitats were identified within the Survey Area.
Further, no special-status or federally- or state-listed plant or wildlife species were observed. Based on an
analysis of the potential for occurrence of special-status species relative to the Survey Area, there is some
limited potential for two (2) special-status wildlife as well as some nesting birds to occur onsite, and there
is no reasonable potential for any special-status plants to occur onsite. There are no streams or other
waterbodies onsite or adjacent to the site, and the subject property is not of any particular importance to
wildlife movement. Implementation of mitigation measures for pre-construction special-status wildlife and
nesting bird surveys specified in Section 6.0 of this report would ensure that potentially occurring special-
status wildlife and nesting birds are avoided.

3.0 PROJECT OVERVIEW

Project Description

The Project proposes to subdivide the approximately 11.50-acre subject property into five (5) lots as
indicated on Appendix 1, Tentative Tract Map 83950. Proposed Lot 2 is currently developed with an
existing single-family home and associated amenities/accessory structures and would not be developed
further or modified. The other four (4) undeveloped lots would be developed with single-family homes and
access driveways.

Select demolition activities would occur on Proposed Lot 1, including removal of two (2) existing small
storage sheds and an outdoor basketball court. Also, all existing wrought iron fencing on Proposed Lot 1
and Lot 4 would be removed.

Project Location

The approximately 11.50-acre subject property (Survey Area) is located in the Chatsworth area of
incorporated City of Los Angeles, within the Monteria Estates community at the intersection of Winnetka
Ave and Northridge Road (Figure 1, Project Location Map). The nearest major freeway is the CA-118
approximately 0.6-mile north. The nearest open space area is approximately 0.5 miles north on the south
side of the CA-118 freeway. The Survey Area is surrounded by single-family residential development on
all sides and is centrally located within an urbanized residential arca. Figure 2, Aerial Image of Survey
Area and Photo Locations shows an aerial image of the Survey Area as well as provides orientation for
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where and which direction the site photographs were taken during the biological survey. Plates 1-3,
Representative Photographs of Site Conditions, shows color photographs taken at the time of the survey.

Site History

Proposed Lot 2 is developed with a single-family residence and associated amenities including a pool,
driveway, landscaping, and accessory structures. This portion of the property is not proposed to be further
developed or modified at this time. The other four (4) proposed lots are undeveloped and are proposed to
be developed with four (4) single-family residences. The undeveloped proposed lots contain two (2) small
storage sheds, an outdoor basketball court, some wrought iron fencing, and chain link fencing around the
perimeter of the site. Google Earth Pro aerial imagery' shows that the undeveloped portion of the property
has been repeatedly mowed or cleared for at least three (3) decades. During the biological site visit, it was
observed that the ground-level vegetation had been recently mowed or cleared.

There is no documentation of any major fire having burned the site within the last several decades. The
nearest and most recent fire to have burned through the general area was the 1970 Clampitt Fire, which
burned approximately 115,537 acres including part of what is now Monteria Estates. The only other
documented fire to have affected the general area is the 1950 Browns Canyon/Limekiln fire, which burned
approximately 4,233 acres.

Existing Physical/Natural Site Features

Elevations at the subject property range between approximately 1,000-1,040 feet above mean sea level. The
site is mostly flat with gentle slopes throughout in some areas. However, no major landforms or significant
geomorphological features were observed during the survey of the site. Further, there are no unique physical
characteristics such as cliff faces, rock outcrops, bluffs, or stream banks that have particular biological
value. Per the United States Fish and Wildlife (USFWS) FWS Critical Habitat Mapper, the site is not
located within federally designated critical habitat for any endangered or protected species. The USFWS
National Wetlands Inventory Wetlands Mapper does not show any streams or other water features on the
site. The site is typical of highly urbanized areas that support primarily non-native grasses and forbs habitats
as well as ornamental plants associated with landscaping. The soils at the site consist entirely of Chualar-
Urban land complex, 2 to 9 percent slopes, which is sandy loam whose parent material is mixed alluvium
derived from igneous and sedimentary rock.

