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January 28, 2025 

To: O
ffice of Zoning A

dm
inistration  

The E
cho P

ark N
eighborhood C

ouncil P
lanning and Land U

se C
om

m
ittee review

ed the 

C
onditional U

se P
erm

it request for The E
lysian Theater, located at 1944 R

iverside 

D
rive, on January 13, 2026. The E

lysian Theater is an im
portant space for our 

com
m

unity and w
e fully support their ability to sell beer and w

ine.  

R
E

S
O

LU
TIO

N
 

O
n January 27, the E

P
N

C
 B

oard of G
overnors held a B

row
n A

ct noticed-m
eeting, at 

7pm
.  W

ith a quorum
 of 14  board m

em
bers present and vote count of  14 yeas, 0 nays, 

and 0 abstentions, the B
oard resolved to w

rite a letter of support for the application as 
set forth above.  
R

espectfully,  
E

cho P
ark N

eighborhood C
ouncil 

W
indy O

’M
alley 

________ W
indy O’M

alley_
_______________ 

W
indy O

’M
alley, S

ecretary, E
cho P

ark N
eighborhood C

ouncil

C
H

A
IR

 
S

ara S
eidm

an 

VIC
E C

H
A

IR
 

               

C
H

IEF IN
FO

R
M

ATIO
N

 
O

FFIC
ER

 
E

m
ily B

lake 

TR
EA

SU
R

ER
 

C
oni A

costa 

SEC
R

ETA
RY 

W
indy O

’M
alley 

    

Letter of support for


The Elysian Theater  
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constructed in approxim
ately 1927 as the Riverside Theatre, a silent-film

 house, and subsequently 
nam

e ‘Elysian’ as a local cinem
a through the early 1950s. Follow

ing a period of 
various perform

ance and m
eeting uses, it today functions as a nonprofit live-com

edy and experim
ental 

structure’s adaptive reuse m
aintains an im

portant architectural and cultural resource in the Elysian 

context. The proposed entitlem
ent therefore aligns w

ith the City’s goals for reutilizing historic 



Approval of the applicant’s request 

theater’s

m
inded vision for one of the neighborhood’s landm

ark destinations.

ii. That the project’s 

The project’s location along w
ith its m

odest footprint 



has operated on the property in accordance w
ith the plan’s 
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Related Code Sections  
 
Los Angeles Municipal Code (LAMC) Section 12.24 W.1 (Class 2 Conditional Use Permit) of Chapter 
1 authorizes applications for alcohol establishments (CUB); and Section 12.24 W.18 (Class 2 
Conditional Use Permit) of Chapter 1 authorizes applications for entertainment establishments (CUX). 
Procedures for a Class 2 Conditional Use Permit are governed by LAMC Section 13B.2.2. of Chapter 
1A. 
 
Public Hearing and Notice 
 
Notification of a public hearing for the above process includes Property Owners and Occupants (i.e., 
tenants) within 300 feet from the boundaries of the subject site and the Certified Neighborhood 
Council representing the area in which the property is located, as well as on-site posting of the notice. 
This is for informational purposes only and not required at the time of filing, unless otherwise 
requested. Refer to the Mailing Procedures Instructions (CP13-2074) and Posting Instructions (CP-
7762) for applicable requirements. 
 

Specialized Requirements 
 
When filing for the above application, the following items are required in addition to those specified in 
the City Planning Application Filing Instructions (CP13-7810). 
 
Radius Map Requirements 
 
Requests for alcohol establishments pursuant to LAMC Section 12.24 W.1 of Chapter 1 are required 
to include the following. Note that these requirements are separate from the Public Noticing 
requirements detailed in the Mailing Notification Procedures (CP13-2074), which will be requested by 
the Project Planner 6-8 weeks prior to the public hearing. 
 

  A 600-foot radius map showing land uses. See Radius Map Guidelines (CP-7826) for applicable 
additional requirements.  

 
 A list of alcohol establishments between 600 and 1,000 feet of the site. Include the type of license 

and address. 
 

