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2026 Nisei Week Japanese Festival
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Los Angeles City Council hereby recognizes and celebrates the 
2026 NISEI WEEK JAPANESE FESTIVAL and the NISEI WEEK FOUNDATION for their extraordinary contributions 
to preserving and promoting Japanese and Japanese American culture, strengthening the Little Tokyo community, and 
enriching the cultural life of the City of Los Angeles; and

WHEREAS, the first Nisei Week Japanese Festival was held in Little Tokyo in 1934, created by second-generation Japanese 
Americans (Nisei) to revitalize the neighborhood during the Great Depression while celebrating the rich cultural traditions 
and enduring spirit of the Japanese American community; and

WHEREAS, the 2026 Nisei Week Court proudly continues a longstanding tradition of community leadership and cultural 
ambassadorship. The City of Los Angeles congratulates Ai Grace Kusayanagi, Jacqueline Fujiko Naito, Emily Kaori Gruhn, 
Deena Maiko Umeda, Kara Kimiko Chu, Meagan Sueko Pham, and Kailah Julianne Tokushige on this distinguished honor 
and thanks them for carrying forward the legacy of Nisei Week; and
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WHEREAS, today, the Nisei Week Japanese Festival is one of the nation's longest-running ethnic festivals and is produced 
by the nonprofit Nisei Week Foundation and hundreds of dedicated volunteers, bringing together residents and visitors 
through beloved traditions including the Coronation & Awards Celebration, Pioneer Spirit Luncheon, Grand Parade, Taiko 
Gathering, cultural exhibits, Plaza Festival, Ondo Closing Ceremony, and many other events that celebrate Japanese and 
Japanese American heritage; and

WHEREAS, for more than nine decades, Nisei Week has served as a cultural bridge that honors tradition while embracing 
new generations, promoting arts, education, civic engagement, and cross-cultural understanding throughout Los Angeles and 
Southern California; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Los Angeles City Council extends its sincere appreciation to the Nisei Week 
Foundation, its volunteers, community partners, and the Little Tokyo community for more than nine decades of service, 
cultural stewardship, and leadership, helping make Los Angeles one of the world's most vibrant and diverse cities.

WHEREAS, with the support of Issei merchants and community leaders, Nisei Week quickly became a cherished tradition 
that strengthened Little Tokyo's economic vitality, fostered intergenerational connections, and celebrated the contributions of 
Japanese Americans to the City of Los Angeles; and

WHEREAS, following the forced incarceration of Japanese Americans during World War II, the revival of Nisei Week in 
1949 became a powerful symbol of resilience, renewal, and the determination of the Little Tokyo community to preserve its 
history, culture, and identity for future generations; and
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her enduring service to the City of Los Angeles, the disability community, and the State of California.
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WHEREAS, as a trusted mentor, educator, and advocate, Dr. Hughes has fostered greater understanding of Deaf culture and 
American Sign Language while inspiring countless leaders to build communities where every individual is respected, 
empowered, and afforded equal opportunity; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Hughes has also been a valued partner to the City of Los Angeles and its Department on Disability, working 
collaboratively to advance accessibility, emergency preparedness, public policy, communication access, and community 
engagement, helping create a more inclusive and equitable Los Angeles for Deaf, Hard of Hearing, DeafBlind, and 
DeafDisabled residents;

WHEREAS, Dr. Patricia Hughes has devoted her career to advancing equity, accessibility, and opportunity for Deaf, Hard of 
Hearing, DeafBlind, and DeafDisabled individuals, demonstrating extraordinary leadership and an unwavering commitment 
to ensuring full inclusion and equal participation in every aspect of community life; and

Seconded by: ■

WHEREAS, through decades of advocacy, collaboration, and public service, Dr. Hughes has helped shape policies, best 
practices, and systems that have expanded communication access, strengthened disability rights, and increased opportunities 
for independence, education, employment, and civic participation for Deaf, Hard of Hearing, DeafBlind, and DeafDisabled 
individuals throughout California and the nation; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Los Angeles City Council hereby honors DR. PATRICIA HUGHES 
for her extraordinary leadership, pioneering contributions, and lifelong dedication to advancing accessibility, civil rights, and 
equal opportunity for Deaf, Hard of Hearing, DeafBlind, and DeafDisabled individuals, and extends its deepest gratitude for

