
JEFFREY A. BERMAN  

LOS ANGELES, CA 90025  

April 26, 2026 

To The Members of the Los Angeles City Budget and Finance Committee 

Los Angeles City Hall 

200 North Spring Street 

Los Angeles, CA, 90012 

Clerk ... BudgetandFinanceCommittee@Jacity_._oc:g 

Re: Mayor's Proposed Budget (Council File: 26-0600)-Proposal of Best Friends and ASPCA 

Dear Committee Members: 

I write in support of the $14 million proposal of Best Friends and the ASPCA designed to 

support LA Animal Services and improve lifesaving outcomes of the cats and dogs confined 

to City shelters. 

My wife and I have lived in Council District No. 5 for more than four decades. During that 

entire period, we have been the proud "parents" of eight rescued cats, currently Theodore 

and Maggie. Although the City has taken steps to reduce the number of shelter animals 

who are euthanized, it has not been as successful as it and the large number of LA citizens 

who support improvement of lifesaving outcomes might like. 

I am familiar with the Best Friends/ASPCA proposal, and believe that it would greatly assist 

the City in reaching our shared goals. 

Jeffrey A. Berman 

Cc: Katy Yaroslavsky, Council Member, CD 5. Councilmember.Yaroslavsky@lacity.org 



Second Request: DTLA Safety & Overtime Funding
1 message

Diamond Club West Coast, Inc. <admin@diamondclubwestcoast.com> Sun, Apr 26, 2026 at 1:11 PM
Bcc: Clerk.BudgetandFinanceCommittee@lacity.org

Dear Mayor Bass,

I write on behalf of Diamond Club West Coast, Inc. (DCWC), representing over 350 members in the DTLA Jewelry
District, many of whom are small, family-owned “mom and pop” businesses built over generations by
immigrant families who have contributed meaningfully to the economic and cultural fabric of our city. 

This is our second request for dedicated LAPD overtime funding of $4.5 million, specifically allocated
to DTLA.

For our members, this is not just a business, but their livelihoods and lifelong investments that support many families and
create jobs.

While citywide statistics may suggest improvement, the reality on the ground tells a different story. 

Those of us working in DTLA are experiencing an increase in theft, public disturbances, and visible disorder, which are
affecting our sense of safety and stability.

With ongoing LAPD staffing shortages, overtime remains the only immediate and effective way to ensure a
consistent and visible police presence, something our community urgently needs.

We respectfully request that this funding be specifically designated for Downtown deployment to create a
meaningful and lasting impact.

Attached are additional letters from members of the Jewelry District who share these concerns and strongly support this
request.

As Los Angeles prepares to host global events such as the FIFA World Cup and the Olympic Games, ensuring a safe and
welcoming Downtown is not only a local priority but an international responsibility.

 It reflects who we are as a city to the world.

We urge your prompt attention and approval of this request.

Thank you for your consideration and leadership

Thank You !!
Diamond Club West Coast Inc.
550 S. Hill St. Suite 1600
Los Angeles, CA-90013
www.diamondclubwestcoast.com
Ph: 213-623-1162

https://www.google.com/maps/search/550+S.+Hill+St.+Suite+1600+Los+Angeles,+CA-90013?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/550+S.+Hill+St.+Suite+1600+Los+Angeles,+CA-90013?entry=gmail&source=g
http://www.diamondclubwestcoast.com/


2 attachments

LAPD OT Request-2.zip
12395K

Diamond Club West Coast, Inc..pdf
146K

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=fe41a8d744&view=att&th=19dcb6bf9cf7d1cd&attid=0.1&disp=attd&realattid=f_mofb0ew80&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=fe41a8d744&view=att&th=19dcb6bf9cf7d1cd&attid=0.1&disp=attd&realattid=f_mofb0ew80&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=fe41a8d744&view=att&th=19dcb6bf9cf7d1cd&attid=0.2&disp=attd&realattid=f_mofb0ng71&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=fe41a8d744&view=att&th=19dcb6bf9cf7d1cd&attid=0.2&disp=attd&realattid=f_mofb0ng71&safe=1&zw


