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DECLARATION OF LOCAL EMERGENCY 

By virtue of the authority vested in me as Mayor of the City of Los Angeles, pursuant to 
the provisions of Section 231(i) of the Los Angeles City Charter and Section 8.27 of the 
Los Angeles Administrative Code, I hereby find the following:  

WHEREAS, on June 17, 2026, a major fire erupted at a privately-owned cold-storage 
warehouse facility in the Boyle Heights neighborhood of the City of Los Angeles and 
quickly escalated into a major, multi-operational period incident; and 

WHEREAS, the incident involved a large commercial cold-storage facility containing 
refrigeration systems, rooftop solar-panel infrastructure, and other industrial equipment, 
creating complex and hazardous firefighting conditions; and 

WHEREAS, during firefighting operations, emergency responders encountered 
hazardous materials concerns, including the release and off-gassing of ammonia 
associated with refrigeration systems, requiring specialized hazardous materials 
response and air monitoring; and 

WHEREAS, the fire generated a substantial smoke plume visible throughout the Los 
Angeles region, resulting in a shelter-in-place order and smoke and particle pollution 
advisories affecting residents, schools, businesses, and vulnerable populations 
throughout Boyle Heights and neighboring communities; and 

WHEREAS, the presence of a solar array on the roof, hazardous materials and lithium-
ion batteries on site, and approximately 85 million pounds of decaying food products 
contribute to an incident at this facility beyond the mitigation capabilities of traditional 
firefighting equipment and methods; and  

WHEREAS, the City of Los Angeles requires maximum flexibility to undertake emergency 
protective measures, remove hazards, procure emergency services and equipment, 
coordinate mutual aid, conduct environmental review and remediation, and seek state 
and federal assistance; and 

WHEREAS, based upon the above events, by reason of their magnitude, and the need 
to protect the health, safety and welfare of the residents and property of the City of Los 
Angeles, there exists the potential that these events are likely to become beyond the 
control of the normal services, personnel, equipment and facilities of the regularly 
constituted branches and departments of the City Government, and that such emergency 
conditions require the mobilization of mutual aid resources and the ability to coordinate a 
multi-agency response.  



Thomas Arechiga
Mayor Karen Bass