WHEREAS, as Chief Executive Officer of the Greater Los Angeles Agency on Deafness (GLAD), Dr. Hughes has provided 
visionary leadership to one of the nation’s foremost organizations serving the Deaf community, expanding programs and 
services that promote independent living, employment, housing, communication access, advocacy, and community 
empowerment throughout Southern California; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Hughes has been a pioneering force in advancing communication access across the United States, providing 
technical expertise on disability rights legislation, helping establish the nation’s first statewide nonprofit-operated 
Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS) and TTY equipment distribution program, and contributing to the implementation 
of Title IV of the Americans with Disabilities Act, leaving a lasting legacy that has transformed accessibility for generations 
of Deaf and Hard of Hearing Americans; and

WHEREAS, as a trailblazer in education and public service, Dr. Hughes became the first Deaf individual admitted to Seattle 
University’s Master of Public Administration program and the first Deaf individual to earn a Doctor of Philosophy in 
Organizational Development from Union Institute, inspiring future generations of leaders through her example; and

Dr. Patricia Hughes
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WHEREAS, Lalo Garcia, a celebrated artist whose vibrant work deeply enriches the cultural and spiritual 
fabric of Southern California, was born in La Cieneguita, Michoacan, Mexico, and raised from the age of 13 in 
the San Fernando Valley; and

WHEREAS, Lalo Garcia, for more than 35 years, has devoted his life to the arts, channeling his deep 
connection to his native culture, his steadfast faith, and an enduring commitment to preserving Mexican 
folklore into extraordinary and timeless visual compositions; and

WHEREAS, Lalo Garcia’s sacred artwork adorns prominent sacred spaces throughout the United States and 
the City of Los Angeles, including Saint Bernardine of Siena in Woodland Hills, St. Helen’s Church in South 
Gate, Our Lady of Peace in North Hills, and St. Jane Frances de Chantal in North Hollywood; and

WHEREAS, Lalo Garcia holds the prestigious distinction of being one of eleven commissioned artists 
selected by the Archdiocese of Los Angeles to create permanent artwork for the Cathedral of Our Lady of the 
Angels, a historic architectural and cultural landmark in downtown Los Angeles; and

WHEREAS. Lalos Garcia’s gallery and museum exhibitions span the United States, Mexico, and Spain, 
featuring solo and juried showcases at the Casa de la Cultura in Las Cruces, New Mexico, the Casa de la 
Cultura in Fresno, California, the Archdiocese of Los Angeles Religious Education Congress in Anaheim, and 
traveling exhibits organized by Christians in the Visual Arts (CIVA) and SEEDS Fine Art Exhibits; and

WHEREAS, serving as the in-house designer for liturgical arts firm Martinez & Murphy, Inc., Lalo Garcia 
crafted historic designs, including the official vestments and miters for Pope John Paul II and all 350 Roman 
Catholic bishops during the Papal Visit to Los Angeles, as well as the vestment worn by His Beatitude, 
Metropolitan Theodosius, celebrating the millennium of Christianity in Russia in 1988; and

WHEREAS, Lalo Garcia has championed community arts education, leading workshops for youth and adults 
through the Autry Museum of the American West and the Southwest Museum, while serving as a key creative 
consultant for major regional cultural events celebrating Dia de los Muertos, Cinco de Mayo, Mexican 
Independence Day, and the Feast Day of Our Lady of Guadalupe; and .

