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Dear Members of the Los Angeles City Council, I’'m writing to
urge you to support the Charter Reform proposal to give the City
Controller an independent budget of no less than 0.42% of the
City’s General Fund. This matters to me because the Controller
should be able to oversee how my tax dollars are used with true
independence. An independent budget would ensure that the
Controller can carry out essential watchdog responsibilities
without the risk of political pressure or retaliation. I’ve been
consistently impressed by the work coming out of the Los
Angeles City Controller’s office under Kenneth Mejia. His audits
have been transparent, data?driven, and genuinely useful for the
public. What stands out most to me is his independence — he
approaches the role without partisan endorsements and stays
focused on accountability and service. That kind of non?partisan
leadership is something many residents value. As a voter who
prioritizes independence over party politics, I appreciated hearing
Kenneth Mejia speak with Christine Devine on Fox 11. What
resonated with me was his commitment to public service grounded
in independent thinking, free from the influence of political
parties. That approach reflects my own values and is one of the
reasons I supported him. I want elected officials who think for
themselves, who are willing to be mavericks when necessary, and
who put the interests of Los Angeles above partisan agendas.
Since taking office, Kenneth Mejia has demonstrated the qualities
I hoped for in a City Controller. His audits and financial reports
have been transparent, accessible, and grounded in data. He has
shown dependability, integrity, and a commitment to
accountability. On many of the issues facing our city, I find that
he and I share common ground — especially the belief that
honest, independent leadership is essential for Los Angeles to
move forward. For these reasons, I strongly urge you to support
the Charter Reform proposal establishing an independent budget
for the Controller’s office. Thank you for your time and
consideration. Sincerely, Lionel Mares, MPA



