
Communication from Public
 
 
Name:
Date Submitted: 03/05/2026 04:02 PM
Council File No: 25-1518 
Comments for Public Posting:  The Barry Building (Historic-Cultural Monument #887) must not

be approved for demolition. Built in 1951 and once home to the
beloved Dutton’s Bookstore, the Brentwood landmark is a rare
example of postwar Modern architecture and a longtime
community gathering place. Notably, the owner is proposing
demolition for what would likely become a vacant lot, despite
viable alternatives for rehabilitation and reuse—a troubling
scenario for a designated Historic-Cultural Monument. The
building must be preserved and efforts supported to identify
feasible rehabilitation and reuse options. I remain deeply
concerned that rewarding years of demolition-by-neglect would
set a harmful precedent for historic resources across Los Angeles.
I support the appeal and preserving the Barry Building and
upholding the integrity of the City’s historic designation program. 



Communication from Public
 
 
Name: Jennifer Trujillo
Date Submitted: 03/05/2026 06:01 PM
Council File No: 25-1518 
Comments for Public Posting:  Save the Barry Building. Do not let it be torn down. 



Communication from Public
 
 
Name: Edward Casey
Date Submitted: 03/05/2026 02:02 PM
Council File No: 25-1518 
Comments for Public Posting:  Applicant's Representative submits this letter in response to the

letters dated March 3 and 4, 2026, from two members of the
Appellant—Bob and Ziggy Blue and the Los Angeles
Conservancy. 



 

350 South Grand Avenue, 51st Floor 
Los Angeles, CA 90071 

213-576-1000 | Fax: 213-576-1100 

 

Alston & Bird LLP      www.alston.com 

Atlanta | Brussels | Century City | Charlotte | Chicago | Dallas | London | Los Angeles | New York | Raleigh | San Francisco | Silicon Valley | Washington, D.C. 
 

Edward J. Casey 

 

Email: ed.casey@alston.com Direct Dial: +1 213 576 1005 

March 5, 2026 

Los Angeles City Council  
Los Angeles City Hall  
200 N. Spring St., Room 340  
Los Angeles, CA 90012  
Attn: Office of the City Clerk 
 
Re: Council File No.: 25-1518 - Appeal of Building and Safety Commission’s Approval 

of Demolition Permit for Barry Building Located at 11973 San Vicente Boulevard  

Dear City Council Members: 

As land use counsel for the owner of the subject property located at 11973 San 
Vicente Boulevard (“Subject Property”) and applicant (“Owner” or “Applicant”) for a 
permit to demolish (the “Demo Permit”) the two-story former commercial building on the 
Subject Property commonly referred to as the “Barry Building,” I submit this letter in 
response to the letters dated March 3 and 4, 2026 from two members of the Appellant—
Bob and Ziggy Blue and the Los Angeles Conservancy--since Appellant continues to 
ignore the substantial evidence supporting the approval of the Demo Permit and denial of 
Appellant’s CEQA Appeal.   
 
 For example, Appellant raises the issue of the shutters that had been on the second 
floor of the building and the Applicant’s prior removal of them. That issue was addressed 
in a letter dated June 2, 2023 that was included in Appendix L to the Final EIR (a copy of 
which is attached as Exhibit 1 to this letter). As explained in the June 2023 letter, the natural 
deterioration of the shutters posed a safety risk to pedestrians on the sidewalk below and, 
therefore, the Owner removed them. However, the Owner has stored the shutters in a safe 
place. 
 
 Next, Appellants claim that the Owner unnecessarily evicted the tenants at the 
Barry Building, which resulted in less revenue that could be used to preserve the building. 
Not true. As explained at the Cultural Heritage Commission (“CHC”) hearing in August 
2024, the Owner only sent a termination notice to the tenants after receiving the notice 
from the Department of Building and Safety that the building did not comply with the 
seismic safety standards of the Soft Story Ordinance. The Owner terminated the leases with 
these tenants in order to protect the health and safety of the tenants during a moderate to 
severe earthquake. That information was provided in exhibits A and B to my PowerPoint 
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presentation to CHC. (A copy of that presentation and those exhibits are included in Exhibit 
2 to this letter.) 
 
 Next, Appellant raises a number of allegations concerning compliance with the Soft 
Story Ordinance by other property owners throughout the City and how, in contrast, the 
Owner of the Barry Building has allegedly failed to comply. Again, not true. First and 
foremost, the Soft Story Ordinance expressly provides that the owner of the property 
subject to the Ordinance can elect to demolish the building that is seismically deficient. In 
November 2019, the owner of the Barry Building exercised that right under the Ordinance 
and submitted an application for demolition of the building. (Refer to Exhibit 3 to this 
letter.) Further, the Appellant states that 95% of the building owners subject to the 
Ordinance have either initiated plans, have permits or completed work and that slightly less 
than 5% of the owners of soft story building have done nothing to comply. But what the 
Appellant fails to address is what percentage of the compliant building owners (the owners 
in the 95% group) have elected to demolish the building at issue, which is their right under 
the Ordinance. Finally, the Appellant asserts that the City’s status report on the Ordinance 
demonstrates how similar buildings are able to be retrofitted. However, the Appellant does 
not list the addresses of buildings that are similar in design, age or other characteristics of 
the Barry Building. To that end, the Final EIR (Appendix M) confirms that only three other 
buildings subject to the Ordinance are also listed as historic monuments, and the scope of 
the seismic retrofit work on those three other buildings is far less than the scope of seismic 
upgrade work needed on the Barry Building. (Refer to the letter dated June 2023 from 
Englekirk, which is attached to this letter as Exhibit 4.)  
 
 Finally, the Appellant’s March 4th letter makes accusations concerning the Owner’s 
security measures at the property. The factual misstatements in those accusations are 
addressed in an email exchange with the property manage for the Subject Property that is 
attached as Exhibit 5 to this letter.  
 

For all of these reasons, we request that the City Council not reconsider its prior 
adoption of the PLUM Committee recommendation to deny the CEQA appeal. 
   

Sincerely, 

       
Edward J. Casey 

 
 
 
cc: Craig Bullock, Planning Director, Council District 11 
      (craig.bullock@lacity.org) - via email only  
      Jason McCrea, City Planner, Department of City Planning       
      (jason.mccrea@lacity.org) – via email only   
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Appendix L 

Letter Regarding Shutters 



333 South Hope Street, 16th Floor 

Los Angeles, CA 90071-1410 

213-576-1000 | Fax: 213-576-1100 

Alston & Bird LLP   www.alston.com 

Atlanta | Beijing | Brussels | Charlotte | Dallas | Fort Worth | London | Los Angeles | New York | Raleigh | San Francisco | Silicon Valley | Washington, D.C. 

