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MARCH 24, 2026 
 
Community Impact Statement in Opposition to Council File 26-0286: LAPD Drone First 
Responder Program 
       

The Echo Park Neighborhood Council opposes Council File 26-0286, which would 
accept a $2.1 million donation from the Los Angeles Police Foundation to purchase 
drones, docking stations, and supporting infrastructure for LAPD's Drone as First 
Responder (DFR) program.      

LAPD already operates on a $3.3 billion budget. If the Police Foundation can raise $2.1 
million for drones, those funds should instead be redirected to underfunded city services 
— roads, street lights, housing — rather than supplementing an already substantial 
police budget.     

Proponents claim DFR will improve response times, enhance officer safety, and support 
de-escalation by deploying drones with HD and thermal imaging before ground units 
arrive. These claims warrant scrutiny. LAPD's track record shows a pattern of misusing 
existing tools: riot gear, tear gas, and less-lethal ammunition have been deployed 
against peaceful protesters, World Series celebrators, and ordinary residents. There is 
no demonstrated correlation between LAPD's continued growth and a safer Los 
Angeles.      

The civil liberties concerns are significant. Given LAPD's cooperation with ICE 
operations, expanded aerial surveillance creates serious risk of drones being used to 
target individuals based on immigration status or protected activity. Furthermore, if DFR 
can resolve calls without officer contact, that undermines the department's own 
justification for increased staffing and budget. 

      



The Echo Park Neighborhood Council urges the Council to reject CF 26-0286. If the 
Police Foundation wishes to make a donation, the City should redirect equivalent funds 
from the existing LAPD budget to other city agencies.  

 
On March 24, 2026, the EPNC Board of Governors held a Brown Act noticed-meeting, at 7pm.  
With a quorum of __14_____ board members present and vote count of 14__yeas, 0_nays, and 
_0_abstentions, the Board resolved to write a CISnOpposition to Council File 26-0286 
 
Respectfully,  
Echo Park Neighborhood Council 
 
____  ’ _______________________________________ 
Windy O’Malley 
Secretary, Echo Park Neighborhood Council 
 


