
Communication from Public
 
 
Name:
Date Submitted: 03/05/2026 08:51 PM
Council File No: 25-1518 
Comments for Public Posting:  Please upload the attached file titled: "Barry Building - In Suport

of Appeal.pdf" This is being submitted for the March 6, 2026 Los
Angeles City Council meeting Continuation Agenda Item 14 in
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Council File No. 25-1518 

In Support of Appeal 

VIA ONLINE SUBMITTAL TO COUNCIL FILE NO. 25-1518 

DATE: March 6, 2026 

TO: Members of the Los Angeles City Council 

RE: SUPPORT FOR APPEAL | Objection to Statement of Overriding Considerations (SOC) | 
Barry Building (HCM #887) | Continuation Agenda Item 14 for the March 6, 2026 Meeting 

I. POSITION: IN SUPPORT OF APPEAL AND PRESERVATION 

We strongly support the appeal of the demolition permit for the Barry Building (HCM #887). The 
City’s proposed reliance on a Statement of Overriding Considerations (SOC) to justify the 
destruction of a designated Historic-Cultural Monument is a failure of the City’s duty to protect 
its cultural resources. We urge the Council to reject the demolition and uphold the 
recommendations of the Cultural Heritage Commission. 

II. FAILURE OF INDEPENDENT JUDGMENT (PRC § 21082.1) 

We formally object to the City’s reliance on a financial infeasibility finding based exclusively on 
studies prepared and paid for by the project applicant. Under CEQA (Public Resources Code § 
21082.1), the lead agency is legally mandated to perform an independent evaluation of all 
feasibility data. Adopting developer-funded findings without a third-party, City-commissioned 
analysis constitutes a failure of independent judgment and renders the SOC legally inadequate. 

III. CONTEXT OF SYSTEMIC INTEGRITY ISSUES (2016–2026) 

The administrative record must reflect the public’s concern regarding the lack of independent 
oversight in land-use matters. Federal prosecutors in United States v. Huizar (2:20-cr-00326) 
identified the City’s discretionary approval system as a tool used to facilitate a Criminal 
Enterprise and a pay-to-play bribery scheme. By adopting a discretionary SOC based on biased 
data, the Council risks perpetuating the procedural vulnerabilities that led to the racketeering 
convictions of the last decade. 

Figure Role / Committee Status / Legal 
Finding 

Systemic Relevance 

Jose Huizar Former PLUM Chair Federal RICO 
Conviction 

Architect of a criminal 
enterprise involving 

land-use bribes. 
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Figure Role / Committee Status / Legal 
Finding 

Systemic Relevance 

Raymond Chan Former GM of 
LADBS 

Federal Conviction 
(2024) 

Facilitated payoffs 
between developers 

and city officials. 

Mitch Englander Former PLUM 
Member 

Federal Conviction Convicted of 
obstructing a probe into 

cash and gifts from 
developers. 

John Lee Current PLUM 
Member 

$138,124.32 Ethics 
Fine 

Max penalty (Dec 
2025) for actions taken 
while Chief of Staff to 

Mitch Englander. 

Curren Price Current 
Councilmember 

Ordered to Trial (Jan 
2026) 

Alleged "pay-to-play" 
involving over $950,000 

in developer-related 
payments. 

IV. THE CHIEF OF STAFF AND CURRENT PLUM ROLE 

The public’s concern is heightened by the fact that Councilmember John Lee is a current 
member of the PLUM Committee, yet he was recently sanctioned for his conduct while serving 
as Chief of Staff to Mitchell Englander. The Ethics Commission’s December 2025 ruling citing a 
"pattern of affirmative actions" to hide prohibited gifts underscores the absolute necessity for 
independent, third-party verification of the financial claims being used to justify this demolition. 

V. CONCLUSION 

The Council has a choice: uphold the law and protect a Landmark, or continue a pattern of 
"rubber-stamping" developer-funded studies.  

We urge you to uphold the appeal. 
Attachments 
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Communication from Public
 
 
Name:
Date Submitted: 03/05/2026 04:39 PM
Council File No: 25-1518 
Comments for Public Posting:  This cultural, and may I say, intellectual landmark is an important

piece of our history. Many people have wonderful memories of
Dutton's Books, It featured a deep collection of books not found
in the usual lowbrow retail malls, which only sell the best-sellers
of the week. I augmented my reading material while I was at
UCLA with books from Dutton's, and they have served me well
for decades. We don't need another vacant lot. We don't want
another high-rise, dense multifamily building that would be built
in the minimalist Federal-Housing Projects-soon-to-be-a-slum
style. 



Communication from Public
 
 
Name:
Date Submitted: 03/06/2026 09:08 AM
Council File No: 25-1518 
Comments for Public Posting:  Agenda Item 14, March 6, 2026. Under Administrative Code

22.171, the owner/applicant has a duty to maintain this HCM. The
letters and attachments submitted by the applicant's representative
provides substantial evidence that the applicants have failed to
secure or proactively monitor the building. All of the issues
brought up by the applicant are the result of their own actions and
are self-imposed. It is the City's responsibility to hold the
owner/applicant responsible and uphold the City's Preservation
ordinance. 



Communication from Public
 
 
Name: Allison Strauss
Date Submitted: 03/06/2026 12:59 PM
Council File No: 25-1518 
Comments for Public Posting:  If you were brought to the Barry Building blindfolded having

never been there before, and then the blindfold was removed,
you’d instantly know you were you in Los Angeles, and more
specifically, northwest L.A. between Santa Monica and West
Hollywood. The Barry Building is an architectural treasure
because it tells you exactly where you are. There is no chance that
whatever would replace the Barry Building would match its
character. Further, I am tired of my city government rewarding
demolition by neglect. Historic-Cultural Monument designations
seem meaningless when there’s money involved and the city's
pattern of siding with blatantly greedy landlords is bad for our
morale as Angelenos. Thank you. 



Communication from Public
 
 
Name: Douglas Dutton
Date Submitted: 03/06/2026 05:27 PM
Council File No: 25-1518 
Comments for Public Posting:  I was the owner of Dutton's Book Store, housed in the Barry

Building, and I fully support not tearing it down. It is a landmark
that ought not be demolished for what it was, an historic sight and
an important gathering place for the community when it was
Dutton's Brentwood Book Store. 


