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​                              
May 6, 2026 
 
TO 
Honorable City Council 
c/o Office of the City Clerk 
Los Angeles City Hall 
200 North Spring Street, Room 395 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
Mayor Karen Bass, City of Los Angeles; Budget and Finance Committee Chair Katy Yaroslavsky; Los Angeles 
City Council; Councilmember Nithya Raman, Council District 4; Councilmember Hugo Soto-Martinez, Council 
District 13 
 
CC 
General Manager Jimmy Kim, Department of Recreation and Parks; Los Angeles Bureau of Street Services; Los 
Angeles Bureau of Street Lighting; Los Angeles Department of Water and Power; Kevin Rutkowski, Secretary, 
SLNC; EmpowerLA / Department of Neighborhood Empowerment 
 
RE 
Community Impact Statement — FY 2026-27 City Budget (CF 26-0600): Requested Amendments Affecting 
Recreation and Parks, Street Services, Street Lighting, Silver Lake Reservoir Trail Lighting, and Neighborhood 
Council Funding 
 

 
 

COMMUNITY IMPACT STATEMENT 
 
Dear Mayor Bass, Chair Yaroslavsky, and Members of the City Council, 
 
The Silver Lake Neighborhood Council formally submits this Community Impact Statement pursuant to Los 
Angeles Administrative Code §Section 22.819, opposing the Mayor’s proposed FY 2026-27 City Budget (CF 
26-0600) unless amended in the five areas described below. Each request reflects documented conditions directly 
experienced by Silver Lake residents on a daily basis. 
 
1. Department of Recreation and Parks (RAP) 
The Mayor’s proposed budget allocates zero General Fund dollars to RAP, leaving the department entirely 
dependent on its charter-mandated property tax allocation and earned revenue. RAP’s operating budget of 
approximately $359 million falls nearly $200 million short of the $558 million annually identified by RAP’s own 
Park Needs Assessment as necessary to adequately staff, operate, and maintain the City’s park system. This gap is 
made more urgent by the simultaneous expiration of Proposition K in FY 2026-27, which has provided $25 
million annually for parks capital and operations with no replacement in place. Since 2009, the Full Cost 
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Recovery program has diverted approximately $1.35 billion from RAP’s core operations to the General Fund. 
Silver Lake is experiencing these consequences directly — the Silver Lake Recreation Center is now closed on 
Sundays, leaving residents without access to restrooms, the playground, and the basketball court one day every 
weekend. The SLNC urges the Council to restore meaningful General Fund support to RAP and prioritize park 
staffing, deferred maintenance, and Proposition K replacement funding. 
 
2. Bureau of Street Services — Repaving, Potholes & Infrastructure 
While the proposed budget increases the Bureau of Street Services allocation to approximately $200 million — up 
from $169 million — Silver Lake residents continue to experience deteriorating road conditions, persistent 
potholes, and deferred infrastructure repairs. The SLNC urges the Council to ensure this allocation delivers 
measurable, timely improvements to street conditions in Silver Lake and comparable residential neighborhoods, 
with priority given to streets with documented safety hazards and high residential use. 
 
3. Bureau of Street Lighting 
The Bureau of Street Lighting would receive a year-over-year increase of only approximately $200,000 under the 
Mayor’s proposed budget — wholly insufficient given the scale of the City’s street lighting crisis. As 
Councilmember Raman has noted, streetlights in Los Angeles currently take an average of one year to repair. 
Silver Lake residents consistently report dark streets and broken lights along residential corridors that go 
unaddressed for months. The SLNC urges the Council to significantly increase the Bureau of Street Lighting’s 
budget and ensure the Mayor’s Street Lights Initiative delivers timely repairs in Silver Lake, not solely 
high-visibility corridors. 
 
4. Silver Lake Reservoir Trail Lighting — LADWP & Bureau of Street Lighting Coordination 
The Silver Lake Reservoir trail system is the neighborhood’s most heavily used public amenity. Lighting along the 
trails are inconsistent and in many locations entirely absent, creating serious safety concerns after dark. As the 
reservoir infrastructure falls under LADWP jurisdiction, effective action requires coordination between the 
Bureau of Street Lighting and LADWP. The SLNC urges the Council to direct and fund this coordination and 
include adequate appropriations in FY 2026-27 to ensure full, consistent lighting along all Silver Lake Reservoir 
trails. 
 
5. Neighborhood Council Funding — Maintain Allocation & Allow Carryover 
The current base allocation of $25,000 per Neighborhood Council board represents a significant reduction from 
the prior $50,000 allocation and is insufficient for boards to fulfill their charter-mandated civic engagement 
duties. Current policy also prohibits Neighborhood Councils from carrying over unspent funds from one fiscal 
year to the next, forcing boards to rush end-of-year spending or forfeit resources earned through careful 
stewardship. The SLNC urges the Council to maintain the $25,000 allocation at minimum for FY 2026-27, restore 
it to $50,000 as conditions allow, and authorize carryover of unspent FY 2025-26 funds into FY 2026-27. 
The Budget and Finance Committee is holding hearings through early May 2026. The full City Council must 
adopt a final budget by May 29, 2026. The SLNC urges swift action on all five items. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Silver Lake Neighborhood Council 
℅ Audrey Moyer, Secretary 

PRESENTED BY: Ibrahim Mimou​
SECONDED BY: David Omenn​

YES: (13)  NO: (0) ABSTAIN: (1)  ABSENT: (0)  INELIGIBLE:(0)​
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