
PLANNING DEPARTMENT TRANSMITTAL 
TO THE CITY CLERK’S OFFICE 

 

Transmittal Rev 4/16/24 

CITY PLANNING CASE: ENVIRONMENTAL CASE: COUNCIL DISTRICT: 

DIR-2025-1863-SPPC-DRB-MSP ENV-2025-1864-CE-1A 
 

4 - Raman 

RELATED CASE NOS.: COUNCIL FILE NO: PROCEDURAL REGULATIONS: 

DIR-2025-1863-SPPC-DRB-MSP-1A 

 

☐ N/A 

 

 

☒ N/A 

☐ Ch. 1 as of 1/21/24 (Not 

subject to Processes & 
Procedures Ord.) 

☒ Ch. 1A (Subject to 

Processes & Procedures Ord.) 

PROJECT ADDRESS / LOCATION: 

 
Latitude: 34.136242, Longitude: -118.487882 (In the Public Right-of-Way adjacent to 3610 North Sapphire Drive) 

 

APPLICANT: TELEPHONE NUMBER: EMAIL ADDRESS: 

Colt Waterbury/ Network Connex 
☐ N/A         ☐ New/Changed 

626-537-0184 cwaterbury@networkconnex.com  

APPLICANT’S REPRESENTATIVE: TELEPHONE NUMBER: EMAIL ADDRESS: 

 
☒ N/A 

  

APPELLANT: TELEPHONE NUMBER: EMAIL ADDRESS: 

Heather Bernstein 
☐ N/A 

310-876-9993 Heather.w.bernstein@gmail.com  

APPELLANT’S REPRESENTATIVE: TELEPHONE NUMBER: EMAIL ADDRESS: 

 

☒ N/A 

  

PLANNER CONTACT: TELEPHONE NUMBER: EMAIL ADDRESS: 

Jude Hernandez 213-482-7076 Jude.hernandez@lacity.org  

ITEMS FOR CITY COUNCIL CONSIDERATION (IE. ENTITLEMENTS, LEGISLATIVE ACTIONS): 

☐  The preparation of a draft ordinance by the City Attorney will be required. 

 
CEQA Appeal 

FINAL ENTITLMENTS NOT ADVANCING FOR CITY COUNCIL CONSIDERATION:  
(UNAPPEALED OR NON-APPEALABLE ITEMS) 

The decision of the South Valley Area Planning Commission to deny the appeal and uphold the Director of Planning’s 
approval of the Specific Plan Compliance and Design Review Board determination (DIR-2025-1863-SPPC-DRB-MSP-1A) 
is not further appealable and became effective on the issued date of the commission’s Letter of Determination dated June 
3, 2026. The APC’s decision on the appeal to the Specific Plan Compliance and Design Review Board determination is 
not advancing for City Council consideration. 

☐ N/A 

ITEMS APPEALED: 

mailto:cwaterbury@networkconnex.com
mailto:Heather.w.bernstein@gmail.com
mailto:Jude.hernandez@lacity.org
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Heather Bernstein, aggrieved party, filed an appeal to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) clearance (case 
number ENV-2025-1864-CE) which was issued for the relocation of an existing power meter to an Above Ground Facility 
in the public right of way from its current location where it is co-located on a power pole in the public right of way.  

 

The CEQA clearance being appealed is a Categorical Exemption (Class 1 and Class 3) under case number ENV-2025-
1864-CE-1A. 
 

☐ N/A 

ATTACHMENTS:  REVISED: ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT: REVISED: 

☒ Letter of Determination 

☒ Findings of Fact 

☒ Staff Recommendation Report 

☒ Conditions of Approval 

☐ T Conditions 

☐ Proposed Ordinance  

☐ Zone Change Map and Ordinance 

☐ GPA Resolution 

☐ Land Use Map 

☒ Exhibit A – Plans 

☒ Mailing List (both Word and PDF) 

☐ Interested Parties List 

☒ Appeal 

☐ Development Agreement 

☐ Site Photographs 

☐ Other:  

☐ 

☐ 

☐ 

☐ 

☐ 

☐ 

☐ 

☐ 

☐ 

☐ 

☐ 

☐ 

☐ 

☐ 

☐ 

☐ 

☒ Categorical Exemption (CE)  
     (Notice of Exemption) 

☐ Statutory Exemption (SE) 
     (Notice of Exemption) 

☐ Negative Declaration (ND) 

☐ Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) 

☐ Environmental Impact Report (EIR) 

☐ Mitigation Monitoring Program (MMP) 

☐ Sustainable Communities      

     Project Exemption (SCPE) 

☐ Sustainable Communities  

     Environmental Assessment (SCEA) 

☐ Sustainable Communities     

     Environmental Impact Report (SCEIR) 

☐ Appendices 

☐ Other:  

☐ 

☐ 

☐ 

☐ 

☐ 

☐ 

☐ 

☐ 

☐ 

☐ 

☐ 

NOTES / INSTRUCTIONS: 

Please note what is before the City Council is the CEQA appeal only. 