550 S. Hill St. Suite 1600 Los Angeles, CA-90013 

Ph: 213-623-1162  

info@diamondclubwestcoast.com 

www.diamondclubwestcoast.com 

 

Mayor Karen Bass 

200 N Spring St. Los Angeles, CA 90012 

Subject: Urgent Request for Dedicated $4.5 Million LAPD Overtime Funding for 

Downtown Los Angeles 

Dear Mayor Bass, 

I write on behalf of Diamond Club West Coast, Inc. (DCWC), a nonprofit organization 

representing over 350 diverse members in the DTLA Jewelry District. Our members’ livelihoods 

depend on a safe and secure environment for their businesses, employees, customers, and 

vendors. 

We respectfully urge the approval of dedicated overtime funding, specifically $4.5 million 

for the LAPD, allocated exclusively to DTLA. Attached are letters from members across the 

Jewelry District supporting this critical request. 

While citywide statistics may suggest improvement, the reality on the ground tells a different 

story. Quality-of-life issues including open drug use, theft, assaults, and ongoing public 

disturbances have become increasingly visible. For those of us who live and work in Downtown, 

the perception of safety has significantly declined. 

At the same time, the City continues to face officer attrition, hiring challenges, and budget 

constraints. With fewer officers available, overtime remains the only immediate and effective 

tool to maintain a visible and proactive police presence. Increased foot patrols, targeted 

deployments, and consistent enforcement in high-incident areas are essential to restoring safety 

and public confidence. 

It is also important to note that prior overtime funding was absorbed into the general LAPD labor 

budget and did not result in the sustained, visible presence Downtown requires. For this reason, 

we respectfully request that any newly approved overtime funding be specifically designated and 

protected for Downtown deployment. 

As Los Angeles prepares to host global events such as the FIFA World Cup and the Olympic 

Games, maintaining a safe and welcoming Downtown is not only a local priority but a matter of 

international importance. 

While overtime is not a permanent solution, it is a necessary and immediate step to stabilize 

current conditions. We urge you to prioritize and approve this funding without delay. 

Thank you for your leadership and attention to this critical matter. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

Radhika Malhotra 

Managing Director 

mailto:info@diamondclubwestcoast.com
http://www.diamondclubwestcoast.com/












Gems West, Inc. 
607 South Hill Street, Suite 422 

Los Angeles, CA 90014 

March 22, 2024 

Mayor Karen Bass 
200 N Spring St. 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

Subject: Urgent Request for Dedicated $4.5 million LAPD Overtime 
Funding for Downtown Los Angeles 

Dear Mayor Bass, 

I am writing to respectfully urge the approval of dedicated overtime 
funding for the Los Angeles Police Department, specifically 
allocated to Downtown Los Angeles. 

While citywide statistics may suggest improvements, the reality on the 
ground tells a different story. Quality-of-life issues—open drug use, 
theft, assaults, and ongoing public disturbances—have become 
increasingly visible. For those of us who live, work, and conduct 
business in Downtown, the perception of safety has significantly 
declined. 

At the same time, the City continues to face officer attrition, hiring 
challenges, and ongoing budget constraints. With fewer officers 
available, overtime remains the only immediate and effective tool 
to maintain a visible and proactive police presence. Increased foot 
patrols, stronger enforcement in high-incident areas, and targeted 
deployments are critical to restoring both safety and public 
confidence. 



It is also important to note that while overtime funding was approved 
previously, it was absorbed into the general LAPD labor budget and did 
not result in the sustained, visible presence Downtown requires. For this 
reason, we respectfully request that any newly approved overtime 
funding be specifically designated and protected for Downtown 
deployment. 

As Los Angeles prepares to host global events such as the FIFA World 
Cup and the Olympic Games, maintaining a safe and welcoming 
Downtown is not only a local priority but a matter of international 
significance. 

