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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
2025 - 2027 

 

 
Brent Kidwell - Chairperson 
Claudia Beaton – 1st Vice Chair 
Hunter Burgarella – 2nd ViceChair 
Joseph Percal – Secretary 
Valerie Washburn – Treasurer 
David Abbitt 
Nikki Bascon 
Jerry Bedrick 
Shelby Blecker 
Shari Brooks 
Liliana Cohen 
Matthew Craffey 
Hilary Delaney 
Stella Farentino 
Jerry Ferris 
Menachem Fehler 
Barbara Gallen 
Parker Gootkin 
Malkiel Gradon 
John Gunderson 
Tzvi Haber 
Hana Kawano 
Dahlia Laury 
Elizabeth Mason 
Jennifer McCuen 
Jacob Nachimson 
David Kaye 
Dylan Otto 
Yitzy Pearson 
Josh Rothstein 
Marnin Somerman 
Matthew Tallmer 
Sonya Turoff 
Rabbi Avrahan Weiner 

 
July 21, 2026 

 
COMMUNITY IMPACT STATEMENT 
 
Council File: 26-0627 
Position: SUPPORT 
 
To: Los Angeles City Council 
From: Mid City West Neighborhood Council 
Re: Support for Community Naming Application – Melrose Arts 
District 
 
 
To whom it may concern: 
 
The Mid-City West Neighborhood Council strongly supports 
Council File 26-0627, an application by the Melrose Business 
Improvement District (Melrose BID) to designate Melrose 
Avenue from Fairfax Avenue to Highland Avenue the Melrose 
Arts District. 
 
This designation would not only help attract new retail and pop-
ups in vacant storefronts but also allow the Melrose BID to 
obtain funding to make much-needed improvements to a prime 
retail area within Mid City West. It also would entice residents 
and tourists to visit and shop on Melrose Avenue. 
 
Committee Vote & Authorization 
 
This CIS was approved by Mid-City West Neighborhood Council 
on: July 14, 2026 
 
Vote: 28 yeas; 0 nays; 0 abstain 
 
Submitted By: Mid-City West Neighborhood Council 
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