4.0 SURVEY METHODS

Pre-Field Evaluation

A literature review was performed that included information available in standard biological references and
relevant lists and databases pertaining to the status and known occurrences of sensitive and special-status
biological resources. Other sources of information included aerial photographs, topographic maps, soil
survey maps, climatic data, and relevant policy documents. The following sources were among those
reviewed in preparation for field surveys, or that were consulted during preparation of this report (for a
complete list see the references section):

' Version 7.3.6.9796, accessed September 13, 2024.
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« Biogeographic Irformation and Observation System (BIOS), California Department of Fish and
Wildlife (CDFW), data as of September 5, 2024;

o Cal fornia Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB) Rarefind 5 report for the 7.5 United States
Geological Survey (USGS) Oat Mountain quadrangle and eight surrounding quadrangles, CDFW,
data as of September 5, 2024;

« California Native Plant Society (CNPS) Inventory ¢f Rare and Endangered Vascular Plants ¢f
Cal fornia report for the 7.5° USGS Oat Mountain quadrangle and eight surrounding quadrangles,
CNPS, data as of September 5, 2024;

o FWS Critical Habitat Mapper for Threatened and Endangered Species, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (USFWS), data as of September 5, 2024;

o USFWS Irformation, Planning, and Conservation System (IPaC) database, USFWS, data as of
December 11, 2024;

« California Wildl fe Habitat Relationships (CWHR) database, CDFW, data as of December 11,
2024,

o  USFWS National Wetlands Mapper, USFWS, data as of September 5, 2024;

o South Coast Missing Linkages Prcject: A Linkage Design for the Santa Monica Mountains-Sierra
Madre Connection, South Coast Wildlands, 2006;

« California Essential Connectivity Prcject: A Strategy for Conserving a Connected Cal fornia,
CalTrans and CDFW, February 2010;

«  Protected Areas for Wildl fe (PAWs) and Wildl fe Movement Pathways (WMPs) Report, ESA,
February 2021;

«  Protocols for Surveying and Evaluating Impacts to Special-Status Native Plant Populations and
Natural Communities, CDFW, March 10, 2018;

« List ¢f Special Vascular Plants, Bryophytes, and Lichens, CDFW, October 2024;
« California Natural Communities List, CDFW, June 1, 2023; and,
o Special Animals, CDFW, October 2024.

Lists generated for the CNDDB and the CNPS literature searches are provided as Appendix 2, CNDDB
and CNPS Database Results.

Biological Survey

A biological survey of the site was conducted by Mr. Cameron Cesa, Staff Biologist, of Envicom. The
survey was conducted on September 11, 2024, between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 10:15 a.m., in warm,
sunny conditions, with temperatures ranging between 64°F-71°F, and winds of 0-5 miles per hour. The
survey included a search for protected biological resources including rare, threatened, and endangered plant
and wildlife species, special habitats, and sensitive natural communities. The survey was performed by
slowly walking transects across the Survey Area and investigating particular areas thoroughly as necessary.
Proposed Lot 2 was evaluated from a distance using binoculars. The survey methodology resulted in a
thorough investigation of the entire Survey Area, which was entirely accessible on foot.

The vegetation and land cover in the Survey Area was mapped in the field using Google Earth Pro aerial
imagery captured in 2022. Where applicable, the vegetation and landcover observed were correlated with
the Cal fornia Natural Communities List (CDFW, June 2023). A complete inventory of vascular plants and
wildlife observed was recorded, with all species identified to the taxonomic level necessary to determine
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their status. Vascular plant species determinations were made using The Jepson Manual: Vascular Plants
¢f Cal fornia, 2nd edition (Baldwin B. et al. 2012). Photographs were taken as well to record site conditions
at the time of the surveys.

Plant species observed during the field survey are provided as Appendix 3, Vascular Plant Species
Observed, September 11, 2024. Vertebrate wildlife species were identified during the survey by direct
observation, sign (e.g., tracks, scat, or burrows), or vocalization. Wildlife species identification relied upon
Elbroch (2003), Reid (2006), Sibley (2016), and Stebbins (2003). Appendix 4, Wildlife Species Observed,
September 11, 2024, provides a listing of vertebrate wildlife species observed. Photographs of site
conditions are included as Plates 1-3.

Mr. Jim Anderson, Principal Biologist of Envicom, also conducted a walkover of the Project site on
December 12, 2024.