 A list of the following types uses within 600 feet: 
 

 Residential uses and type (e.g., single-family, apartment, hotel) 
 Churches 

ALCOHOL & ENTERTAINMENT ESTABLISHMENTS  
Class 2 Conditional Use Permit 
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 Schools, including nursery schools and child-care facilities 
 Hospitals 
 Parks, public playgrounds, and recreational areas 
 Establishments dispensing, for consideration, alcoholic beverages for consumption on or off 

premises 
 

Additional Requirements for Main CUBs or CUXs   
 

 A separate sheet containing a table identifying all CUB or CUX requests on the subject site, 
indicating the: 
  
 Type of alcohol permit sought 
 Square footage of each particular restaurant, bar, or event space 
 Address or suite/unit number corresponding to each CUB or CUX request 
 Tenant-operator of each alcohol or adult entertainment establishment (if known) 

 
Specialized Questions  
 
The items below cover important information which will help acquaint the decision maker with your 
request. The information is required but should not be considered as a limitation upon materials to be 
submitted. The applicant is encouraged to include any additional relevant materials. In the space 
below, or on separate paper, if necessary, complete the following: 
 
Physical Development of the Site 
 

1. What is the total square footage of the building or center in which the establishment is located?  
 
 ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. What is the total square footage of the space the establishment will occupy? ______________ 
 
3. What is the total occupancy load of the space as determined by the Fire Department? _______ 
 
4. What is the total number of seats that will be provided: Indoors? _______ Outdoors? _______ 
 
5. If there is an outdoor area, will there be an option to consume alcohol outdoors?  

            YES  NO  N/A   
 
6. If there is an outdoor area, is it located on private property or the public right-of-way, or both?  

 
  ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
7. If an outdoor area is within the public right-of-way, has a revocable permit been obtained?  
            YES  NO  N/A   

150

0

23,011.04 SF

4,692 SF

150

N/A
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8. Is floor area being added?          YES  NO    

 
 If YES, how much is enclosed? ________ Outdoors? ________  
 

9. Is the site located within 1,000 feet of any schools (public, private, or nursery), churches or 
parks?            YES  NO    
 

10. For massage parlors and sexual encounter establishments, is the site within 1,000 feet of any 
other Adult Entertainment Businesses as defined by LAMC 12.70 B.17 of Chapter 1?   
            YES  NO 
    

Parking 
 

11. How many parking spaces are available on the site? _________________________________ 
 
12. Are they shared or designated for the subject use? __________________________________ 
 
13. If adding floor area, what is the parking requirement as determined by the Department of 

Building and Safety (LADBS)?  
 
__________________________________________________   
 

14. Have any arrangements been made to provide off-site parking?    YES  NO 
 

If YES, is the parking secured via a private lease or a covenant/affidavit approved by LADBS? 

___________________________________________________________________________  

 
 Note: Required parking must be secured via a covenant pursuant to LAMC Section 12.26 E.5 

of Chapter 1. A private lease is only permitted by a Variance. 
 
15. Provide a map showing the location of the off-site parking and the distance, in feet, for 

pedestrian travel between the parking area the use it is to serve. 
 
16. Will valet service be available?         YES  NO  
 
17. Will the service be for a charge?         YES  NO 

 
Operation of the Establishment 
 

18. Has the use been discontinued for more than a year?      YES  NO  
 

 If YES, it is not eligible for the Plan Approval process. 
  
 If NO, the applicant may be required to prove that the discontinuance of the use did not occur. 

0

0

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A
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See LAMC Section 12.23 B.9 or 12.24 Q of Chapter 1. 
 

19. What are the proposed hours of operation and which days of the week will the establishment 
be open? 

 
 M Tu W Th F Sa Su 

Proposed 
Hours of 
Operation 

       

 
20. Will there be entertainment such as a piano bar, dancing, live entertainment, movies, karaoke, 

video game machines, etc.?          YES  NO    
 
 If YES, describe: ________________________________________________________ 
 

Note: An establishment that allows for dancing needs a Class 2 Conditional Use Permit 
pursuant to 12.24 W.18 of Chapter 1. 

 
21. Will there be minimum age requirements for entry?      YES  NO    

 
 If YES, what is the minimum age requirement and how will it be enforced? ____________ 

  
22. Will there be any accessory retail uses onsite?       YES  NO    

 
If YES, what will be sold? ______________________________________________________ 

 
Security 
 

23. How many employees will be on the site at any given time? ___________________________  
 

24. Will security guards be provided onsite?        YES  NO    
 

 If YES, how many and when? ___________________________________________________ 
 

25. Has LAPD issued any citations or violations?       YES  NO 
 
If YES, provide copies. 