Overtime is not a permanent solution, but it is a necessary and 
immediate step to stabilize current conditions. We urge you to prioritize 
and approve this funding without delay. 

Thank you for your leadership and attention to this critical matter. 

Sincerely, 

Sincerely, 

Vatche Shirikjian, President 





 
GLAM EXCELLENCE INC 

550 SOUTH HILL STREET, SUITE 512, LOS ANGELES, CA 90013, USA 
Mob: (+1) 626-423-3666; Tel: (+1) 213-817-2519 

Email: glamexcellenceinc@gmail.com 
 

 
Mayor Karen Bass 
200 N Spring St.  
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
04/21/2026 
 
Subject: Public Safety Concerns in the Jewelry District 
 
Dear Mayor Bass, 
 
I work in the Downtown Los Angeles Jewelry District and wanted to share my concerns 
regarding safety in our area. 
 
On a daily basis, I witness situations that make employees and visitors uncomfortable—
open drug use, theft, and unpredictable behavior. Many of us feel unsafe commuting to 
and from work, especially during early or late hours. 
 
I understand the challenges the city is facing with staffing and budget constraints, but 
with fewer officers available, overtime for the Los Angeles Police Department is the 
only immediate way to improve visibility and response. 
 
I also want to emphasize that last year’s overtime funding did not result in a noticeable 
increase in patrols in our area. This time, we ask that funding be specifically allocated to 
Downtown Los Angeles so it can make a real impact. 
 
Your support in increasing safety for those of us who work here would mean a great 
deal. 
 
Sincerely, 
Meet Jethva 
(PRESIDENT) 
 
 

mailto:glamexcellenceinc@gmail.com






                                                                             
                                    “The Place for Gemology”                                                                                                    

               

April 24, 2026 

 

Mayor Karen Bass 

200 N Spring St. 

Los Angeles, CA 90012 

 

Subject:  Request for Dedicated $4.5 million LAPD Overtime for Downtown Los Angeles 

 

Dear Mayor Bass, 

 

I am a business owner in the Downtown Los Angeles Jewelry District, writing to urge the 

approval of dedicated overtime funding for the Los Angeles Police Department, specifically for our area. 

 

Despite reports of declining crime, the day-to-day reality in our district reflects increasing 

concerns—retail theft, aggressive behavior, and visible illegal activity. These conditions are 

affecting employee safety, customer confidence, and the ability to conduct business. 

 

With ongoing attrition, hiring challenges, and City budget limitations, overtime is the only 

immediate solution to maintain a visible and effective police presence. 

 

Last year’s overtime allocation, while appreciated, was absorbed into the general LAPD labor 

budget and did not result in consistent coverage in Downtown. We respectfully request that any 

new funding be specifically designated for Downtown deployment. 

 

A visible LAPD presence is critical to restoring confidence and stability in our district. I urge you 

to prioritize this request. 

 

Thank you in advance for your leadership. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Charles I. Carmona, President 

Guild Laboratories, Inc.  

cicarmona@gmail.com 

      

mailto:cicarmona@gmail.com






 
550 S. Hill St. Suite 690, Los Angeles CA 90013 
213-623-5015 HorizonDiamondsLA@gmail.com 

 
Mayor Karen Bass 
200 N Spring St.  
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
April 24, 2026 
 
Subject: Request for Dedicated $4.5 million LAPD Overtime for Downtown Los 
Angeles 
 
Dear Mayor Bass, 
 
I am a business owner in the Downtown Los Angeles Jewelry District, writing to urge 
the approval of dedicated overtime funding for the Los Angeles Police Department, 
specifically for our area. 
 
Despite reports of declining crime, the day-to-day reality in our district reflects increasing 
concerns—retail theft, aggressive behavior, and visible illegal activity. These conditions 
are affecting employee safety, customer confidence, and the ability to conduct business. 
 
With ongoing attrition, hiring challenges, and City budget limitations, overtime is the 
only immediate solution to maintain a visible and effective police presence. 
 