5.0 BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES

5.1 Vegetation and Plant Communities

The vegetation within the Survey Area was correlated with the Manual ¢f Cal fornia Vegetation Online
(Sawyer, J.O. et al., 2008, available online at vegetation.cnps.org) and the California Natural Communities
List (CDFW, June 1, 2023), where applicable. These documents provide lists and/or descriptions of plant
communities occurring in the State of California. In these documents plant communities are assigned a
conservation status rank (also known as “rarity rank™), which is used to determine the rarity of the plant
community. Plant communities with global or state status ranks of G1 through G3, or S1 through S3,
respectively, are rare and/or sensitive, and are referred to as “natural communities of special concern”. In
some cases, CDFW may classify vegetation communities as sensitive, regardless of their global or state
status ranks. Plant communities are classified based on plant species composition and abundance, as well
as the underlying abiotic conditions of the stand, such as slope, aspect, or soil type. A discussion of the
vegetation recorded within the Survey Area is provided below and is organized by habitat type.

One (1) native vegetation community was observed within the Survey Area, namely Coast Live Oak
(Quercus agr folia) Woodland Alliance. None of the other vegetation/landcover classes meet the criteria
for classification as a natural community as outlined in the Cal fornia Natural Communities List. Table 1,
Vegetation and Landcover Within Survey Area provides a summary of the vegetation and landcover
types within the Survey Area as well as the corresponding acreage. The map of the vegetation and landcover
recorded within the Survey Area is provided as Figure 3, Vegetation and Landcover Impacts Map.
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select individual native plants are present in areas mapped using this classification, including sacred datura
(Datura wrightii), turkey mullein (Croton setiger), vinegarweed (Trichostemma lanceolatum), narrowleaf
milkweed (A4sclepias fascicularis), and Spanish lotus (Acmispon americanus var. americanus). These
individual native species are commonly observed in areas dominated by non-native annual grasses and
forbs and do not constitute distinct natural vegetation communities that meet the criteria for classification
as any vegetation communities outlined in the Manual c¢f Calfornia Vegetation. This landcover
classification is not considered sensitive by the CDFW.

Individual Native Trees
Individual Coast Live Oak Trees

Individual native coast live oak trees located within the proposed development area are shown on Figure 3
for informational purposes. They are both located at the southern boundary of the Survey Area. There is
one (1) on proposed Lot 4 and one (1) on proposed Lot 5. These trees are not part of an oak woodland but
may be protected by the City’s Oak Tree Ordinance depending on their trunk size.

Other

Developed

Developed areas comprise an existing basketball court, two (2) existing storage sheds, and a single-family
residence and associated amenities.

Orchard

This landcover classification refers to a small orchard located on Proposed Lot 2. It comprises entirely
landscaped trees/shrubs, many of which are fruit or citrus trees.

5.1.1 Plant Communities/Habitats Listed in CNDDB

A review of the CDFW’s CNDDB Rarefind 5 application indicates that the following 13 Sensitive Plant
Communities/Habitats have been reported in the Oat Mountain and eight (8) surrounding quadrangles:

» California Walnut Woodland

» Cismontane Alkaline Marsh

« Mainland Cherry Forest

« Riversidian Alluvial Fan Sage Scrub

«  Southern California Threespine Stickleback Stream
« Southern Coast Live Oak Riparian Forest

«  Southern Cottonwood Willow Riparian Forest
« Southern Mixed Riparian Forest

«  Southern Riparian Scrub

« Southern Sycamore Alder Riparian Woodland
»  Southern Willow Scrub

« Valley Needlegrass Grassland

« Valley Oak Woodland.

The CNDDB and BIOS do not identify the presence of these Sensitive Plant Communities/Habitats in the
Survey Area. Further, none of these communities was observed in the Survey Area.
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5.2 Plant Species

A total of 29 vascular plant species were identified on September 11, 2024, including 11 native species (38
percent) and 18 non-native or introduced species (62 percent). A complete list of the vascular plant species
observed within the Survey Area is provided as Appendix 2.

