
CITY PLANNING COMMISSION

JUSTIFICATION FOR PROJECT EXEMPTION
CASE NO. ENV-2025-1864-CE

(In the Public Right-of-Way adjacent to 3610 North Sapphire Drive)

Project Description

CEQA Section 15300.2: Exceptions to the Use of Categorical Exemptions.
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DEPARTMENT OF 
CITY PLANNING

The City has considered whether the Proposed Project is subject to any of the six (6) exceptions 
that would prohibit the use of a categorical exemption as set forth in State CEQA Guidelines 
Section 15300.2. The six (6) exceptions to this Exemption are: (a) Location; (b) Cumulative 
Impacts; (c) Unusual circumstances; (d) Scenic Highways; (e) Hazardous Waste Sites; and (f) 
Historical Resources.

Location. Classes 3, 4, 5, 6, and 11 are qualified by consideration of where the project is to be 
located- a project that is ordinarily insignificant in its impact on the environment may in a 
particularly sensitive environment be significant. Therefore, these classes are considered to apply 
in all instances, except where the project may impact on an environmental resource of hazardous
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Latitude: 34.136242, 
Longitude: -118.487882

The Project located at 3610 North Sapphire Drive will be analyzed for the purpose of the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) review for the relocation of an existing power meter located on 
an existing utility pole and construction of a new Above Ground Facility for a power meter pedestal 
cabinet that will be approximately 4 feet in height, 17.25 inches in length, and 20.25 inches in 
depth along the public right-of-way. The project site is in the Outer Corridor and subject to the 
Baseline Hillside Ordinance. The project is downslope and Visible from the Mulholland Drive right­
of-way. The Project is in compliance with the Baseline Hillside Ordinance and requires no further 
discretionary actions. The project proposes no tree removals and no grading, this Project 
qualifies for the Class 15301 and 15303 Categorical Exemption.
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Cumulative impacts. All exemptions for these classes are inapplicable when the cumulative 
impact of successive projects of the same type in the same place, over time is significant.

or critical concern where designated, precisely mapped, and officially adopted pursuant to law by 
federal, state, or local agencies.

All adjacent lots are developed with single-family dwellings, and the subject sites are of a similar 
size and slope to nearby properties. The applicant is not proposing any tree removals, thus, there 
are no unusual circumstances which may lead to a significant effect on the environment, and this 
exception does not apply.

According to the Zoning Information and Map Access System (ZIMAS) there are no (zero) other 
concurrent haul route approvals, and no (zero) other haul route applications being processed 
within 500 feet of the subject Site. Therefore, in conjunction with citywide RCMs and compliance 
with other applicable regulations, no foreseeable cumulative impacts are expected.

Unusual Circumstances. A categorical exemption shall not be used for an activity where there 
is a reasonable possibility that the activity will have a significant effect on the environment due to 
unusual circumstances.

The proposed project is for the relocation of an existing power meter located on an existing utility 
pole and construction of a new Above Ground Facility for a power meter pedestal cabinet that will 
be approximately 4 feet in height, 17.25 inches in length, and 20.25 inches in depth along the 
public right-of-way. This type of project is not unusual for the vicinity of the Subject Site and is 
similar in scope to other existing residential uses in the area. Thus, there are no unusual 
circumstances which may lead to a significant effect on the environment, and this exception does 
not apply.

The subject site is located 5.81 Kilometers from the Hollywood Fault, in a Hillside Area, is identified 
as a, Urban Agricultural Incentive Zone, Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone, the Santa Monica 
Mountains Zone, and BOE Special Grading Area; however, specific Regulatory Compliance 
Measures (RCMs) in the City of Los Angeles regulate the grading and construction of projects in 
these particular types of “sensitive” locations and will reduce any potential impacts to less than 
significant. Specifically, the following RCMs would apply:

These RCMs have been historically proven to work to the satisfaction of the City Engineer to 
reduce any impacts from the specific environment in which the Project is located. In addition, all 
haul routes applications require the submittal of a Geology and Soils Report to the Department 
of Building and Safety (DBS). In addition, roof and site drainage as well as sewer availability must 
comply with Bureau of Engineering and Bureau of Sanitation standards; and hydrants, Fire 
Department Access, and Fire Safety must be reviewed and approved by the Los Angeles Fire 
Department before permits can be issued. Furthermore, the project must comply with the 
Baseline Hill Ordinance No. 181, 624 adopted after May 9, 2011, Modifications to Single-Family 
Zones and Single-Family Zone Hillside Area Regulations ZI-2462 effective March 17, 2017 and 
State Enterprise Zone ZI-2374. Thus, in conjunction with the above RCMs and compliance with 
other applicable regulations, the location of the Project’s will not result in a significant impact 
based on its location.

• Regulatory Compliance Measure RC-AE-1 (Hillside): Compliance with Baseline 
Hillside Ordinance. To ensure consistency with the Baseline Hillside Ordinance, the 
project shall comply with the City's Hillside Development Guidelines, including but not 
limited to setback requirements, residential floor area maximums, height limits, lot 
coverage and grading restrictions.
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CEQA Determination - Class 1 Categorical Exemption Applies

CEQA Determination - Class 3 Categorical Exemption Applies
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Hazardous Waste. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project located on a site which 
is included on any list complied pursuant to Section 65962.5 of the Government Code.

Historic Resources. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project which may cause a 
substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource.

According to Envirostor, the State of California’s database of Hazardous Waste Sites, neither the 
subject site, nor any site in the vicinity, is identified as a hazardous waste site. Furthermore, the 
building permit history for the Project Site does not indicate the Site may be hazardous or 
otherwise contaminated and this exception does not apply.

The only State Scenic Highway within the City of Los Angeles is the Topanga Canyon State 
Scenic Highway, State Route 27, which travels through a portion of Topanga State Park. The 
project is approximately 11 miles east of State Route 27. Therefore, the project will not result in 
damage to any scenic resources, including but not limited to, trees, historic buildings, rock 
outcroppings, or similar resources, within a highway officially designated as a state scenic 
highway, and this exception does not apply.

The Project Site has not been identified as a historic resource by local or state agencies, and the 
project site has not been determined to be eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic 
Places, California Register of Historical Resources, the Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monuments 
Register, and/or any local register; and was not found to be a potential historic resource based 
on the City’s HistoricPIacesLA website or SurveyLA, the citywide survey of Los Angeles. Finally, 
the City does not choose to treat the Site as a historic resource. Based on this, the project will not 
result in a substantial adverse change to the significance of a historic resource and this exception 
does not apply.

Class 3 consists of construction and location of limited numbers of new, small facilities or 
structures; installation of small new equipment and facilities in small structures; and the 
conversion of existing small structures from one use to another where only minor modifications 
are made in the exterior of the structure. The numbers of structures described in this section are 
the maximum allowable on any legal parcel. The proposed project qualifies for a Class 3 
Categorical Exemption because it involves the construction of a new small facility cabinet to 
relocate an existing power meter.

Scenic Highways. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project which may result in 
damage to scenic resources, including but not limited to, trees, historic buildings, rock 
outcroppings, or similar resources, within a highway officially designated as a state scenic 
highway.

Class 1 consists of the operation, repair, maintenance, permitting, leasing, licensing, or minor 
alteration of existing public or private structures, facilities, mechanical equipment, or topographical 
features, involving negligible or no expansion of existing or former use. The types of “existing 
facilities” itemized below are not intended to be all-inclusive of the types of projects which might 
fall within Class 1. The proposed project qualifies for a Class 1 Categorical Exemption because it 
involves the relocation of existing equipment adjacent to the original location.
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