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conflict-resolution work that likely took deep cuts during the prior year’s across-the-board reductions. | ask
the committee to request a brief public report identifying which community-based problem-solving
programs were reduced or eliminated in the last two fiscal years, and to include a dedicated line item to
restore those with proven effectiveness.

5. Protect Public Access to the Budget Process

On Friday, April 24, | came to City Hall to attend the first budget hearing but was unable to enter the
chamber. | respectfully ask the committee to ensure all future hearings are fully accessible, with clear
signage, adequate seating, and staff available to assist members of the public who wish to participate.
Public access is not a courtesy—it is the foundation of the transparency this budget claims to fund.

Thank you for your time and your service. | look forward to attending a hearing in person very soon.

Respectfully,
Jonathan Michael Portela
Date: April 27, 2026