Edward J. Casey  Direct Dial: +1 213 576 1005 Email: ed.casey@alston.com 

June 2, 2023 

VIA EMAIL 

James Harris 
Los Angeles Department of City Planning 
221 North Figueroa Street, Room 1350 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

Re: 11973 San Vicente Boulevard Project Environmental Case: ENV-2019-6645-EIR 

Dear Mr. Harris: 

On behalf of the applicant in the above-referenced matter, I am submitting this 
letter to provide information concerning the removal of the shutters at the building (the 
Barry Building) located at 11973 San Vicente Boulevard (Project Site). In 2016, the 
shutters were removed by the property owner. Deterioration and corrosion in the 
mounting for the shutters was severe. (Refer to the photos that are being provided by the 
link in this letter.) https://photos.app.goo.gl/gtgu5KBGF4yByesv7.  That deterioration and 
corrosion posed a risk of failure, which could have caused injuries to the pedestrians on 
the street directly below the shutters. The second floor of the building (the location of the 
shutters) is located very close to the lot line immediately fronting the sidewalk, so 
pedestrians were in danger of being struck by falling debris if the shutters failed. To 
avoid that risk of injury, the property owner caused the shutters to be removed. The 
shutters were all placed in shrink wrap and are stored safely at the Project Site.   

Very truly yours, 

Edward J. Casey 

cc: Stacie Henderson (via email) 

http://www.alston.com/
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/B1oWCgJk34CAA3QkwHNqevh?domain=photos.app.goo.gl
guerl
Ed
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1

BARRY BUILDING AND 
COMPLIANCE WITH SOFT STORY 

ORDINANCE

Applicant’s Presentation Applicant’s Presentation 
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 Barry Building Parcel
 Parcel No. 4404-025-008.

 Size of parcel is only .61 acres.

 No other building can be developed on this parcel without 
demolishing the Barry Building or constructing subterranean 
parking.

 This is relevant to economic feasibility issue

BACKGROUND
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 Vacating the Tenants from the Building
 This responds to staff’s position that property owner vacated tenants prematurely.

 City sent Notice under Soft Story Ordinance in early 2016
 Owner sent tenants a termination notice after receiving City notice.
 Tenants’ notice even refers to City notice.
 Owner did this to protect health and safety of tenants during moderate to severe 

earthquake.
 Copies of the City notice and letter to tenants have been provided to Commission 

(Exhibits A and B).
 Since that time, Owner has regularly maintained the property. (See letter at Exhibit O to 

the Final EIR.

BACKGROUND (cont.)
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SEISMIC SAFETY CONCERNS

 Staff report makes 2 or 3 points concerning seismic safety of 
the Building and compliance with Soft Story Ordinance

 First, report mentions that the Building survived the 
Northridge earthquake
 But there is no exception in the Soft Story Ordinance for seismically 

deficient buildings simply because the building did not collapse 
during prior severe earthquakes.
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SEISMIC SAFETY CONCERNS (cont.)

 Next, staff report says that demolition may not be necessary 
because compliance with the Ordinance only requires retrofit to 
the south wing. 

 The response to this issue lies in the 3 structural expert reports in 
the EIR that the City Planning Department published. Appendices 
G and H-3 to Draft EIR, and Appendix I to Final EIR. 

 Those reports confirm that all the wings of the Building are 
overstressed--up to 650%.
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SEISMIC SAFETY CONCERNS (cont.)
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SEISMIC SAFETY CONCERNS (cont.)

 Given those seismic defects in all parts of the Building, the EIR 
structural expert concluded that if only the South wing was 
retrofitted, the building faces significant risk of collapse in 
moderate to severe earthquake.
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SEISMIC SAFETY CONCERNS (cont.)
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SEISMIC SAFETY CONCERNS (cont.)

 And there is no report from any other structural expert to the 
contrary

 Next, the same structural expert who authored the EIR reports has 
confirmed that the magnitude of seismic retrofits needed to make 
the Barry Building safe is more substantial than the seismic retrofit 
for the 3 other HCMs noted in staff report. (Exhibit C.)

(Copies of Building & Safety documents confirming scope of retrofit 
for these 3 buildings have been provided to the Commission—

Exhibits D thru G.)
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SEISMIC SAFETY CONCERNS (cont.)

 And the cost of the needed seismic retrofit work for the Barry 
Building is very substantial.

 We submitted detailed reports confirming those costs. No expert 
report to the contrary.

 And even if back out some of the ADA work noted in staff report, 
the cost will still exceed $12 million. Essentially $1,000 per square 
foot. That results in a negative value for the Property. 

 A negative value means that the preservation alternatives studied 
in the EIR are infeasible within meaning of CEQA. No evidence to 
the contrary.
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NEIGHBORHOOD ISSUES

 Report also mentions concerns about creating a vacant lot if 
the Building is demolished.

 But as confirmed by the City’s Final EIR (at Response to 
Comment No. B.1-9), a landscaped buffer will be installed in 
accordance with Section 7.G of the Specific Plan.

 There are other concerns about keeping the Building that the 
community has, but I will let the community speak to those 
issues. 
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Community Outreach
 Door-to-door canvass of the community 
 Direct outreach to small businesses surrounding 

the Barry Building on San Vicente Blvd.
 Direct communication with neighbors at Saltair 

Terrace cul-de-sac 
 Extension of public comment period an 

additional two weeks (original deadline April 3)
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Supporters of Demolition
 South Brentwood Resident Association
 San Vicente Chamber of Commerce
 Abundant Housing LA
 16 letters of support from neighbors, local businesses and 

property owners
 38 cards of support from neighbors
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CONCLUSION
 Protecting human health and safety during an earthquake event is of 

paramount importance.
 That is what led the City to adopt the Soft Story Ordinance in the first place.
  The City’s own EIR structural expert reports confirm that absent substantial 

seismic retrofit work, the Barry Building would cause injury in a moderate to 
severe earthquake.

 The evidence also shows that the cost to carry out that retrofit work is $15 
million, which would cause a negative value to the property.

 Since no city can force a property owner to spend $15 million to create a 
negative value to their land, that is why the Soft Story Ordinance gives the 
property owner the option to demolish the property.

 Recognizing that right and the health and safety concerns at issue in this case 
justify a Statement of Overriding Considerations.



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT A 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT B 



To: Tenants of the Barry Bldg. 
From: Building Ownership 
Date: May 1, 2016 
 
 After careful consideration, we have decided to close the Barry Bldg. as soon as 
reasonably possible and no later than December 31, 2016.   Why now?   Many of you are 
perhaps aware that the City of Los Angeles has a major earthquake preparedness effort underway 
to identify so called “soft buildings” and to force their structural shortcomings to be addressed.  
Such buildings, due to open construction on the ground floor and obsolete building techniques 
and engineering assumptions, are deemed to lack adequate support and in an earthquake might 
fold up.  Some may recall photographs of apartment buildings where the “soft” ground floor 
garages folded in the last major earthquake.  We have recently received a letter from the City 
identifying the Barry Bldg. as a “soft” structure.  This notice starts the clock running on a legal 
process that will ultimately require the Barry Bldg. to be reinforced to code or demolished.  
Either of these events will require the building to be vacated.  More importantly, and the cause of 
our decision to close the building immediately, the clear import of the City’s letter is that the 
building has been determined to be substandard for earthquakes, meaning that all users of the 
Barry Bldg. could be at potential risk.  We are unwilling to operate under this cloud. 
 