The surveys also included a search for special-status plant species. Special-status plant species either have
unique biological significance, limited distribution, restricted habitat requirements, particular susceptibility
to human disturbance, or a combination of these factors. For the purposes of this report, special-status plant
species are those plants listed, proposed for listing, or candidates for listing as Threatened or Endangered
under the Federal Endangered Species Act (FESA); those listed or proposed for listing as Threatened or
Endangered under the California Endangered Species Act (CESA); those listed as Rare under the Native
Plant Protection Act; and plants on the CNPS Inventory of Rare and Endangered Vascular Plants with a
California Rare Plant Rank (CRPR) 1A (plants presumed extirpated in California and either rare or extinct
elsewhere), 1B (which includes plants considered to be rare, threatened, or endangered species in California
and elsewhere), 2A (plants presumed extirpated in California, but more common elsewhere), 2B (plants
rare, threatened, or endangered in California, but more common elsewhere), and 3 (plants about which more
information is needed - a review list). The term “special-status” is also used herein to denote species on the
CNPS Inventory with a CRPR 4 that have a limited distribution in California. The status codes for special-
status plants are included in Table 2, Status Codes for Special-Status Plants.

Special-Status Plant Species Observed

No rare, threatened, or endangered plant species were observed in the Survey Area on September 11, 2024.
Plant species observed consisted entirely of either ubiquitous invasive species or common native individual
plants.

Potential for Occurrence Analysis ¢ f Special-Status Plant Species

An evaluation of the potential for occurrence of special-status plant species within the Project area was
undertaken through a search of the CNDDB (CDFW 2024) and the CNPS Online Inventory of Rare and
Endangered Plants, 8" ed. (CNPS 2024) for species reported within the Oat Mountain quadrangle and the
surrounding eight quadrangles, including San Fernando, Santa Susana, Val Verde, Newhall, Mint Canyon,
Canoga Park, Calabasas, and Van Nuys. These lists are provided as Appendix 2. The analysis of the special-
status plants potentially occurring within the Survey Area is presented in Appendix 5, Potential for
Occurrence of Special-Status Plant Species, which provides a description of each species considered,
including growth form, blooming period, conservation status, primary habitat associations, and an
evaluation of their potential for occurrence in the Study Area. CRPR 4 ranked plants were not included in
the analysis. The analysis was based primarily on the habitat affinities and known distribution of the species,
as well as the experience of the surveying biologists. Most special-status plant species known to occur in
the region are precluded from occurring at the site due to lack of suitable habitat or because the site is
outside of the known range of the species. Other species, particularly perennial shrubs and many of the
perennial herbs, could be confirmed as absent as they were not found during the survey conducted in 2024.

There are no special-status plant species that were determined to have potential to occur within the Survey
Area. Special-status plants are not expected due to the highly disturbed and fragmented condition of the
site, which has been prone to repeated disturbances such as trampling, clearing, or mowing for many years.

Table 2
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species of birds can be expected to nest at the site in any given year. Nearly all species of birds, while
nesting, are protected by Fish and Game Code Section 3503 and 3503.5, and by the federal Migratory Bird
Treaty Act.

Special-Status Wildlife Species Observed

For the purposes of this report, special-status wildlife species are those species that are listed, proposed for
listing, or that meet the criteria for listing as Endangered or Threatened under FESA or CESA; and those
that are listed on the CDFW’s Special Animals list with a designation of SSC (California Species of Special
Concern) or CFP (California Fully Protected). Mandatory special consideration or protection of these
species is required pursuant to the FESA, CESA, and/or the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).
No wildlife species considered to be rare, threatened, endangered, or listed on the CDFW’s Special Animals
list were found during the survey of the site.

Potential for Occurrence cf Special-Status Wildlife Species

Several special-status wildlife species that were not observed during the survey have potential to occur in
the Survey Area and in the vicinity, even if in some cases only infrequently, in transit, or on a temporary
basis. An analysis of the potential for occurrence of special-status wildlife was undertaken through research
of the CDFW Natural Diversity Database using the Rarefind 5 application for special-status “elements” on
the Oat Mountain quadrangle and eight adjacent quadrangles. The potential for occurrence analysis is
provided as Appendix 6, Potential for Occurrence of Special-Status Wildlife Species, which includes
the species’ protected status, primary habitat associations, and an assessment of their potential for
occurrence. Status codes used for special-status wildlife are listed below in Table 3, Status Codes for
Special Status Wildlife. The potential for occurrence analysis provides an assessment for the potential of
special-status wildlife to occur within the Survey Area on the basis of their known distribution and habitat
requirements.

