
 

File No. 26-0058 
 
GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS COMMITTEE REPORT relative to research and 
reporting on which State is represented by each engraving within the Council Chambers. 
 
Recommendation for Council action, pursuant to Motion (Rodriguez – Lee): 
 
DIRECT the Chief Legislative Analyst (CLA), with the assistance of Project Restore, to 
research and report on which State is represented by each engraving within the Council 
Chambers. 
 
Fiscal Impact Statement:  Neither the City Administrative Officer nor the Chief Legislative 
Analyst has completed a financial analysis of this report. 
 
Community Impact Statement:  None submitted. 
 
Summary: 
 
On February 17, 2026, your Committee considered a Motion (Rodriguez – Lee) relative 
to research and reporting on which State is represented by each engraving within the 
Council Chambers.  According to the Motion, Los Angeles City Hall is approaching its 100 
year anniversary as the anchor to the City's Civic Center.  It is one of the most iconic 
buildings in Los Angeles, not only for Angelenos advocating for change in their 
communities but throughout the world as symbols in numerous movies and television 
shows.  
 
Located in the section of the city where its commercial and social activities were centered 
a century ago, the building stands as a Distinct landmark in an area that transformed into 
the Civic and Administrative Center of the City and County of Los Angeles. Careful 
architectural details were incorporated into every aspect of the building to pay homage to 
the history of the area and California as well as industries that helped to build the City into 
the social and economic engine of the Western United States.  
 
One area that looked to incorporate a nod to all the States that were part of the Nation at 
the time of construction were the pillars in the City Council Chambers.  The twelve marble 
columns are monolithic, with varying c:-:haracteristics of the three kinds. The panels on 
each of the four sides of every capital contain designs emblematic of several states of the 
Union.  The 1928 Public Works book, written by George P. Hales, and was published 
upon completion of the building notes that California is represented by the Grizzly Bear, 
Texas by the Star, Massachusetts by the Codfish.  However, the remaining 45 States are 
not referenced and we have no record of the remaining states' emblems.  After 
consideration and having provided an opportunity for public comment, the Committee 
moved to recommend approval of the Motion.  This matter is now submitted to Council 
for its consideration. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 



 

 
Government Operations Committee 
  
COUNCILMEMBER VOTE 

PADILLA: YES 

LEE: YES 

JURADO: ABSENT 

  

ARL  

2/17/26  

  

-NOT OFFICIAL UNTIL COUNCIL ACTS- 