 At days’ end, we all know the Barry Bldg. has been beyond its useful life for years.  All 
good things do come to an end, and that time is now.  While we have no obligation to you 
beyond following legal procedures, we wish to accomplish this sad task without fuss and rancor, 
and to assist you financially to make the process go more easily for you..  To this end, we have 
decided to offer an incentive to tenants in good standing who: (1) vacate by June 30, in which 
case we will refund all 2016 rent paid; or (2) vacate after June 30 and prior to November 30, in 
which case we will refund one month’s 2016 rent paid for each full calendar month by which the 
tenant has vacated prior to December 31.  For example, a tenant who vacates by August 31 
would receive a refund of four months 2016 paid rent.   No rent refunds will be made to tenants 
in possession after November 30, nor to tenants in default.  Rent refunds, in addition to any 
security deposit, will be paid upon our being handed the keys, with the surrendered space left 
broom clean and free of all tenant fixtures, furnishings, equipment, debris, etc.  To qualify for 
this program, a lease termination agreement must be agreed and signed between us by June 30.  
Please call Ms. Phyllis Bell at 323-930-9498 if you wish to participate, and an agreement will be 
prepared and sent to you for consideration and execution.   
 

Our decisions are final.  We will not negotiate for more money or more time.  We can 
and will resort to legal process if we are forced to, and plan to start eviction proceedings after 
June 30 with tenants who have not signed lease termination agreements, and immediately as to 
any tenants now in default.  We hope that a mutual spirit of acceptance and good will can guide 
us all to a successful and early closure of the Barry Bldg., and we wish you all the best in the 
future. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Building Ownership 
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EXHIBIT 4 



 

June 9, 2023 
 

via email: Ed.Casey@alston.com 
 
 

Mr. Ed Casey 

Alston & Bird LLP 

333 S. Hope Street, 16th Floor 

Los Angeles, California  90071 
 

Regarding: Barry Building (11973 San Vicente Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA 90049) 

  
 
 

Dear Mr. Casey, 
 

Per your request, we have reviewed Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety (LADBS) permit 

documents for the following properties (reference Exhibit A):  
 

o 638-642 S. Kelton Avenue : HCM No. 368 Elkay Apartments: Soft-Story seismic retrofit 

per LABC Chapter 93: By adding a SSCC at West elevation. Building permit issued and 

under constructions. 
 

o 10919 W. Strathmore Avenue: HCM No. 367 Sheet Apartments: Soft-Story seismic 

retrofit per LABC Chapter 93: Install New Wood Shear walls. Provide HSS Steel bracing 

for shear/drag transfer to new shear wall. Certificate of Occupancy issued. 
 

o 1780 N. Griffith Park Boulevard: HCM No. 1185 Roberts Apartments: Soft Story retrofit 

as per LABC Ch 93. Install two plywood shear walls. Certificate of Occupancy issued. 
 

The work described in the permits listed above is limited to seismic work to address Los Angeles City Soft 
Story Ordinance (Ordinance No. 183893). The permits do not describe any other type of seismic retrofit 
work. 
 

It shall be noted, that Ordinance No. 183893 is limited to building portion with no ascertainable lateral 
system, commonly referred to as the “soft story”. 
 

It is our professional opinion that seismic retrofit work required to sufficiently protect the Barry Building 
occupants, shall include both soft story work and other types of seismic retrofit work. 
 

There is very high probability of The Barry Building will become unhabitable when subject to a moderate 
to severe seismic event in the LA Basin, if only the soft story retrofit work was carried out. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 

Vladimir Volnyy, PE, SE 

Principal 
 

VV:mm 

 

Tony Ghodsi, PE, SE 

Lawrence Y. Ho, PE, SE 

Michael K. Kawaharada, PE, SE 

Christopher Rosien 

Thomas A. Sabol, PhD, PE, SE 

Vladimir A. Volnyy, PE, SE  

Ety Benichou, PE, SE 

Mohamed Hassan, PhD, PE, SE 

Mahmoud Faghihi, PE, SE 

Zen Hoda, PE, SE 

Kimberly Hoo, PE, SE 

Diana Erickson Nishi, PE, SE 

Reid Nishimura, PE, SE  

Thomas Y. Nishi, PE, SE 

Daniel Chan, PE, SE, LEED AP 

Mitchel Le Heux, PE, SE 

Katherlin Lee Choi 

Milton S. Shiosaki 

Daniel W. Shubin 

Edward Silver, PE, SE 
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Barry Building (11973 San Vicente Boulevard), Los Angeles, California 

EXHIBIT A 
ASCE 41-13 

Seismic 
Assessment 

(June 6, 2022) 

USVV711908
Text Box
638-642 S. Kelton Avenue
HCM No. 368 



5/17/23, 3:25 PM Permit and Inspection Report Detail 

Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety 

Certificate Information: 638-6421/2 S KELTON AVE 90024 

Application / Permit 

Plan Check / Job No. 

Group 

Type 

Sub-Type 

Primary Use 

Work Description 

Permit Issued 

Issuing Office 

Current Status 

21016-10000-36786 

B21LA18990 

Building 

Bldg-Alter/Repair 

Apartment 

(5) Apartment 

Eplan- Soft-Story seismic retrofit per LABC Chapter 93: By adding a SSCC at West elevation 

Issued on 7/7/2022 

Issued on 7/7/2022 

Permit Application Status History 

Submitted 10/18/2021 APPLICANT 

Assigned to Plan Check Engineer 11/16/2021 JESSE VIDUYA 

Corrections Issued 11/24/2021 JESSE VIDUYA 

Reviewed by Supervisor 12/1/2021 HANS SANTIAGO 

Plan Check Approved 12/23/2021 JESSE VIDUYA 

Issued 7/7/2022 APPLICANT 

Permit Application Clearance Information 

City Hist. Cultural Monument Cleared 12/13/2021 LAMBERT GIESSINGER 

HPOZ Cleared 12/13/2021 LAMBERT GIESSINGER 

Tenant Habitability Plan Cleared 7/6/2022 RICARDO BOHORQUEZ 

Contact Information 

Contractor 

Engineer 

Sks Construction; Lic. No.: 720390-B 15134 FRIAR STREET VAN NUYS, CA 91411 

Shaolian„ Shahab Joseph; Lic. No.: C84155 5104 GARDEN GROVE TARZANA, CA 91356 

Inspector Information 

MICHAEL PETRUSKO, (310) 914-3922 Office Hours: 7:00-8:00 AM MON-FRI 

Pending Inspections 

No Data Available. 