WHEREAS, demonstrating remarkable versatility as a performing artist, Lalo Garcia founded the Grupo 
Folklorico Fiesta Mexicana dance company in San Fernando, serving as director and choreographer, and 
touring extensively across the United States and Mexico, including featured national performances on Linda 
Ronstadt’s acclaimed Canciones de Mi Padre and Mds Canciones tours; and

WHEREAS, through his sacred public art, fine arts exhibitions, community outreach, commercial design, and 
regular media appearances on Univision and Telemundo, Lalo Garcia continues to serve as an invaluable 
cultural ambassador for the City of Los Angeles:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Los Angeles City Council does hereby commend and 
honor LALO GARCIA for his outstanding contributions to the arts, his dedication to preserving rich cultural 6 
traditions, and his decades of extraordinary service to the community and people of Los Angeles.Elle f Ca]2c07‘9 l >
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Comite Mexicano Civico Patriotico - 95th Anniversary

Councilmember, 14th District

WHEREAS, beginning in 1931, the Committee organized a Cinco de Mayo celebration at Lincoln Park, establishing a 
longstanding tradition that honored Mexico’s history while strengthening cultural identity and community among Mexican 
and Mexican American families; and

WHEREAS, in 1933, the Committee established the annual Grito de Dolores celebration, commemorating Father Miguel 
Hidalgo y Costilla’s historic call for Mexican independence and creating one of Los Angeles’ most enduring civic and 
cultural traditions; and

WHEREAS, through the Senorita Fiestas Patrias Mexicanas Cultural Pageant, scholarship opportunities, educational 
programs, festivals, and year-round cultural and civic events, the Comite Mexicano Civico Patriotico continues to foster 
cultural pride, leadership, education, and service among young people while preserving the rich traditions and heritage of the 
Mexican community; and

WHEREAS, the Comite Mexicano Civico Patriotico was founded on July 17, 1931, by Don Rafael de la Colina Riquelme, 
then Consul General of Mexico in Los Angeles, together with community leaders and local business owners committed to 
preserving Mexican history, culture, traditions, and civic pride for future generations;
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WHEREAS, in 1946, the Committee launched the East Los Angeles Mexican Independence Day Parade, which has grown 
into one of the nation’s largest and longest-running celebrations of Mexican Independence Day, welcoming thousands of 
participants and spectators each year through marching bands, folklorico dancers, equestrian groups, community 
organizations, cultural performances, and civic leaders in celebration of Mexico’s independence and the vibrant Mexican 
heritage of Los Angeles; and

WHEREAS, the celebration of the Committee’s 95th Anniversary and the 80th East Los Angeles Mexican Independence 
Day Parade stands as a testament to the enduring contributions of generations of volunteers, community leaders, and families 
whose dedication has helped make Los Angeles one of the nation's premier centers for the celebration of Mexican history, 
culture, and heritage; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Los Angeles City Council hereby honors and celebrates the COMITE 
MEXICANO CIVICO PATRIOTICO on the occasion of its 95th Anniversary and congratulates the organization on the 
80th East Los Angeles Mexican Independence Day Parade, recognizing ninety-five years of preserving Mexican history, 
culture, and traditions, strengthening community, and enriching the cultural life of the City of Los Angeles through its 
enduring legacy of civic leadership and service.

WHEREAS, for 95 years, the Comite Mexicano Civico Patriotico has served as a steadfast advocate for the Mexican and 
Mexican American community, preserving cultural traditions, supporting families in times of need, celebrating civic 
milestones, and strengthening the cultural fabric of Los Angeles through community service; and

Seconded by: Clad

Presented by: Ualul 1
YSABEL JURADO

I 2 226

CITY OF LOS ANGELES



RESOLUTION

/0
Councilmember, 14th District

AUG 1 4 2026

WHEREAS, as Grand Performances celebrates its 40th Anniversary, it continues its mission of inspiring community, 
celebrating diversity, and uniting Los Angeles through free access to global performing arts, carrying forward a legacy that 
has enriched the cultural life of the City for generations;

WHEREAS, for four decades, Grand Performances has stood as a defining cultural institution in Downtown Los Angeles, 
bringing people together across neighborhoods, generations, and backgrounds to celebrate the unifying power of the 
performing arts and demonstrating how free public programming can strengthen community and enrich civic life; and

WHEREAS, through its commitment to artistic excellence and cultural inclusion, Grand Performances has presented 
internationally renowned artists while providing early career opportunities to many of the most celebrated performers in Los 
Angeles, including Ozomatli, La Santa Cecilia, Kamasi Washington, Diavolo Dance Company, and the daKAH Hip Hop 
Orchestra, helping launch remarkable artistic careers while ensuring homegrown talent could share the stage with 
world-renowned performers; and