The following 11 special-status wildlife species were determined to have potential to occur in the Survey
Area, including two (2) insects, seven (7) birds, and two (2) bats. Most of these species have only low
potential to occur. Only the monarch butterfly and Cooper’s hawk have moderate or high potential to occur.
These species would occur only occasionally or temporarily within or over the Survey Area and with the
exception of Cooper’s hawk would not potentially reproduce at the site. For more information see Appendix

6.

Insects

The following special-status insect has potential to occur within the Survey Area whether foraging or as a
migrant but is not expected to reproduce within the Survey Area. Individuals of this species are not
protected, but overwintering roosts for monarch butterflies are considered sensitive. The site does not
contain suitable overwintering roosting habitat and therefore this species would not roost at the site.
Nonetheless, it could occur onsite as an individual to forage or while moving through the region:

»  Monarch — California overwintering population (Danaus plexippus population 1) [FC]

Also, the following special-status insect has low potential to occur temporarily within the Survey Area.
»  Crotch’s bumble bee (Bombus crotchii) [SC]
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suitable nesting habitat for most of these species or these species would be very unlikely to nest here. The
potential for occurrence of some of these species is quite low, but they have not been excluded because
their temporary presence at the site cannot be entirely discounted. Only the Cooper’s hawk has high
potential to occur within the Survey Area. All the following species, as well as all other potentially nesting
native birds, would be protected under the federal Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) and/or California
Fish and Game Code sections 3503, 3503.5, and 3511.

»  Burrowing owl (Athene cunicularia) [SC]

»  Cooper’s hawk (4ccipiter cooperii) [CDFW WL]

»  Swainson’s hawk (Buteo swainsonii) [CT]

» California horned lark (Eremophila alpetris actia) [CDFW WL]
» Loggerhead shrike (Lanius ludovicianus) [SSC]

»  White-tailed kite (Elanus leucurus) [CFP]

o Tri-colored blackbird (4gelaius tricolor) [CT]

Mammals

The following two (2) special-status bats could forage and/or roost temporarily in trees or structures in the
Survey Area. The site is not unique to these species and the species would not be reliant on the site to carry
out the various stages of their lifecycle. Rather, they have not been excluded because their temporary
presence at the site cannot be entirely ruled out given their level of mobility. The potential for occurrence
of both species is low.

» Pallid bat (4dntrozous pallidus) [SSC]
»  Western mastiff bat (Eumops perotis cali fornicus) [SSC]

5.5 Habitat Linkages and Wildlife Movement

Habitat linkages are physical connections that allow wildlife to move between areas of suitable habitat in
both undisturbed and fragmented landscapes. These can be critical at both the local and regional level.
Habitat linkages are necessary not only to access essential resources, such as water sources or habitat for
foraging, breeding, or cover, but also for dispersal and migration, to ensure the mixing of genes between
populations, and so wildlife can respond and adapt to environmental stress, and thus are necessary to
maintain healthy ecological and evolutionary processes. Wildlife corridors are areas of open space of
sufficient width to permit the movement of larger, mobile species to move from one major open space
region to another. Regional habitat linkages are larger wildlife corridors or regions of connectivity that are
important for movement of multiple species and maintenance of ecological processes at a regional scale.
Habitat loss and fragmentation are the leading threats to biodiversity, both globally and in southern
California. Efforts to combat these threats include identifying and conserving large “core” areas of habitat
and well as habitat linkages between them.

Wildlife crossings are generally small, narrow areas allowing wildlife to pass through an obstacle or barrier,
such as a roadway to reach another patch of habitat. Examples of barriers or impediments to movement
include housing and other urban development, roads, fencing, or open areas with little vegetative cover.
Examples of wildlife crossings include culverts, drainage pipes, underpasses, and tunnels.