Inspection Request History 

Pre-Inspection 7/26/2022 Approved GRANT WOODS 

Deputy Drilled-In Anchors 8/17/2022 Conditional Approval PAUL DAVIDSON 

Footing/Foundation/Slab 8/17/2022 Approved PAUL DAVIDSON 

Structural Steel Frame 8/17/2022 Not Ready for Inspection PAUL DAVIDSON 

Deputy Reinf. Concrete 8/18/2022 Conditional Approval GRANT WOODS 

Structural Steel Frame 9/2/2022 No Access for Inspection GRANT WOODS 

Wood Frame 9/2/2022 No Access for Inspection GRANT WOODS 

https://www.ladbsservices2.lacity.org/OnlineServices/PermitReport/PcisPermitDetail?id1=21016&id2=10000&id3=36786 1/2 
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Eplan- Soft-Story seismic retrofit per LABC Chapter 93: By adding a SSCC at West elevation





5/17/23, 3:25 PM Permit and Inspection Report Detail 

Structural Steel Frame 9/7/2022 Conditional Approval PAUL DAVIDSON 

Wood Frame 9/7/2022 Approved PAUL DAVIDSON 

Deputy Steel/Welding 9/6/2022 Conditional Approval PAUL DAVIDSON 

Interior/Exterior Lathing 9/26/2022 Approved GRANT WOODS 

https://www.ladbsservices2.lacity.org/OnlineServices/PermitReport/PcisPermitDetail?id1=21016&id2=10000&id3=36786 2/2 
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EXHIBIT A 
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5/17/23, 3:29 PM Permit and Inspection Report Detail 

Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety 

Certificate Information: 10919 W STRATHMORE DR 90024 

Application / Permit 

Plan Check ✓ Job No. 

Group 

Type 

Sub-Type 

Primary Use 

Work Description 

Permit Issued 

Issuing Office 

Current Status 

20016-10000-15550 

B20LA11555 

Building 

Bldg-Alter/Repair 

Apartment 

(5) Apartment 

Eplan: Soft-Story seismic retrofit per LABC Chapter 93: Install New Wood Shear walls. Provide HSS Steel bracing for shear/drag 

transfer to new shear wall 

Issued on 6/16/2022 

CofC Issued on 12/12/2022 

Permit Application Status History 

Submitted 8/19/2020 APPLICANT 

Assigned to Plan Check Engineer 8/20/2020 HANS SANTIAGO 

Corrections Issued 8/24/2020 HANS SANTIAGO 

Reviewed by Supervisor 8/25/2020 SAI KHUM 

Applicant returned to address corrections 3/15/2021 HANS SANTIAGO 

Plan Check Approved 4/7/2021 ANDREW SANTIAGO 

Issued 6/16/2022 APPLICANT 

OK for CofC 11/21/2022 JOEY BUCHANAN 

CofC Issued 12/12/2022 DAVID TSAU 

Permit Application Clearance Information 

City Hist. Cultural Monument Cleared 3/15/2021 MELISSA JONES 

HPOZ Cleared 3/15/2021 MELISSA JONES 

Historic monument Cleared 3/15/2021 MELISSA JONES 

Specific Plan Cleared 3/16/2021 MAXFIELD VERMY 

Tenant Habitability Plan Cleared 6/15/2022 ISMAEL HERNANDEZ 

Contact Information 

Contractor 

Engineer 

Retrofit 1; Lic. No.: 1003868-B 19326 VENTURA BLVD STE 200 TARZANA, CA 91356 

Ni,, Zhang Yuan; Lic. No.: C68149 743 S SIERRA VISTA AVE C ALHAMBRA, CA 91801 

Inspector Information 

MICHAEL PETRUSKO, (310) 914-3922 Office Hours: 7:00-8:00 AM MON-FRI 

Pending Inspections 

No Data Available. 

Inspection Request History 

Pre-Inspection 7/7/2022 No Access for Inspection GRANT WOODS 

https://www.ladbsservices2.lacity.org/OnlineServices/PermitReport/PcisPermitDetai l?id1=20016&id2=10000&id3= 15550 1/2 

hillk
Highlight
Work Description



hillk
Highlight
Eplan: Soft-Story seismic retrofit per LABC Chapter 93: Install New Wood Shear walls. Provide HSS Steel bracing for shear/drag
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5/17/23, 3:29 PM Permit and Inspection Report Detail 

Pre-Inspection 7/11/2022 Approved GRANT WOODS 

Footing/Foundation/Slab 8/4/2022 No Access for Inspection DERRICK SPENCER 

Wood Frame 8/4/2022 No Access for Inspection DERRICK SPENCER 

Footing/Foundation/Slab 8/5/2022 Approved GRANT WOODS 

Wood Frame 8/5/2022 Approved GRANT WOODS 

Deputy Wood Construction 8/24/2022 Conditional Approval GRANT WOODS 

Structural Steel Frame 9/8/2022 Not Ready for Inspection PAUL DAVIDSON 

Wood Frame 9/8/2022 Not Ready for Inspection PAUL DAVIDSON 

Structural Steel Frame 9/12/2022 Not Ready for Inspection GRANT WOODS 

Wood Frame 9/12/2022 Partial Approval GRANT WOODS 

Wood Frame 10/14/2022 Approved GRANT WOODS 

Interior/Exterior Lathing 10/21/2022 Approved PAUL DAVIDSON 

SGSOV-Seismic Gas S/O Valve 11/1/2022 SGSOV Not Ready PAUL DAVIDSON 

Final 11/16/2022 No Access for Inspection PAUL DAVIDSON 

SGSOV-Seismic Gas S/O Valve 11/16/2022 SGSOV Not Ready PAUL DAVIDSON 

Smoke Detectors 11/16/2022 No Access for Inspection PAUL DAVIDSON 

Final 11/21/2022 OK for CofC JOEY BUCHANAN 

SGSOV-Seismic Gas S/O Valve 11/21/2022 SGSOV Approved JOEY BUCHANAN 

Smoke Detectors 11/21/2022 Approved JOEY BUCHANAN 

https://www.ladbsservices2.lacity.org/On I i neServices/PermitReport/PcisPerm itDetai l?id1=20016&id2=10000&id3=15550 2/2 
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5/17/23, 3:50 PM Permit and Inspection Report Detail 

Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety 

Certificate Information: 1780 N GRIFFITH PARK BLVD 90026 

Application / Permit 

18016-10000-39790 

Plan Check ✓ Job No. 

B18LA26698 

Group 
Building 

Type 

Bldg-Alter/Repair 

Sub-Type 

Apartment 

Primary Use 

(5) Apartment 

Work Description 
SOFT STORY RETROFIT AS PER LABC CH 93. INSTALL TWO PLYWOOD SHEARWALLS. 

Permit Issued 

Issued on 8/7/2020 

Issuing Office 

Metro 

Current Status 

CofC Issued on 10/22/2020 

Permit Application Status History 

Submitted 12/12/2018 APPLICANT 

Assigned to Plan Check Engineer 1/17/2019 GARO TELMI 

Corrections Issued 2/1/2019 GARO TELMI 

Reviewed by Supervisor 2/6/2019 SAI KHUM 

Building Plans Picked Up 2/7/2019 APPLICANT 

Plan Check Approved 6/10/2020 GARO TELMI 

Issued 8/7/2020 APPLICANT 

OK for CofC 10/13/2020 MARK FERRARI 

CofC Issued 10/22/2020 ERNESTO CORRAL 

Permit Application Clearance Information 

Housing rent stabilization Cleared 7/22/2020 MICHAEL SOTO 

City Hist. Cultural Monument Cleared 7/28/2020 LAMBERT GIESSINGER 

Historic monument Cleared 7/28/2020 LAMBERT GIESSINGER 

Contact Information 

Contractor 

Engineer 

Bayview Construction Inc; Lic. No.: 667400-B 270111TH STREET SANTA MONICA, CA 90405 

Polon„ Gordon Leonard; Lic. No.: C28564 70919TH STREET SANTA MONICA, CA 90402 

Inspector Information 

DARRYL ARNOLD. (213) 202-2643 Office Hours: 7:00-8:00 AM MON-FRI 

VAHE KELEDJIAN, (213) 202-2643 Office Hours: 7:00-8:00 AM MON-FRI 

Pending Inspections 

No Data Available. 