 

The items transmitted herewith are the materials submitted by the appellant: a copy of the SVAPC determination, the 
appeal application (Form No. CP13-7840), the appellant’s justification for the CEQA appeal (dated 6/15/2026) 
 

☐ N/A 

CITY COUNCIL NOTICE TIMING: NOTICE LIST (SELECT ALL): NOTICE PUBLICATION: 

☐  10 days 

☐  15 days 

☒  24 days 

☐  N/A / None 

☐  Other: [enter here if applicable] 

☒  Owner 

☒  Applicant 

☐  Adjacent/Abutting 

☐  100’ radius 

☐  300’ radius 

☐  500’ radius 

☒  Neighborhood Council 

☒  Interested Parties 

☐  Other: [enter here if applicable] 

☐  10 days 

☐  15 days 

☐  24 days 

☒  N/A / None 

☐  Other: [enter here if 

applicable] 
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FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT: 

☐ Yes ☒ No 

*If determination states administrative costs are recovered through fees, indicate “Yes.” 

PLANNING COMMISSION: 

 

☐  City Planning Commission (CPC) 

☐  Cultural Heritage Commission (CHC) 

☐  Central Area Planning Commission 

☐  East LA Area Planning Commission 

☐  Harbor Area Planning Commission 

 

☐  North Valley Area Planning Commission 

☐  South LA Area Planning Commission 

☒  South Valley Area Planning Commission 

☐  West LA Area Planning Commission 

 

PLANNING COMMISSION HEARING DATE: COMMISSION VOTE: 

April 23, 2026 
 

3-0 to deny the appeal and sustained the Directors 
Determination 
 

LAST DAY TO APPEAL: DATE APPEALED: 

June 18, 2026 
 

June 15, 2026 
 

COUNCIL TIME TO ACT: TIME TO ACT START: 

☐  30 days 

☐  45 days 

☐  60 days 

☒  75 days 

☐  90 days 

☐  120 days 

☐  N/A / None 

☐  Other: [enter here if applicable] 

☐  Appeal Filing Date 

☐  Received by Clerk 

☒  Last Day to Appeal 

☐  N/A / None 

☐  Other: [enter here if applicable]  

TRANSMITTED BY: TRANSMITTAL DATE: 

 

Alma Sandoval 

Commission Executive Assistant I 
 

 
June 26, 2029 



 SOUTH VALLEY AREA PLANNING COMMISSION
  200 North Spring Street, Room 272, Los Angeles, California, 90012, (213) 978-1300 

www.planning.lacity.org 

LETTER OF DETERMINATION 

MAILING DATE: _______________ 

Case No.: DIR-2025-1863-SPPC-DRB-MSP-1A   Council District: 4 – Raman 
  CEQA: ENV-2025-1864-CE 

Plan Area: Encino – Tarzana 

Project Site: Latitude: 34.136242, Longitude: -118.487882 (In the Public Right-of-Way adjacent to 
3610 North Sapphire Drive) 

Applicant: T-Mobile
Representative: Colt Waterbury, Network Connext

Appellant:   Heather W. Bernstein 

At its meeting of  April 23, 2026, the South Valley Area Planning Commission took the actions below 
in conjunction with the following Project: 

The Proposed Project would relocate an existing power meter into a proposed Above Ground Facility 
(AGF) within the public right of way on Sapphire Drive. The existing power meter is currently co-located 
on an existing power pole. The proposed AGF resembles a cabinet and would be approximately four feet 
in height, 17.25 inches in length, and 20.25 inches depth. The proposed is approximately five feet from 
the nearest adjacent private property (zoned RE15-1-H and developed with a single-family dwelling).  

The Project site is located in the Mulholland Specific Plan Outer Corridor and subject to the Baseline 
Hillside Ordinance. The Project is downslope and Visible from Mulholland Drive. No grading is proposed, 
and no trees are proposed for removal. 

1. Determined, based on the whole of the administrative record, that the Project is exempt from the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to CEQA Guidelines, Section 15301 (Class 1)
and Section 15303 (Class 3), and that there is no substantial evidence demonstrating that an
exception to a Categorical Exemption pursuant to CEQA Guidelines, Section 15300.2 applies;

2. Denied the appeal and sustained the Planning Director’s determination dated February 5, 2026;
3. Approved with conditions, pursuant to Sections 11.5.7 C and 16.50 of the Los Angeles Municipal

Code (LAMC) and Section 11 of the Mulholland Scenic Parkway Specific Plan (Ordinance No.
167,943), and based upon the recommendation of the Mulholand Design Review Board, a Project
Permit Compliance and Design Review for the removal of an existing power meter co-located on an
existing power pole, and the placement of a new Above Ground Facility (AGF). The AGF is a new
power meter pedestal along the public right-of-way of Sapphire Drive. The meter pedestal is proposed
to have a height of four feet. The Project site is adjacent to an approximately 29,402 square-foot
through-lot with an existing single-family dwelling. The Project is located in the Mulholland Specific
Plan Outer Corridor and subject to the Baseline Hillside Ordinance. The Project is downslope and
visible from Mulholland Drive. No grading is proposed, and no trees are proposed for removal;

4. Approved with conditions, pursuant to LAMC Section 62.08. II.B., and based on the
recommendation of the Mulholland Design Review Board, an Above Ground Facility that is located
within a specific plan;

5. Adopted the attached Conditions of Approval; and

JUNE 03, 2026
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6. Adopted the attached Findings.