WHEREAS, Grand Performances has consistently reflected the many cultures, traditions, and stories that make Los Angeles 
extraordinary, presenting artists from Latin America, Africa, Central and East Asia, and communities across the globe while 
building greater appreciation, understanding, and connection across the many communities that call the City home; and

WHEREAS, for forty years, Grand Performances has welcomed generations of Angelenos to California Plaza through free 
performances that have transformed summer evenings into celebrations of music, dance, theater, spoken word, film, and 
cultural expression, creating unforgettable shared experiences in the heart of Downtown Los Angeles; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Los Angeles City Council hereby honors and celebrates GRAND 
PERFORMANCES on the occasion of its 40th Anniversary, recognizing four decades of extraordinary contributions to the 
cultural life of Los Angeles, its unwavering commitment to making world-class performing arts freely accessible to all, its 
steadfast support of artists from Los Angeles and around the world, and its enduring legacy of bringing communities together 
through the power of the arts.

WHEREAS, through partnerships with schools, libraries, community organizations, and neighborhood groups, Grand 
Performances has expanded opportunities for young people and families to experience the arts, affirming that the performing 
arts are essential to vibrant, connected communities and should be accessible to everyone; and

WHEREAS, over the past four decades, Grand Performances has become Southern California’s longest-running presenter of 
free performing arts, welcoming more than one million audience members to performances, educational programs, 
workshops, and community events that have expanded access to the arts, strengthened community, and enriched the cultural 
life of Los Angeles; and

Grand Performances
Celebrating 40 Years of Arts, Culture, and Community in Downtown Los Angeles
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WHEREAS, through its contributions to tourism, local employment, arts and culture, charitable partnerships, and civic life, 
Hotel Figueroa has enriched the heart of Los Angeles and helped shape Downtown as a vibrant destination for residents and 
visitors from around the world; and

WHEREAS, the centennial of Hotel Figueroa offers an opportunity to celebrate not only a historic institution, but also the 
generations of visionary women, artists, workers, advocates, and guests whose presence within its walls helped define its 
remarkable legacy;

WHEREAS, designed in the Spanish Colonial Revival style and standing prominently along Figueroa Street, Hotel Figueroa 
has remained an iconic Downtown Los Angeles landmark for generations of Angelenos and visitors alike, bearing witness to 
the City’s transformation while preserving an important chapter of its cultural and architectural heritage; and

WHEREAS, after nearly a century of change and renewal, the hotel continues to honor its founding values by championing 
women in the arts through exhibitions and creative programming that showcase the work of local female artists, from 
emerging voices to internationally acclaimed talents; and

WHEREAS, on August 14, 1926, Hotel Figueroa opened its doors as a project of the Young Women’s Christian Association, 
becoming the largest commercial building in the United States financed, owned, and operated by women for women, and 
providing solo female travelers with safe, dignified, and welcoming accommodations at a time when women were often 
prohibited from checking into hotels without a male chaperone; and
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WHEREAS, under the leadership of Maude N. Bouldin, one of the nation’s first female hotel general managers, Hotel 
Figueroa became a gathering place for professional women from around the world, fostering communities rooted in 
intellectual exchange, artistic expression, civic participation, and mutual support; and

WHEREAS, throughout its storied history, Hotel Figueroa has served as a local touchstone for creativity and social 
engagement, hosting press conferences, political rallies, and meetings that challenged sexism, racism, and other injustices, 
reflecting Los Angeles’ enduring spirit of activism and progress; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Los Angeles City Council hereby honors and celebrates HOTEL 
FIGUEROA on the occasion of its 100th Anniversary, recognizing a century of groundbreaking hospitality, cultural 
leadership, and community impact, and commending its enduring legacy as a symbol of innovation, inclusion, and the 
pioneering spirit that defines the City of Los Angeles.