Last year’s overtime allocation, while appreciated, was absorbed into the general LAPD 
labor budget and did not result in consistent coverage in Downtown. We respectfully 
request that any new funding be specifically designated for Downtown deployment. 
 
A visible LAPD presence is critical to restoring confidence and stability in our district. I 
urge you to prioritize this request. 
 
Sincerely, 
Krina Shah 
Horizon Diamonds, Inc 
213-623-5015 
 
 
 







 
Mayor Karen Bass 
200 N Spring St.  
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
April 23, 2026 
 
 
Subject: Request for Dedicated $4.5 million LAPD Overtime for Downtown Los Angeles 
 
Dear Mayor Bass, 
 
I am a business owner in the Downtown Los Angeles Jewelry District, writing to urge the approval of dedicated overtime 
funding for the Los Angeles Police Department, specifically for our area. 
 
Despite reports of declining crime, the day-to-day reality in our district reflects increasing concerns—retail theft, aggressive 
behavior, and visible illegal activity. These conditions are affecting employee safety, customer confidence, and the ability to 
conduct business. 
 
With ongoing attrition, hiring challenges, and City budget limitations, overtime is the only immediate solution to maintain a 
visible and effective police presence. 
 
Last year’s overtime allocation, while appreciated, was absorbed into the general LAPD labor budget and did not result in 
consistent coverage in Downtown. We respectfully request that any new funding be specifically designated for Downtown 
deployment. 
 
A visible LAPD presence is critical to restoring confidence and stability in our district. I urge you to prioritize this request. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Devang Shah  
Karatrade Inc  
213-488-3395 
 
 

















LASTRONICS, INC. 
  13146 Rose Street
  Cerritos, CA – 90703 

Email: sales@lastronics.in 
  Cell: +1 562 210 9195 

 

 

 
Mayor Karen Bass 
200 N Spring St.  
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
Date: 4/24/2026 
 
Subject: Request for Dedicated $4.5 million LAPD Overtime for Downtown Los Angeles 
 
Dear Mayor Bass, 
 
I am a business owner in the Downtown Los Angeles Jewelry District, writing to urge the approval 
of dedicated overtime funding for the Los Angeles Police Department, specifically for our area. 
 
Despite reports of declining crime, the day-to-day reality in our district reflects increasing 
concerns—retail theft, aggressive behavior, and visible illegal activity. These conditions are affecting 
employee safety, customer confidence, and the ability to conduct business. 
 
With ongoing attrition, hiring challenges, and City budget limitations, overtime is the only immediate 
solution to maintain a visible and effective police presence. 
 
Last year’s overtime allocation, while appreciated, was absorbed into the general LAPD labor 
budget and did not result in consistent coverage in Downtown. We respectfully request that any new 
funding be specifically designated for Downtown deployment. 
 
A visible LAPD presence is critical to restoring confidence and stability in our district. I urge you to 
prioritize this request. 
 
Sincerely, 
Jitendrakumar Madaliya / Sheela Madaliya 
LASTRONICS INC  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 









Michael Raviv Diamond 
550 S. Hill Street, Suite 985, Los Angeles, CA, 90013 

 
 
Mayor Karen Bass 
200 N Spring St.  
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
April 24, 2026 
 
 
 
I frequently visit the Downtown Los Angeles Jewelry District and have noticed a 
significant decline in the sense of safety in the area. 
 
While I value the businesses and community there, the visible increase in disorder and 
lack of police presence makes me reconsider how often I return. 
 
I understand that staffing is limited, but increased overtime for the Los Angeles Police 
Department would provide an immediate solution to improve visibility and safety. 
 
I also encourage that any approved overtime funding be specifically designated for 
Downtown, as prior allocations did not seem to translate into increased presence. 
 
A safer Downtown benefits everyone—businesses, workers, and visitors alike. 
 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Ruth Raviv 
Managing Director of Michael Raviv Diamond 


