Based on a review of the following documents, the Project site is not within an area that has been identified
as important to wildlife movement, such as a regional-scale habitat linkage or a wildlife movement corridor:
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« City ¢f Los Angeles General Plan, Land Use Element; Chatsworth-Porter Ranch Community Plan,
updated September 7, 2016

o South Coast Missing Linkages Prcject: A Linkage Design for the Santa Monica Mountains-Sierra
Madre Connection (Penrod, K. et. al., 2006)

« California Essential Connectivity Prcject: A Strategy for Conserving a Connected Cal fornia
(Spencer et al., February 2010)

«  Protected Areas for Wildl fe (PAWs) and Wildl fe Movement Pathways (WMPs) Report, ESA,
February 2021

The potential importance of the Project site to wildlife movement was also evaluated both in the field and
by reviewing recent aerial photographs of the site and the surrounding area. The site is not of particular
importance to wildlife for movement. For example, the site is not situated within a bottleneck of habitat
between larger areas of core suitable habitat, it does not contain an important wildlife crossing, and it is not
necessary for wildlife to pass through the site to access essential resources for water, foraging, breeding, or
cover. The Project site is situated within a highly urbanized area surrounded by residential development is
constrained regionally by multiple different major roads and highways. The nearest large open space area
is well away from the Project site, north of the CA-118 freeway.

6.0 IMPACTS DISCUSSION

This impacts analysis is based on Tentative Tract Map 83950 provided as Appendix 1, which conceptualizes
the development and locations of the proposed single-family residences. This conceptual plan is not a final
plan, and the final development plan would need to be approved by the City Planning Department prior to
development implementation. The Project as shown on the conceptual plan proposes to subdivide the
subject property into five (5) lots and develop proposed Lots 1, 3, 4, and 5 with single-family residences.
Each two-story residence would be approximately 5,000 square feet in total and would have an approximate
2,500 square-foot footprint. Each residence would be accessed via proposed driveways accessible from
existing Northridge Road and Winnetka Ave. Two (2) small temporary storage sheds and an outdoor
basketball court on proposed Lot 1 would be removed as well as existing wrought iron fencing on proposed
Lot 1 and Lot 4. The portion of the wrought iron gate to be removed includes approximately 280 linear feet
beginning at the northern margin of the property and ending where it intersects the lot line for proposed Lot
2. Removal of this portion of the wrought iron gate would result in temporary impacts to ground-level
vegetation including non-native grasses and forbs. Proposed Lot 2 is not proposed to be modified or
improved as part of the Project. All existing development on Lot 2 would remain as is.

Given that the lots proposed for development comprise primarily non-native grasses and forbs and non-
native/ornamental trees/shrubs, the final location of the structures compared to the conceptual plan would
not change the nature of impacts to onsite biological resources. The final location of the structures, unless
coincident or overlapping with protected oak trees, would only impact non-native grasses and forbs habitats
as well as non-native/ornamental trees/shrubs. The site is not located in a Fire Hazard Severity Zone, and
therefore potential impacts of fuel modification or brush clearance are not expected. Any fuel modification
onsite to protect the proposed structures would only impact non-native grasses and forb habitats and non-
native/ornamental trees/shrubs.

There are no Habitat Conservation Plans, Natural Community Conservation Plans, or other approved local,
regional, or state habitat conservation plans that are applicable to the Project site or the surrounding area.
Therefore, the Project would have no impact with respect to conflicts with habitat conservation plans.
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6.4 Impacts to Special-Status Wildlife

The two (2) special-status wildlife species that have moderate or high potential to occur within the Survey
Area include Cooper’s hawk and the monarch butterfly. Other potentially occurring special-status wildlife
species have only low potential to occur and therefore are not expected to be potentially impacted by the
Project. Monarch butterflies would only potentially occur while foraging or moving through the site, as the
site is not suitable for monarch butterfly overwintering. As the site is not suitable for overwintering, the
monarch butterfly would not potentially be significantly impacted by the Project. Cooper’s hawk is
expected to forage occasionally at the Project site and could also nest in trees at the site. The loss of foraging
and nesting habitat for the Cooper’s hawk would not significantly impact a population of this species, as it
is adapted to urban environments and sufficient habitat would remain in the surrounding area. Cooper’s
hawk would be capable of escaping harm during grading and construction, but nesting Cooper’s hawks
could be directly and indirectly impacted, such as during removal of trees or due to disturbance by
construction activities. Impacts to nesting birds are addressed under Section 6.5, below, which would ensure
potential impacts to special-status wildlife including the potentially occurring Cooper’s hawk would be less
than significant.