Hotel Figueroa
Honoring Hotel Figueroa on the Occasion of Its Centennial
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WHEREAS, Liberty Hill's efforts have also rippled through the sector of philanthropy, spreading a message 
of "Change, not Charity" and inspiring numerous foundations and donors to support community 
organizing; and

WHEREAS, the Foundation focused on investing in long-term organizing, coalition building, and the 
movement infrastructure needed to win durable systemic change; and

WHEREAS, Liberty Hill’s work has reimagined traditional philanthropy by democratizing grantmaking 
decisions and shifting power to the community via its pioneering Community Funding Board model; and

WHEREAS, the work supported by Liberty Hill over the past five decades has strengthened movements, 
transformed communities, and nurtured generations of leaders who are at the forefront of systems 
change in Los Angeles and beyond; and

WHEREAS, Liberty Hill Foundation's critical support for issues such as racial justice, youth justice, housing 
and economic justice, environment and climate justice, LGBTQ+ and gender justice—and its Agenda for a 
Just Future—have all seen major progress, including reductions in the number of youth in prison and the 
expansion of youth development funding across California; expansions of tenant protections and the 
successful passage of multiple ballot measures centered on homelessness prevention; and the passage of 
laws winding down neighborhood oil drilling; and

WHEREAS, for 50 years, Liberty Hill has helped Los Angeles fight what harms our communites and build 
what heals them, and is now planting the seeds of a more just, democratic, and hopeful future shared by 
all:

WHEREAS, the foundation's support of community-based efforts to achieve social justice has fueled major 
breakthroughs in organizing and policy reform across Greater Los Angeles, with nationwide ripple effects 
that helped build power and improve lives for five decades; and

WHEREAS, those early investments helped transform the social justice landscape of Los Angeles, fueling 
grassroots movements, and establishing core values of trust, partnership, and community leadership that 
still guide Liberty Hill today; and

WHEREAS, Liberty Hill Foundation was founded in 1976 by Sarah Pillsbury, Larry Janss, Win McCormack, 
and Anne Mendel, four young people of means who had a vision for a new model of community-centered 
philanthropy; and

RESOLUTION­

Liberty Hill
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NOW, TH EREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that by the adoption of this resolution, the Los Angeles City Council 
does hereby recognize and congratulate Liberty Hill Foundation on its 50th anniversary.
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WHEREAS, With the idea of multiculturalism in mind, the Los Angeles Korean Festival has 
grown to be one of the largest ethnic celebrations in the nation.

WHEREAS, The festival is headquartered at Seoul International Park in Koreatown and 
expands onto Irolo St/Normandie Ave between Olympic Blvd and San Marino St; and

WHEREAS, The annual festival takes place a week after Chuseok, the Korean Thanksgiving 
and is a four-day festival, beginning on Thursday and extending through Sunday; and

WHEREAS, The purpose of the festival is to celebrate the racial diversity of Los Angeles 
through the sharing of Korean culture to the surrounding communities; and

WHEREAS, Now in its 53rd year, the Los Angeles Korean Festival does a wonderful job in 
promoting Korean culture as well as advocating the cultural diversity which the city of Los 
Angeles is known for; and;

WHEREAS, The festival has become a symbol of racial harmony, as it provides a gateway for 
various ethnicities of the community to interact with each other and is free and open to the 
public, with many attractions for guests to enjoy; and

WHEREAS, Some of the staple attractions include the annual Korea Times parade, the Korean 
Agricultural Goods Expo, traditional Korean dance performances, musical performances 
(ranging from local talent to well-known Korean pop stars), and over 270 booths; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that by the adoption of this Resolution that the Council 
of the City of Los Angeles celebrates and recognizes the Los Angeles Korean Festival 
Foundation's 53rd Anniversary.

WHEREAS, The foundation’s mission is to provide a medium where different people can come 
together to learn not only about Korean culture but the multitude of different cultures that can be 
found situated in Los Angeles; and

WHEREAS, What started off as a way to celebrate and commemorate the heritage of recently 
immigrated Koreans continues to evolve with the changing needs of the community and is used 
as an instrument to enrich the lives of Koreatown and all of LA through the means of cultural 
exchange; and

WHEREAS, The Los Angeles Korean Festival Foundation is a non-profit organization with the 
specific and primary purpose of organizing and executing the community festival; and
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WHEREAS, Billy Gene Mills was born in Waco, Texas on November 19th, 1929, to Roosevelt 
Mills of Marshall, Texas and Rubye Mills of Texarkana, Texas, a family rooted in faith, 
education, and public service; and

