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2/17/26, 11:24 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Public Comments Not Uploaded Council File 25-1518 — Support the Appeal. Oppose Demolition of the ...

Los Angeles 1s a city governed by public process. Environmental review, public hearings, cultural
preservation — these are not obstacles; they are democratic safeguards.

When government bodies begin acting as though they can accelerate outcomes by narrowing public input,
minimizing oversight, or redefining precedent to suit convenience, that is not stewardship. It is executive

overreach.

Frankly, it begins to resemble the type of centralized, dismissive governance that many in this city actively
reject on the national stage.

Los Angeles cannot condemn Washington, D.C. for bypassing process while quietly doing the same here at
home.

The Architectural and Cultural Significance

The Barry Building, designed in 1951 by Milton Caughey, represents a transitional moment in Los Angeles’s
embrace of California Modernism — modest, material-honest, democratic in scale. It housed Dutton’s
Bookstore for over two decades, embedding itself in the intellectual life of Brentwood.

It may not be ornate. It may not be grand. But preservation is not a beauty contest.

If we only protect the spectacular, we lose the authentic.

The Ethical Question

If the City allows a landmark to be demolished after years of deterioration without a replacement plan, what
incentive remains for responsible stewardship?

What message does that send to every owner of a Historic-Cultural Monument?
Maintain it — or let it decay until demolition becomes “inevitable”?
That 1s not preservation policy. That is surrender.
I urge you to:
e Support the appeal
e Oppose demolition
Protect CEQA integrity

Reject demolition by neglect as a tactic
Preserve the credibility of Los Angeles’ Historic-Cultural Monument program

Do not allow a landmark to be reduced to a vacant lot in order to bypass our community’s right to public
hearings and environmental review.

Respectfully,
Gerald Bagg
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