The vote proceeded as follows:

Moved: Barraza  
Second: Mather
Ayes:  Gourdikian
Absent: Crockett, Karadjian

Vote:  3 – 0 

________________________________________
Alma Sandoval, Commission Executive Assistant I
South Valley Area Planning Commission

APPEAL PERIOD- EFFECTIVE DATE

The decision of the South Valley Area Planning Commission is not further appealable and shall become 
final upon the mailing of this determination letter.

Notice: An appeal of the CEQA clearance for the Project pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 
21151(c) is only available if the Determination on the CEQA clearance is an appealable clearance under 
Section 13F.11.1.F.2. (EIR, ND, MND, SCEA, Exemption/No Project) made by a decisionmaker other 
than the City Council; all available appeals on the entitlement approval(s) have been taken; and the 
Determination on the entitlement(s) is final and not further appealable.

WHO CAN FILE AN APPEAL

An applicant or any other person aggrieved by the Decision may file an appeal.

HOW TO FILE AN APPEAL  

An appeal application must be submitted and paid for before 4:30 PM (PST) on the final day of the appeal 
period in order to appeal the determination. Should the final day fall on a weekend or a legal City holiday, 
the time for filing an appeal will be extended to 4:30 PM (PST) on the next following working day. Appeals 
should be filed early to ensure that the Department of City Planning Development Services Center (DSC) 
staff have adequate time to review and accept the documents, and to allow appellants time to submit 
payment. Appeals may be filed either online or in person as referenced below:  

Forms are available online at http://planning.lacity.gov/development-services/forms. 

ONLINE APPEAL FILINGS THROUGH ONLINE APPLICATION SYSTEM (OAS)

QR Code to
Online Appeal Filing

Online Application System (OAS): The OAS (https://planning.lacity.gov/oas)
allows entitlement appeals to be submitted entirely online. Appeal fees may be 
paid for by credit card or e-check.

________________________
Alma Sandoval Commission
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IN- PERSON APPEAL FILINGS 
  

 
QR Code to Forms for 

In-Person Appeal Filing 

 
Drop off at DSC. Appeals of this determination can be submitted in-person at 
the Metro or Van Nuys DSC locations, as well as the South Los Angeles DSC 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays only, and payment can be made by credit card or 
check.  
a.     The Department of City Planning has established drop-off areas at the 
DSCs with physical boxes where appellants can drop off appeal applications;  
b.     Alternatively, appeal applications can be filed with staff at DSC public 
counters.   

  
 
DEPARTMENT OF CITY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT SERVICES CENTERS – PUBLIC COUNTERS 
 
Office Address Phone 

Number 
Email 

Metro DSC 
201 N. Figueroa Street 4th 
Floor 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

(213) 482-
7077 planning.figcounter@lacity.org 

Van Nuys DSC 
6262 Van Nuys Boulevard, 
Suite 251 
Van Nuys, CA 91401 

(818) 374-
5050 planning.mbc2@lacity.org 

South LA DSC 
Tuesday and 
Thursday Only 

8475 S. Vermont 
Avenue,  1st Floor 
Los Angeles, CA 90044 

(213) 978-
1465 planning.southla@lacity.org 

 
Department of City Planning staff may follow up with the appellant via email and/or phone if there are any 
questions or missing materials in the appeal submission, to ensure that the appeal package is complete 
and meets the applicable Los Angles Municipal Code (LAMC) provisions. 
 
If you seek judicial review of any decision of the City pursuant to California Code of Civil procedure 
Section 1094.5, the petition for writ of mandate pursuant to that section must be filed no later than the 
90th day following the date on which the City's decision became final pursuant to California Code of Civil 
Procedure Section 1094.6. There may be other time limits which also affect your ability to seek judicial 
review. 
 
 
 
SCHEDULING CASE CONDITION CLEARANCE AND BUILDING PERMIT SIGN-OFFS 
 
This grant is not a permit or license and any permits and/or licenses required by law must be obtained 
from the proper public agency. If any Condition of this grant is violated or not complied with, then the 
applicant or their successor in interest may be prosecuted for violating these Conditions the same as for 
any violation of the requirements contained in the LAMC.  
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QR Code to BuildLA 

Appointment Portal for 
Condition Clearance 

 
In order to clear conditions and/or obtain building permit sign-offs, you must
make an appointment with the Department of City Planning’s Development
Services Center (DSC). You may schedule a Case Condition Clearance
Appointment with the DSC at appointments.lacity.org after the effective date
of the determination.  
 
See instructions on how to prepare for your appointment at
planning.lacity.gov/project-review/case-filings  

 
Attachments:       Director or Planning Determination dated February 5, 2026  
 

     cc:       Blake Lamb, Principal City Planner 
Claudia Rodriguez, Senior City Planner 
Renata Ooms, City Planner 
Jude Hernandez, Planning Assistant 
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