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-COMMUNITY IMPACT STATEMENT- 

Council File:  25-1500 

Title:  Keep Hollywood Home - Controller Audit of City Film Ecosystem and Film LA 
Contract 

Position:  Support 

Summary: 

On location filming in LA has dropped a staggering 50% over three years. Outdated, 
cost-prohibitive, dysfunctional permitting processes have led productions to runaway 
to other states and countries with functional systems, putting 1000s of jobs and small 
businesses in LA at risk. Per the LAEDC, for every $1 spent on film productions in LA, 
$24.40 flows back into labor and local businesses. That’s a 2440% ROI our workers and 
local economy can’t afford to lose due to outdated and dysfunctional LA film 
permitting processes.  

Los Feliz is home to many film and television workers, independent contractors, and 
small businesses that rely on a permitting system that is transparent, efficient, and 
accountable. When systems are opaque or under-resourced, the resulting delays and 
costs disproportionately affect local workers and smaller productions.  

Council File #25-1500, one of nine coordinated motions under the City’s “Keep 
Hollywood Home” initiative, requests an independent audit by the City Controller of 
departmental operations and Film LA’s contract. The audit would review staffing 
levels, permit delays, technology systems, fees, and public transparency, and deliver 
data-driven recommendations along with an annual “Keep Hollywood Home” 
progress report. For neighborhoods like Los Feliz, this accountability is essential to 
ensuring reforms are effective and resources are aligned with real-world needs. 
Supporting this motion helps identify bottlenecks, improve system performance, and 
keep production jobs and spending local. 

PASSED 22 - 0 - 0

https://cityclerk.lacity.org/m.clerkconnect/#cfmsSearch