Inspection Request History 

Pre-Inspection 

Pre-Inspection 

8/11/2020 Corrections Issued MARK FERRARI 

8/13/2020 Approved MARK FERRARI 

https://www.ladbsservices2.lacity.org/OnlineServices/PermitReport/PcisPermitDetail?id1=18016&id2=10000&id3=39790 1/2 
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5/17/23, 3:50 PM Permit and Inspection Report Detail 

Footing/Foundation/Slab 8/27/2020 Approved MARK FERRARI 

Footing/Foundation/Slab 9/4/2020 Approved DARRYL ARNOLD 

Floor/Roof Diaphrgm/Shear Wall 9/14/2020 Partial Inspection MARK FERRARI 

Deputy Wood Construction 9/15/2020 Conditional Approval MARK FERRARI 

Wood Frame 9/18/2020 Partial Approval MARK FERRARI 

Deputy Wood Construction 9/24/2020 Conditional Approval MARK FERRARI 

Wood Frame 9/24/2020 Approved MARK FERRARI 

Interior/Exterior Lathing 9/28/2020 Corrections Issued MARK FERRARI 

SGSOV-Seismic Gas S/O Valve 9/28/2020 SGSOV Not Ready MARK FERRARI 

Smoke Detectors 9/28/2020 Not Ready for Inspection MARK FERRARI 

Anal 10/6/2020 Corrections Issued MARK FERRARI 

SGSOV-Seismic Gas S/O Valve 10/6/2020 SGSOV Approved MARK FERRARI 

Smoke Detectors 10/6/2020 Not Ready for Inspection MARK FERRARI 

Final 10/13/2020 OK for CofC MARK FERRARI 

Smoke Detectors 10/13/2020 Approved MARK FERRARI 

https://www.ladbsservices2.lacity.org/On I i neServices/PermitReport/PcisPerm itDetai l?id1=18016&id2=10000&id3=39790 2/2 



1780 N Griffith Park Blvd Permit #: 18016 - 10000 - 39790 
Plan Check #: B18LA26698 Printed: 08/07/20 07:42 AM 

Event Code: 

Bldg-Alter/Repair City of Los Angeles - Department of Building and Safety Issued on: 08/07/2020 

Apartment APPLICATION FOR BUILDING PERMIT Last Status: Issued 
Regular Plan Check 

Plan Check AND CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY Status Date: 08/07/2020 

j. TRACT BLOCK Lai eau COUNTY MAP REF N PARCEL DJ ft (PIN #j L ASSESSOR PARCEL ft

HYPERION TRACT 124 M B 16-122/123 147A203 494 5429 - 016 - 023 

,. PARCEL INFORMATION 

Area Planning Commission - East Los Angeles Census Tract - 1954.00 Hillside Ordinance - YES 
LADBS Branch Office - LA District Map - 147A203 Earthquake-Induced Landslide Area - Yes 
Council District - 13 Energy Zone - 9 Near Source Zone Distance - 0 
Certified Neighborhood Council - Silver Lake Fire District - VHFHSZ Thomas Brothers Map Grid - 594-05 
Community Plan Area - Silver Lake - Echo Park - Elysiar Hillside Grading Area - YES 

ZONES(S): RD1.5-1VL 

4. DOCUMENTS 

ZI - ZI-2452 Transit Priority Area in the ORD - ORD-69086 
RENT - YES HLSAREA - Yes 
ORD - ORD-129279 CPC - CPC-1986-255 
ORD - ORD-165167-SA1020

5. CHECKLIST ITEMS 

Special Inspect - Epoxy Bolts EQ Retrofit - Full Compliance-Division 93 
Special Inspect - Structural Observation Permit Flag - Not a Fire Life Safety Project 
Special Inspect - Structural Wood (periodic) Std. Work Descr - Seismic Gas Shut Off Valve 

6. PROPERTY OWNER. TENANT. APPLICANT INFORMATION 

Owner(s): 
MORRIS LANDA APARTMENTS LLC 219 UPPER TER SAN FRANCISCO CA 94117 

Tenant: 

Applicant: (Relationship: Agent for Contractor) 
LAMDA APARTMENTS - (323) 309-6557 

7. EXISTING USE 

(05) Apartment 
(07) Garage - Private 

PROPOSED USE 8. DESCRIPTION OF WORK 

SOFT STORY RETROFIT AS PER LABC CH93. INSTALL TWO PLYWOOD 
SHEARWALLS 

9. ft Bides on Site & Use:. 

Jo. APPLICATION PROCESSING INFORMATION 

BLDG. PC By: Garo Telmi DAS PC By: 
OK for Cashier: Dominique Haas Coord. OK: 

Signature: Date: 08/07/2020 

For inspection requests, call toll-free (888) LA4BUILD (524-2845), 
or request inspections via www.ladbs.org. To speak to a Call Center 
agent, call 311 Outside LA County, call (213) 473-3231. 

II. PROJECT VALUATION & FEE INFORMATION Final Fee Period 

Permit Valuation: $20,000 PC Valuation: 

FINAL TOTAL Bldg-Alter/Repair 
Permit Fee Subtotal Bldg-Alter/Re 
Plan Check Subtotal Bldg-Alter/RA 
Additional Plan Check 
Plan Maintenance 
E.Q. Instrumentation 
D.S.C. Surcharge 
Sys. Surcharge 
Planning Surcharge 
Planning Surcharge Misc Fee 
Planning Gen Plan Maint Surcharg 
CA Bldg Std Commission Surchar 
Permit Issuing Fee 

Sewer Cap ID: 

506.72 Linkage Fee 
290.00 

0.00 
104.00 

10.00 
2.60 

12.20 
24.40 
24.24 
10.00 
28.28 

1.00 
0.00 

Total Bond(s) Due: 

0.00 

J2. ATTACHMENTS 

Plot Plan 
Signed Declaration 

For Cashier's Use Only W/O #: 81639790 

LA DBARROZO 08/07/20 7:41:31 AM 

Payment Date: 08/07/20 
Receipt No.: 2020220001-5 
Amount: $506.72 
Method: ICL Check 

Building Card No.: 2020LA47471 
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. DESCRIPTION OF WORK

SOFT STORY RETROFIT AS PER LABC CH93. INSTALL TWO PLYWOOD

SHEARWALLS
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1780 N Griffith Park Blvd Permit Application # : 18016 - 10000 - 39790 

Bldg-Alter/Repair 

Apartment 

Plan Check 

City of Los Angeles - Department of Building and Safety 

PLOT PLAN ATTACHMENT 

Plan Check #: B18LA26698 

Initiating Office: METRO 

Printed on: 06/10/20 14:11:52 
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EXHIBIT 5 
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Guerrero, Lisa

From: ROBERT HARDEN <roberthardenco@msn.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 5, 2026 12:38 PM
To: Casey, Ed
Subject: Re: Barry Building

EXTERNAL SENDER – Proceed with caution  

 

Items 1 thru 3 is true and factual. 
Robert Harden  
 
Get Outlook for Android 

From: Casey, Ed <Ed.Casey@alston.com> 
Sent: Thursday, March 5, 2026 10:48:21 AM 
To: ROBERT HARDEN <roberthardenco@msn.com> 
Subject: Barry Building  
  
Robert, I am sending this email to confirm that— 
  

1. An exterior camera monitoring system powered by solar was installed at the property in 2024 
after vandals stripped the electrical wiring. 

