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EMPOWERMENT CONGRESS CENTRAL AREA NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL 
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COMMUNITY IMPACT STATEMENT 

March 23, 2026 

To hon. members of  
Los Angeles City Council and Government Operations Committee 

RE: COUNCIL FILE 26-0124 
Changes to Requirements for Type-10 (Retail) Cannabis License Applications 

	 Empowerment Congress Central Area (ECC) Neighborhood Development 
Council strongly supports the proposed changes to the process by which cannabis 
businesses would be granted a type-10 (retail) license within the city of Los Angeles. 
We support changing the requirements for the reasons outlined in the motion, but 
also because of our Neighborhood Council’s personal experience with this process.  
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	 Throughout 2025, our organization was made aware of an applicant who was in 
the process of applying for a type-10 permit within a peaceful neighborhood without 
soliciting any meaningful consultation with the Neighborhood Council. Worse; when 
approached by community members and ECC board members for a dialogue, the 
applicants were insulting, rude, and dismissive of the residential neighbors who had 
legitimate questions about this cannabis dispensary. 

	 Despite letters of protest from this organization, faith and community leaders, 
the signatures of over 250 residents opposing the dispensary, and public testimony 
from 40+ constituents, Council District 8, LAPD Representatives — the applicants 
remained strangely optimistic that they’d still be granted their license. 

	 Paid consultants, hired by the applicants, told members of this board: 

	 “No matter how many people show up to complain or write letters, this 

application is going to be approved. It’s a done deal. This process is just theater.” 

	 That sentiment — abhorrent to the values of any civic democracy — was 
privately echoed by members of the Department of Cannabis Regulation, who 
believed their own organization was a “rubber stamp” for bad applicants like this. 

	 It was only through heroic efforts, testimony, and repeated public outcry that 
this particular license was ultimately denied. But the cynical and anti-democratic 
threats from the applicant and their consultants linger. This system needs drastic 
changes to prevent such incidents from ever occurring again. The motion from 
Councilwoman Padilla is a step in the right direction. We applaud and support it. 

 	 This CIS was approved by a vote of our entire present and non-recused board 
members (10 in favor, 0 against), with no abstentions on March 23, 2026 during our 
Neighborhood Council’s designated meeting.  

  Janay Coplon 
Chairperson 

Empowerment Congress Central Area Neighborhood Development Council




