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METRO TRANSPARENCY AND BUDGET OVERSIGHT

In my research, | have reviewed Metro's FY25 Audited Financials, which show a 524.5 million dollar line for
Professional and Technical Services, un-itemized, along with a 150 million dollar litigation settlement
approved in September 2025. Because the LAPD contract with Metro is funded in part through this budget, |
believe the Council would benefit from requesting an itemized breakdown of that line and a full public
disclosure of the settlement. Greater visibility into these expenditures would support more informed
budgeting by the Council.

SCAG DATA AND REGIONAL TRENDS

The Southern California Association of Governments published its Transportation Trends Report in March
2026, reviewing data across 27 transit agencies. The report documents that ridership recovery remains
incomplete. With Metro's public safety budget growing to 430 million dollars while fare assistance remains
flat, aligning spending with the ridership data could yield better service outcomes. | encourage the Council
to instruct its SCAG representatives to advocate for that alignment.

LIBRARY ACCESS

Public libraries are where | and many others conduct essential research and prepare civic participation.
Ensuring these spaces remain accessible and free of disruption supports the democratic process. |
respectfully ask the Council to reaffirm that library access is protected for all Angelenos.

IN CLOSING

| have shared this information in the spirit of collaboration. | am not here to assign blame but to contribute
facts that may help you optimize the use of public funds. Redirecting enforcement savings to shelter,
pausing algorithmic eligibility tools for review, and requesting greater transparency from Metro are practical
steps that | believe can move the city closer to its housing and equity goals.

| appreciate your time and remain available to provide any additional documentation that might be helpful.
Respectfully,

Jonathan M. Portela