2. Since the tenants vacated the building, you personally have gone to the property on a regular 
basis (at least once a week), to inspect and monitor the property. 

3. The transom windows that are referenced by Bob and Ziggy Blue in their last letter to the City 
Council refers to the small canopy windows associated with the women's bathroom on the 
second story. That canopy window is designed to keep water out. In addition, out of an 
abundance of caution, you caused the window to be closed a number of years ago. 

  
Please confirm the accuracy of the above items. 
  
  
Edward J. Casey, 
ALSTON & BIRD 
350 South Grand Avenue 
51st Floor 
Los Angeles, CA 90071 
+1 213 576 1005 (O) 
+818 203 0499 (cell) 
Ed.Casey@alston.com 
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Guerrero, Lisa

From: Robert Harden <roberthardenco@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 5, 2026 11:44 AM
To: Casey, Ed
Attachments: PXL_20260305_193603828.RAW-01.COVER.jpg; PXL_20260305_

193148860.RAW-01.COVER.jpg; PXL_20260305_193323740.RAW-01.COVER.jpg; PXL_
20260305_193233707.RAW-01.COVER.jpg; PXL_20260305_
193531729.RAW-01.COVER.jpg; PXL_20260305_193639210.RAW-01.COVER.jpg; PXL_
20260305_193518217.RAW-01.COVER.jpg; PXL_20260305_
193458608.RAW-01.COVER.jpg; PXL_20260305_193328814.RAW-01.COVER.jpg

EXTERNAL SENDER – Proceed with caution  

 

Dear Ed, 
 
Please find the attached photos showing the solar cameras and solar lights attached to the building. As 
you will see, there are two different types of solar cameras included. 
 
Best regards, 
 
Robert 
 

 310 930-0918                                 roberthardenco@gmail.com 
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Guerrero, Lisa

From: Robert Harden <roberthardenco@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 5, 2026 11:54 AM
To: Casey, Ed
Subject: Signage at Barry building.
Attachments: PXL_20260305_195104419.RAW-01.COVER.jpg; PXL_20260305_

195142290.RAW-01.MP.COVER.jpg

EXTERNAL SENDER – Proceed with caution  

 

 
 

 310 930-0918                                 roberthardenco@gmail.com 
           







Communication from Public
 
 
Name: Ziggy Kruse Blue
Date Submitted: 03/05/2026 10:37 PM
Council File No: 25-1518 
Comments for Public Posting:  Subject: Supplemental Video Evidence – Barry Building (HCM

#887) I am submitting the attached PDF as supplemental evidence
in support of the appeal to prevent the demolition of the Barry
Building (HCM #887). The attached document contains video
links that demonstrate a clear inconsistency in Councilmember
Traci Park’s preservation policy within the Brentwood
neighborhood. While the Councilmember provided undivided
support to stop the demolition of the Marilyn Monroe House
(HCM #1306), she is simultaneously supporting the destruction of
the Barry Building. We urge the City Council to apply
preservation standards consistently and protect this long-standing
Historic-Cultural Monument. Sincerely, Ziggy Kruse Blue 



Sieglinde Kruse Blue 
Los Angeles, CA 90049 
ziggykruse2005@yahoo.com 
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March 2, 2026 
 
VIA Online Portal Only 
 
Los Angeles City Council 
City Clerk's Office 
Los Angeles City Hall 
200 N. Spring Street, Room 340 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 

   
Subject:  Submission of Video Evidence for the CEQA 

 Administrative Record 
 
   Council File No. 25-1518 
   Case No. ENV-2019-6645-EIR-1A 
  Barry Building Demolition Project 
 
To the Los Angeles City Clerk and City Council: 

In accordance with California Public Resources Code Section 
21167.6, please find the following video recordings submitted for 
immediate inclusion in the formal Administrative Record for the 
Barry Building (11973-11975 West San Vicente Boulevard). 

In support of the appeal to prevent the demolition of the Barry 
Building (HCM #887), I am submitting the attached video links as 
supplemental evidence for the administrative record. 

These recordings demonstrate a significant inconsistency in the 
preservation policy within Council District 11. Specifically, they 
highlight Councilmember Traci Park’s undivided support for the 
preservation of the Marilyn Monroe House (HCM #1306). 

It is a striking irony that while Councilmember Park 
successfully championed the designation of the Monroe residence to 
stop its demolition, she is simultaneously supporting the 
destruction of the Barry Building—a landmark located in that same 
Brentwood neighborhood. 

We submit these links to show that the city’s preservation 
standards should be applied consistently. If the Monroe house 
warrants "bold leadership" to remain standing, then the Barry 
Building, a designated monument for nearly two decades, deserves 
that same protection. 

mailto:ziggykruse2005@yahoo.com


CF 25-1518 
Public Comment Letter 
Video Evidence 
03-05-2026 
 

Page 2 of 2 
 

1. September 8, 2023 Press Conference by Traci Park regarding 
the Preservation of the Marilyn Monroe Home: 

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/wi6c2h7w3kkt0p0i3j3j3/1.-09-08-
2023_Traci-Park-Marilyn-Monroe-Home-Preservation-Press-
Conference.mp4?rlkey=ghmtv2r37uykeg6kinrveu1g2&st=yoqx1xyn&dl=0 

2. June 26, 2024 Los Angeles City Council adopts the Measure to 
include the Marilyn Monroe Residence in the list of Historic-
Cultural Monuments: 

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/u1hobjao4kuxikvc75cwe/2.-06-26-
2024_Councilmember-Traci-Park-Marilyn-Monroe-Home-Historic-
Designation.mp4?rlkey=i3kzsg1f1es4j1qisgpppzrzi&st=2f673lha&dl=0 

3. Interview with Traci Park at the Marilyn Monroe Residence: 

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/wwk5gkzxxth1mbje5ljda/3.-We-
interviewed-Traci-Park-the-councilwoman-who-has-heroically-saved-
the-Marilyn-Monroe-
House.mp4?rlkey=jf91m8whkd57nrwk6bywwx8xf&st=f56mbfzl&dl=0 

I respectfully request that the City Clerk confirm receipt and 
verify that these links are active and accessible within the 
electronic record for Council File No. 25-1518. 

