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L.A. squanders millions it could 
use to fix its streets and sidewalks
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1 from a nearby streetlight and Of course, no city can com- cutive director of the nonprofit In­
* on the head, knocking him pletely prevent tree branches from vestingmPlace.
" to the ground and fracturing his falling on cars or immediately fix This isn’t a new problem. For 

<?kuU 8r every pothole. But Los Angeles’ years, the city hasnt budgeted
. He was later diagnosed with staggering backlog of basic main- enough money to adequately

brain trauma and, as his condition tenance is hurting residents and maintain streets, lights, sidewalks, .
worsened over time, dementia re- driving up liability costs. It typi- trees and public infrastructure. I------------------------------------------------------------Tezax khan Los Angeles Times .

qunringAA-nourcareaecorgingto ?.“‘X“2 PReentzeesroreeskstaerstopet A SIEWALKinnoedoFropairont.A/sGRiffTeh ParR BoU--
alewsuteledncclesbthecktx cnes Fees are prunea only about evers onstize safety’ and repairs. Indeed, vard. Poor maintenance contributes to substantial liability costs.reatopw$a—0„toseBJe sbs88recazazebgci:ZasEce1suar fnaRQUR:XSeas“EESfG"BrSReng.&8° out or vandalized ughts. The gelenosshoma expect from aENuxfAgtne trial, allabits ez- cohsreredseneandspo. .b wenssloniyerterdssabledresidents asenezzetssneru"kpsnsryndu:
pert retained by Luna’s attorney, .Thecttvisalsosarbebindonke: Sat bSely made a dent in the ers in street lighting assessment announCedthatciiystaffwouldde-
Arash Zabetian, said he had re- sicmaintenance, of strestaBB backlo $ however. An audit found districts, but 90% of the assess- velop a multiyear investment plan
viewed thousands of city docu: theonethatinuune Genaan Man- that in fiscal year 2020, the city mentshaven’tincreasedsincel996. to coordinate maintenance and
ments and found no standards for of street ugntmg —e min”, half its Somehow the agency is expected improvements. Her Executive Di­inspecting the lights on a regular ager.Mpsuel SepkelanE,al every sentsagetrdpsiaevanckeparsts to manage 220,000 streetlights with rective 9 creates a Capital Planning
basis. Even after Luna was injured, goal is to mspect lights one iy ° and law- funding stream that hasn’t Steering Committee to help deliver
the city didn’t address the hazard, ID years. The city does respond to to resolve injury claims and law chanced in nearly 30 years, plus infrastructure projects in less timeZabetian said, withina few blocks reportsosburord:goklhEsrbukit ^Meaney and other advocates whatever "the “city Council and and at lower cost, -
of the corner where the plaintiff cantakesixmonthsorlongert g hasepushedt. A to adopt a capital mayor can afford to spare each it’s a good idea, but the plan- 
was hurt, about half the light poles onefixed. ... nayep Da r . multivear budeet cycle. ning and prioritizing can’t be done
had caps that were loose or miss- Because of skyrocketing ha - man for investingin • A cannot keep budgetingthis behind closed doors. Bass and the
ing, meaning they had already fall- tzpexowsXIcrpsystem mat- andmaintainingpublic assets. Los way. The city is long overdue for a city councnavetodothsworkin 
en off. _ . cases VoV‘9 cmerorcenaney. Angelesis the only major city in the comprehensive plan that outlines the open so that the public, includ-

Los Angelesis going broke, and tersandpoiceuseosforgesngnok. coufntes without one, which forces infrastructure needs and costs, in- ing neighborhood councils; advo-
liability payouts for such danger- ligence, the citv sxposerneonre its public works departments to eluding for regular. maintenance cates and businessleaders, knows
ous conditions are one reason. In g$ en OPay.rom, bee and scramble for funding every and improvements to public what to expect and can hold city 
just the first three months of the Judgments and settlements That be^and scramble for funding every works, such as bus shelters, land- leaders accountable.
fiscal year, the city is on the hook would co st an additional$2 0 y * p. brginect Lichting seapea medians and protected Los Angeles has underinvested
formore than $47 million to resolve lion in interest at current rates: . Therurea The aeenev does not bike lanes Then the City Council in its infrastructure for decades.
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