6.5 Impacts to Nesting Birds

Ground and vegetation disturbing activities if conducted during the nesting bird season (February 1 to
August 31) would potentially result in removal or disturbance to trees and/or shrubs that could contain
active bird nests. In addition, these activities would also affect herbaceous vegetation that could support
and conceal ground-nesting species. Project activities that result in the loss of bird nests, eggs, and young,
would be in violation of one or more of California Fish and Game Code sections 3503 (any bird nest),
3503.5 (birds-of-prey), or 3511 (Fully Protected birds). In addition, removal or destruction of one or more
active nests of any other birds listed by the federal Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918 (MBTA), whether
nest damage was due to vegetation removal or to other construction activities, would be considered a
violation of the MBTA and California Fish and Game Code Section 3511. The loss of protected bird nests,
eggs, or young due to Project activities would be a significant impact. Implementation of condition of
approval COA-1 below would reduce potentially significant impacts to nesting birds to a less than
significant level.

COA-1 Condition of Approval to Avoid Impacts to Nesting Birds

Construction activities initiated during the bird nesting season (February 1 — August 31)
involving removal of vegetation or other nesting bird habitat, including abandoned structures
and other man-made features, a pre-construction nesting bird survey shall be conducted no
more than three days prior to initiation of ground disturbance and vegetation removal activities.
The nesting bird pre-construction survey shall be conducted on foot and shall include a 100-
foot buffer around the construction site. The survey shall be conducted by a biologist familiar
with the identification of avian species known to occur in southern California. If nests are
found, an avoidance buffer shall be determined dependent upon the species, the proposed work
activity, and existing disturbances associated with land uses outside of the site, which shall be
demarcated by the biologist with bright orange construction fencing, flagging, construction
lathe, or other means to demarcate the boundary. All construction personnel shall be notified
as to the existence of the buffer zone and to avoid entering the buffer zone during the nesting
season. No ground disturbing activities shall occur within the buffer until the avian biologist
has confirmed that breeding/nesting is completed, and the young have fledged the nest.
Encroachment into the buffer shall occur only at the discretion of the qualified biologist on the
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basis that the encroachment will not be detrimental to an active nest. A report summarizing the
pre-construction survey(s), construction monitoring, and implementation of protective
measures conducted shall be prepared by a qualified biologist.

Proposed Project site plans shall include a statement acknowledging compliance with the
federal MBTA and CFGC that includes avoidance of active bird nests and identification of Best
Management Practices to avoid impact to active nests, including checking for nests prior to
construction activities during February 1 to August 31 and what to do if an active nest is found
so that the nest is not inadvertently impacted during grading or construction activities.

6.6 Impacts to Wildlife Movement

The Project site is not within an area that has been identified as important to wildlife movement, such as a
regional-scale habitat linkage or a wildlife movement corridor. Also, the site is not situated within a
bottleneck of habitat between larger areas of core suitable habitat, it does not contain an important wildlife
crossing, and it is not necessary for wildlife to pass through the site to access essential resources for water,
foraging, breeding, or cover. The Project site is situated within a highly urbanized area surrounded by
residential development and roads. Therefore, Project impacts to wildlife movement would be less than
significant.

6.7 Water Resources

The Project site does not contain and is not near any wetlands, streams, or other waterbodies. Therefore,
Project impacts on water resources would be less than significant.

6.8 Cumulative Impacts

The only potential impact of the Project is to nesting special-status and common birds, and this impact
would be mitigated by compliance with the Migratory Bird Treaty Act and applicable CDFW codes, which
is addressed in recommended regulatory compliance condition COA-1. Also, any potential impact to
nesting birds would be relatively low. Therefore, there is no reason to expect the Project would have a
cumulatively considerable contribution to a significant cumulative impact to biological resources.
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APPENDIX 1
Tentative Tract Map 83950
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APPENDIX 2
CNDDB and CNPS Database Results
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