Sincerely, 
Sieglinde Kruse Blue 
Sieglinde Kruse Blue 

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/wi6c2h7w3kkt0p0i3j3j3/1.-09-08-2023_Traci-Park-Marilyn-Monroe-Home-Preservation-Press-Conference.mp4?rlkey=ghmtv2r37uykeg6kinrveu1g2&st=yoqx1xyn&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/wi6c2h7w3kkt0p0i3j3j3/1.-09-08-2023_Traci-Park-Marilyn-Monroe-Home-Preservation-Press-Conference.mp4?rlkey=ghmtv2r37uykeg6kinrveu1g2&st=yoqx1xyn&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/wi6c2h7w3kkt0p0i3j3j3/1.-09-08-2023_Traci-Park-Marilyn-Monroe-Home-Preservation-Press-Conference.mp4?rlkey=ghmtv2r37uykeg6kinrveu1g2&st=yoqx1xyn&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/u1hobjao4kuxikvc75cwe/2.-06-26-2024_Councilmember-Traci-Park-Marilyn-Monroe-Home-Historic-Designation.mp4?rlkey=i3kzsg1f1es4j1qisgpppzrzi&st=2f673lha&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/u1hobjao4kuxikvc75cwe/2.-06-26-2024_Councilmember-Traci-Park-Marilyn-Monroe-Home-Historic-Designation.mp4?rlkey=i3kzsg1f1es4j1qisgpppzrzi&st=2f673lha&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/u1hobjao4kuxikvc75cwe/2.-06-26-2024_Councilmember-Traci-Park-Marilyn-Monroe-Home-Historic-Designation.mp4?rlkey=i3kzsg1f1es4j1qisgpppzrzi&st=2f673lha&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/wwk5gkzxxth1mbje5ljda/3.-We-interviewed-Traci-Park-the-councilwoman-who-has-heroically-saved-the-Marilyn-Monroe-House.mp4?rlkey=jf91m8whkd57nrwk6bywwx8xf&st=f56mbfzl&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/wwk5gkzxxth1mbje5ljda/3.-We-interviewed-Traci-Park-the-councilwoman-who-has-heroically-saved-the-Marilyn-Monroe-House.mp4?rlkey=jf91m8whkd57nrwk6bywwx8xf&st=f56mbfzl&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/wwk5gkzxxth1mbje5ljda/3.-We-interviewed-Traci-Park-the-councilwoman-who-has-heroically-saved-the-Marilyn-Monroe-House.mp4?rlkey=jf91m8whkd57nrwk6bywwx8xf&st=f56mbfzl&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/wwk5gkzxxth1mbje5ljda/3.-We-interviewed-Traci-Park-the-councilwoman-who-has-heroically-saved-the-Marilyn-Monroe-House.mp4?rlkey=jf91m8whkd57nrwk6bywwx8xf&st=f56mbfzl&dl=0


Communication from Public
 
 
Name: Kate
Date Submitted: 03/05/2026 08:18 PM
Council File No: 25-1518 
Comments for Public Posting:  I support the preservation of the Barry Building. I do not want to

see the Barry Building demolished for no new project. The owner
is proposing demolition for what would likely become a vacant
lot, despite viable alternatives for rehabilitation and reuse—a
troubling scenario for a designated Historic-Cultural Monument. 



Communication from Public
 
 
Name:
Date Submitted: 03/05/2026 08:55 PM
Council File No: 25-1518 
Comments for Public Posting:  Please upload the attached file titled: "Barry Building - In Suport

of Appeal.pdf" This is being submitted for the March 6, 2026 Los
Angeles City Council meeting Continuation Agenda Item 14 in
Support of the Appeal, Barry Building. The addresses concerns
about Independent Judgement in light of systemic integrity issues. 



 
Council File No. 25-1518 

In Support of Appeal 

VIA ONLINE SUBMITTAL TO COUNCIL FILE NO. 25-1518 

DATE: March 6, 2026 

TO: Members of the Los Angeles City Council 

RE: SUPPORT FOR APPEAL | Objection to Statement of Overriding Considerations (SOC) | 
Barry Building (HCM #887) | Continuation Agenda Item 14 for the March 6, 2026 Meeting 

I. POSITION: IN SUPPORT OF APPEAL AND PRESERVATION 

We strongly support the appeal of the demolition permit for the Barry Building (HCM #887). The 
City’s proposed reliance on a Statement of Overriding Considerations (SOC) to justify the 
destruction of a designated Historic-Cultural Monument is a failure of the City’s duty to protect 
its cultural resources. We urge the Council to reject the demolition and uphold the 
recommendations of the Cultural Heritage Commission. 

II. FAILURE OF INDEPENDENT JUDGMENT (PRC § 21082.1) 

We formally object to the City’s reliance on a financial infeasibility finding based exclusively on 
studies prepared and paid for by the project applicant. Under CEQA (Public Resources Code § 
21082.1), the lead agency is legally mandated to perform an independent evaluation of all 
feasibility data. Adopting developer-funded findings without a third-party, City-commissioned 
analysis constitutes a failure of independent judgment and renders the SOC legally inadequate. 

III. CONTEXT OF SYSTEMIC INTEGRITY ISSUES (2016–2026) 

The administrative record must reflect the public’s concern regarding the lack of independent 
oversight in land-use matters. Federal prosecutors in United States v. Huizar (2:20-cr-00326) 
identified the City’s discretionary approval system as a tool used to facilitate a Criminal 
Enterprise and a pay-to-play bribery scheme. By adopting a discretionary SOC based on biased 
data, the Council risks perpetuating the procedural vulnerabilities that led to the racketeering 
convictions of the last decade. 

Figure Role / Committee Status / Legal 
Finding 

Systemic Relevance 

Jose Huizar Former PLUM Chair Federal RICO 
Conviction 

Architect of a criminal 
enterprise involving 

land-use bribes. 
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Council File No. 25-1518 

In Support of Appeal 
 

Figure Role / Committee Status / Legal 
Finding 

Systemic Relevance 

Raymond Chan Former GM of 
LADBS 

Federal Conviction 
(2024) 

Facilitated payoffs 
between developers 

and city officials. 

Mitch Englander Former PLUM 
Member 

Federal Conviction Convicted of 
obstructing a probe into 

cash and gifts from 
developers. 

John Lee Current PLUM 
Member 

$138,124.32 Ethics 
Fine 

Max penalty (Dec 
2025) for actions taken 
while Chief of Staff to 

Mitch Englander. 

Curren Price Current 
Councilmember 

Ordered to Trial (Jan 
2026) 

Alleged "pay-to-play" 
involving over $950,000 

in developer-related 
payments. 

IV. THE CHIEF OF STAFF AND CURRENT PLUM ROLE 

The public’s concern is heightened by the fact that Councilmember John Lee is a current 
member of the PLUM Committee, yet he was recently sanctioned for his conduct while serving 
as Chief of Staff to Mitchell Englander. The Ethics Commission’s December 2025 ruling citing a 
"pattern of affirmative actions" to hide prohibited gifts underscores the absolute necessity for 
independent, third-party verification of the financial claims being used to justify this demolition. 

