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Dear City Council representatives, In this economic and political
time when ever enlarging corporations are dominating all aspects
of our lives, I urge each of you, as you revise the city's charter, to
include worker cooperatives alongside existing inclusion
programs such as MWBEs and SBEs, and recognize them as
eligible public-benefit objectives for City contracting preferences.
I have participated in various member and worker owned co-ops
since early 1980s and have lived at the Urban Soil Tierra Urbana
housing co-op (aka LA Eco-village) for over 14 years.
Participating in a work-owned coop is a personal growth
experience. Quality of life, quality and satisfaction with work are
enhanced because people learn how to make collective decisions
that affect how they work and how to best integrate work with
their lives. Members of worker owned co-ops take more pride in
their work, especially when they know that the quality of their
work will affect their share of profits. Their work related
co-operative skills are easily applied to other areas of their lives,
making them more likely to engage co-operatively in civic
activities. Historically, worker owned co-ops have helped people
survive harsh economic times, so there can be no better time than
the present to finally make this inclusion. Thank you for
considering.
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I am writing in support of the following reforms to the Charter, to
ensure that the Controller can fulfill their role as the City's
independent watchdog: Give the Controller an independent
budget of no less than 0.42% of the City’s General Fund Clarify
the Controller’s audit authority includes performance audits of
ALL City programs that are sourced from or use City tax dollars
(including those under elected offices) Allow the Controller to
hire outside counsel when necessary Enshrine the Controller’s
Fraud, Waste, and Abuse function (recommended by the Charter
Reform Commission) Require minimum qualifications for the
Controller Designate the Controller as the City’s Chief Financial
Officer