WHEREAS, In 1963, Billy Mills was elected to the Los Angeles City Council, Council District 
8, making him one of the first of three Black Americans to serve; and

WHEREAS, He served alongside Gilbert Lindsay, and the future Mayor of Los Angeles, Tom 
Bradley; and

WHEREAS, After serving three terms on the City Council, Billy Mills was appointed to the Los 
Angeles Superior Court. He treated his time as a judge just as he did an attorney and City 
Council member, with unwavering fairness and dignity; and

WHEREAS, In the 1960s and 1970s Billy Mills fought alongside Martin Luther King Jr. during 
the Civil Rights Movement. He was committed to grassroots organizing and knew the 
importance of unity for social progress; and

WHEREAS, He was committed to serving the best interests of his constituents, even as 
redlining and financial capital burdens tried to hinder his capabilities. He did not let them; and

WHEREAS, After graduating as the first Black American from UCLA Law School, he began 
his professional career as a civil rights attorney. His son, James Edward Mills, describes, “He 
worked to defend the principles of due process and equal justice in a system that deprived many 
in our community of even the most basic human rights”; and

WHEREAS, Billy Gene Mills is survived by five children, nine grandchildren, and two 
great-grandchildren who continue to carry on his legacy:
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WHEREAS, Billy Mills completed his early and high school education in Texas where he 
attended A. J. Moore High School. He excelled as a student and was captain and quarterback of 
the football team. He was also on the debate and declamation squad and named “Most 
Outstanding Student” in 1947; and

WHEREAS, After graduation, he relocated to Los Angeles to attend college. He got his 
Associate of Arts degree from Compton College and Bachelor of Arts in English and Political 
Science and his Juris Doctor Degree from UCLA; and

RESOLUTION



NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that by adoption of this Resolution, the Los Angeles 
City Council and Mayor express their deepest condolences to the family of Billy Gene Mills, and 
honor his extraordinary legacy of perseverance, public service, and community leadership. The 
Los Angeles City Council recognizes his lasting impact on the community through his 
commitment to justice, fairness, and integrity.
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Council President, 8th District
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WHEREAS, as Legislative Director, Albizael Del Valle supported and helped lead the adoption of 
key policy initiatives championed by the Council President; and

WHEREAS, Albizael Del Valle has served the City of Los Angeles and the residents of Council 
District 8 for the past 10 years; and

WHEREAS, Albizael Del Valle began his career in Council District 8 as a Field Deputy, responding 
to the needs and concerns of constituents in the North and Southeast areas of the District; and

WHEREAS, Albizael Del Valle mentored many young community members and staffers who 
continue to contribute to this City, exemplifying and ethos of excellence, kindness, and commitment 
to community; and

WHEREAS, Albizael Del Valle helped lead the formation and development of Destination 
Crenshaw, a transformative project designed to celebrate the rich cultural heritage of Black Los 
Angeles, support local businesses, and create a vibrant, welcoming public space along the Crenshaw 
corridor; and

WHEREAS, as Economic Development Deputy and later as Capital Projects Director, Albizael Del 
Valle helped advance affordable housing and commercial development, expand active transportation 
projects, bring new grocery stores to South Los Angeles, in addition to facilitating a groundbreaking 
update to the South Los Angeles Community Plan Implementation Overlay; and

WHEREAS, Albizael Del Valle helped create and lead signature public events in Council District 8, 
including the Caribbean Heritage Festival and various Housing at Home celebrations that welcomed 
formerly unhoused community members into their new permanent supportive housing homes; and

WHEREAS, as Deputy District Director, Albizael Del Valle supported the unprecedented Senior 
Meals Program during the COVID-19 pandemic, ensuring seniors received nutritious meals from 
local, family-owned restaurants; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Los Angeles City Council, extends best wishes to Albizael 
Del Valle on all his future endeavors as he continues to work towards a brighter and better future for 
all. •
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that by adoption of this Resolution, the Los Angeles 
City Council congratulate and commend Albizael Del Valle for his outstanding accomplishments and 
exemplary service to the City of Los Angeles and the residents of Council District 8.
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