V. CONCLUSION 

The Council has a choice: uphold the law and protect a Landmark, or continue a pattern of 
"rubber-stamping" developer-funded studies.  

We urge you to uphold the appeal. 
Attachments 
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Communication from Public
 
 
Name: Ziggy Kruse Blue
Date Submitted: 03/05/2026 09:13 PM
Council File No: 25-1518 
Comments for Public Posting:  Subject: Urgent Inquiry Regarding Procedural Reconsideration

and Request for Deliberation I am writing to express serious
concerns regarding the recent procedural shifts involving Council
File 25-1518. On March 4, 2026, this item was voted on and
passed as a consent item. I am seeking immediate clarification as
to why Council President Harris-Dawson subsequently moved to
reconsider the item, and the rationale behind Councilmember
Park’s second of that motion. I have reached out to both CD 11
Legislative Deputies via email and left a message for Council
District 8 regarding these maneuvers. Given that tomorrow’s
meeting (March 6th) is the final opportunity for public
transparency on this matter, I am inquiring whether Item 14 will
be "held special" for deliberation. Because this is a time-sensitive
matter of significant public interest, I am formally requesting that
Item 14 be pulled for a full hearing during the Friday session. This
matter must not be buried in a consent calendar without the
opportunity for formal Council deliberation and public testimony.
Sincerely, Ziggy Kruse Blue 



RE: URGENT: Council File 25-1518 | Reconsideration of Item 8 / Friday Item 14 ... Please
see email for details ...

From: Ziggy Kruse (ziggykruse2005@yahoo.com)

To: sarah.flaherty@lacity.org; kevin.brunke@lacity.org

Cc: bob.blue@live.com; ziggykruse2005@yahoo.com

Date: Thursday, March 5, 2026 at 12:14 PM PST

Dear Sarah and Kevin,

I am writing to seek urgent clarification regarding the proceedings from the

March 4, 2026 Council meeting and the upcoming agenda for Friday concerning

Council File 25-1518.

Could you please provide some insight into why Council President Harris-

Dawson moved to reconsider Item 8 from the 03-04-2026 agenda after it had

already been voted on as a consent item? Additionally, we are interested in

the rationale behind Councilmember Park’s decision to second that motion.

Furthermore, regarding Friday’s agenda, I am inquiring if Item 14 (the

reconsidered item) will be called special. Given the significance of this

matter, we want to ensure there is a clear opportunity for formal Council

deliberation as well as public input.

Because this matter is time-sensitive and Friday's meeting is approaching

quickly, I would appreciate a prompt response.

Thank you for your time and for your continued work for CD 11.

Sincerely,

Ziggy Kruse Blue

Yahoo Mail - RE: URGENT: Council File 25-1518 | Reconsideration of... https://mail.yahoo.com/d/folders/2/messages/296711?guce_referrer=a...
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Communication from Public
 
 
Name:
Date Submitted: 03/05/2026 09:16 PM
Council File No: 25-1518 
Comments for Public Posting:  It is significant to note that while the corrupt scheme began during

his tenure on the County Board of Supervisors, Mark
Ridley-Thomas was an active member of the Los Angeles City
Council at the time of his indictment in October 2021. He
remained a sitting councilmember throughout the legal
proceedings until the jury returned guilty verdicts on March 30,
2023, which led to his permanent removal from the City Council.
This timeline demonstrates that the breach of public trust was not
a distant historical matter but occurred while he held one of the
city's highest legislative offices. The fact that a sitting
councilmember was convicted of one count of conspiracy, one
count of bribery, and five counts of honest services fraud
highlights a pervasive lack of accountability within the city’s
governing body. As noted by U.S. Attorney Martin Estrada, this
case is part of a broader commitment to root out officials who
flout the law and abuse their positions of trust. Incorporating this
specific history into the record serves as a necessary reminder of
the structural integrity issues that have surfaced when personal
interests are placed over the good of the constituents. His
transition from the County Board of Supervisors to the City
Council allowed for a continuity of political power that spanned
decades, illustrating how these integrity issues are not isolated to
a single agency but are part of a broader pattern. His conviction
for monetizing his public office and using his political support as
a bargaining chip reflects a deep-seated culture where official
actions can be influenced by private benefits. This record of
corruption by a sitting member of the City Council further
validates concerns regarding the transparency and legitimacy of
municipal decisions impacting local communities. 













Communication from Public
 
 
Name: Ziggy Kruse Blue
Date Submitted: 03/05/2026 09:33 PM
Council File No: 25-1518 
Comments for Public Posting:  Subject: Documentation of Unequal Access and CD 11

Non-Responsiveness – Barry Building (HCM #887) I am
submitting the attached email into the public record to formally
document a lack of constituent engagement by Council District 11
regarding the Barry Building (HCM #887). On February 12,
2026, I emailed Planning Director Craig Bullock to request a brief
meeting to share vital context and concerns ahead of the PLUM
Committee hearing. This request followed a direct
recommendation from CD 10 Planning Deputy Hakeem
Parke-Davis. Despite this professional referral and the high
significance of this designated Historic-Cultural Monument, I
received no response to this inquiry.It is a matter of serious
concern that while supporters of the demolition have reportedly
received direct communication and engagement from the Council
office, the same courtesy and access have not been extended to the
appellant or supporters of preservation.As the Council prepares to
vote on the future of the Barry Building, the record must reflect
this disparity in access. I respectfully request that Item 14 be
"held special" for the March 6th meeting to ensure that this
landmark receives the fair, transparent, and balanced deliberation
it deserves. 



RE: Meeting Request: Barry Building (HCM #887) | Reference from Hakeem Parke-Davis
(CD 10) ... Please see email for details ...

From: Ziggy Kruse (ziggykruse2005@yahoo.com)

To: craig.bullock@lacity.org

Cc: bob.blue@live.com; ziggykruse2005@yahoo.com; hakeem.parke-davis@lacity.org

Date: Thursday, February 12, 2026 at 03:05 PM PST

Dear Craig,

We are writing to you today as constituents and advocates deeply involved in
the historic preservation of the Barry Building (HCM #887).

We just concluded a very productive Google-Meet conversation with Hakeem
Parke-Davis, Planning Deputy for Council District 10. During our discussion,
Hakeem mentioned that he has spoken with you regarding the Barry Building.
Based on that conversation and the importance of this site to the
architectural fabric of our district, Hakeem strongly recommended that we
reach out to you directly.

As you are aware, the upcoming PLUM Committee hearing on February 24th is a
critical juncture for this landmark. We would appreciate the opportunity to
meet with you virtually for a brief discussion to share our concerns and
provide context that we believe is vital for Councilwoman Park’s office to
consider.

We are available for a 20-to-30-minute virtual meeting as early as tomorrow,
Friday, February 13th, if your schedule allows for a spontaneous call.
Otherwise, we are happy to work around your schedule early next week.

Thank you for your time and for your dedication to the heritage of Council
District 11.

Sincerely,
Ziggy Kruse Blue & Bob Blue
(310-420-4918)

Yahoo Mail - RE: Meeting Request: Barry Building (HCM #887) | Refe... https://mail.yahoo.com/d/search/keyword=bullock/messages/295290?g...
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