 
Alcohol 
 

26. Will there be beer & wine only, or a full line of alcoholic beverages available? ______________ 
 

27. Will “fortified” wine (greater than 16% alcohol) be sold?     YES  NO    
 

28. Will alcohol be consumed on any adjacent property under the control of the applicant?  

N/A

 N/A

 5

Beer & Wine

 Merchandise

 Live Entertainment
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             YES  NO   
 

29. Will there be signs visible from the exterior that advertise the availability of alcohol?   
 YES  NO   

Food 
 

30. Will there be a kitchen on the site?        YES  NO    
 

31. Will alcohol be sold without a food order?       YES  NO    
 

32. Will the sale of alcohol exceed the sale of food items on a quarterly basis?  YES  NO   
  

33. Provide a copy of the menu if food is to be served. 
 

On-Site 
 

34. Will a bar or cocktail lounge be maintained incidental to a restaurant?   YES  NO   
 
If YES, the floor plans must show the details of the cocktail lounge and the separation between 
the dining and lounge facilities. 

 
35. Will off-site sales of alcohol be provided accessory to on-site sales (“Take Out”)?    

            YES  NO    
 If YES, a request for off-site sales of alcohol is also required. 

 
36. Will discounted alcoholic drinks (“Happy Hour”) be offered at any time?   YES  NO    

 
Off-Site 
 

37. Will cups, glasses or other containers be sold which might be used for the consumption of 
alcohol on the premises?          YES  NO    

 
38. Will beer or wine coolers be sold in single cans, or will wine be sold in containers less than 750 

ml?             YES  NO    
 

Note: Contact the California Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) regarding its 
requirements at http://www.abc.ca.gov/. 

 
Caldera Bill (CA Business and Professions Code Section 23958 and 23958.4) 
 

39. Is this application a request for on-site or off-site sales of alcoholic beverages?  
            YES  NO    
 

 If YES, is the establishment a bona-fide eating place (restaurant) or hotel/motel?  
 
________________________________________________________________________ No
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If NO, contact ABC to determine whether the proposed site is located in an area where 
issuance of a license to serve alcohol on-site or off-site would tend to create a law 
enforcement problem, or if issuance would result in, or add to an undue concentration of 
licenses. 

 
Notes: If ABC has determined that an eligible use is in an area of high crime or undue 
concentration of licenses, the City Council will need to make the finding that the issuance of 
the license is required for public convenience or necessity. This is in addition to obtaining 
the Conditional Use Permit or Plan Approval. Contact the ABC regarding its requirements at 
http://www.abc.ca.gov/. 

 
Findings   
 
The decision maker must decide if the facts presented in the record support the findings (i.e., 
criteria for approval) established in the LAMC. On a separate sheet, provide a detailed 
justification/explanation of how the proposed project conforms with the following:  
 

1. The project will enhance the built environment in the surrounding neighborhood or will perform 
a function or provide a service that is essential or beneficial to the community, city, or region. 

 
2. The project’s location, size, height, operations, and other significant features will be compatible 

with and will not adversely affect or further degrade adjacent properties, the surrounding 
neighborhood, or the public health, welfare, and safety. 

 
3. The project substantially conforms with the purpose, intent and provisions of the General Plan, 

the applicable community plan, and any applicable specific plan. 

Supplemental Findings 
In addition to the above findings for approval, the decision maker must also consider the following 
matters. The information is required but should not be considered as a limitation upon materials to be 
submitted. The applicant is encouraged to include any additional relevant materials. 
 

1. The proposed use will not adversely affect the welfare of the pertinent community. 
 
2. The granting of the application will not result in an undue concentration of premises for the sale 

or dispensing for consideration of alcoholic beverages, including beer and wine, in the area of 
the City involved, giving consideration to applicable State laws and to the California 
Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control’s guidelines for undue concentration; and also 
giving consideration to the number and proximity of these establishments within a one 
thousand foot radius of the site, the crime rate in the area (especially those crimes involving 
public drunkenness, the illegal sale or use of narcotics, drugs or alcohol, disturbing the peace 
and disorderly conduct), and whether revocation or nuisance proceedings have been initiated 
for any use in the area. 
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3. The proposed use will not detrimentally affect nearby residentially zoned communities in the 
area of the City involved, after giving consideration to the distance of the proposed use from 
residential buildings, churches, schools, hospitals, public playgrounds and other similar uses, 
and other establishments dispensing, for sale or other consideration, alcoholic beverages, 
including beer and wine. 
 
 

 



1944 West Riverside Drive (1942-1964 W Riverside Dr) N/A

Lot(s) 35-36, LT C; TR 458

5443-036-(002-003) 23,011.4 SF

Theater

Theater

The Elysian Theater



A Conditional Use Permit to allow beer & wine service in conjunction with an existing 4,692 SF non-
profit comedy club featuring (150) seats from 12:00pm-2:00am daily. 
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