
ZA-2025-2856-CU1-SPPC-HCA-1A          F-1 

 

 

FINDINGS 
(As Amended by the East Los Angeles Area Planning Commission at its meeting on July 8, 2026) 

 

1. The project will enhance the built environment in the surrounding neighborhood or 
will perform a function or provide a service that is essential or beneficial to the 
community, city or region. 

The subject property is a hillside, southeasterly down-sloping, interior, approximately 
9,326 square-foot parcel of land with an approximately 240-foot frontage on the east side 
of Cliff Drive. There is an 8-foot wide sanitary sewer easement that runs from Cliff Drive 
for a length of approximately 60 feet along the eastern property line. The property is 
located on a turn in the roadway, such that Cliff Drive is located on the northern and 
western sides of the property. The property is vacant and undeveloped. 

All of the adjoining and abutting properties are located on hillside lots zoned R1-1-HCR. 
The north adjoining properties, across Cliff Drive, are undeveloped and vacant lots. The 
east and south adjoining properties are developed with single-family dwellings. The west 
adjoining property is an undeveloped and vacant lot. 

The proposed project is the construction of two new single-family dwellings on a hillside 
lot. As proposed, the project seeks a waiver of the requirements to provide a 20-foot 
roadway width along the property frontage and from the driveway to the boundary of the 
Hillside Area; and relief to allow a zero-foot front yard setback in lieu of minimum 5 feet 
otherwise required. 

According to information submitted by the applicant: 

The present use of the downslope property located at 1236 N Cliff Dr (also listed 
as 1236 Cliff Dr) is vacant land in the R-1 land use. The proposed use is as a 
single-family SB-9 Two-Unit Development (TUD) with tandem SB-9 Urban Lot Split 
(ULS), creating two units to be split onto their own individual parcel when the 
subdivision map is finalized. 

The Class 1 Conditional Use Permit (CU1) application includes the two-unit 
development at 1236 N Cliff Dr due to required variances under the Mount 
Washington Specific Plan and Baseline Hillside Ordinance. For filing purposes, the 
smaller unit is listed as “under future finalized SB-9,” with CU1s applied to the site 
pre-subdivision. The larger unit (“Cliff Residence South”) included in this 
application is 2,380.78sqf located on the existing flat portion to the south and the 
smaller unit (“Cliff Residence North”) is 1,313.05sqf located to the north. Both units 
do not exceed the 45ft height requirement per the Baseline Hillside Ordinance and 
the approximately 3,693.83sqft combined floor area maximum per Mount 
Washington Glassell Park Specific Plan calculation taken from the post-dedication 
lot area (3,696.43sqft). All zoning regulations and calculations are enforced pre- 
and post-subdivision, whichever stricter. 

Sustainability measures include exceeding exterior fire-rating requirements, 
upgrading stormwater and public way infrastructure, reinforcing areas with failed 
retaining walls, widening the street where applicable, and preserving native 
vegetation and protected trees to support neighborhood character and natural 
shading. 
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Critical Public Infrastructure Improvements Included: The proposal upholds the 
necessity of improving existing public infrastructure beyond the street 
improvement requirement. 

The development includes excavating and replacing the existing failing 80-year-
old storm water pipe. This improvement would substantially benefit properties not 
only on N Cliff Dr but also those downslope homeowners within the water course. 
Hillside properties are at risk of mudslide destruction and so, the proposal includes 
a civil engineering plan that maintains and improves public infrastructure for all. 

The development includes rebuilding a new retaining wall along the northern edge 
of the dedication in lieu of abandoning the existing two retaining walls currently 
supporting the street. The new improved retaining wall proposed within the 
property are designed for the surcharging of large emergency vehicles. 

Functional Compliance with Street Widening Objectives. The project provides a 
20ft clear paved width across the entirety of the frontage, fulfilling the safety and 
circulation goals of the Mobility Plan and Hillside Area regulations without relying 
on full street improvements. 

There is no other configuration of the units’ footprints and envelopes that would 
adhere to the zoning guidelines (set forth in the Mount Washington Glassell Park 
Specific Plan, Baseline Hillside Ordinance, among other LAMC stipulations) as to 
not trigger additional relief requests or approvals in addition to impeding structural 
and construction feasibility of the site’s topography and geographic condition. 

The development respects a 3ft dedication requirement and carefully situates both 
units on the property to utilize the existing flat area of the site advantageously. This 
avoids undue structural surcharging on the downhill residences, minimizes grading 
quantities, and reduces construction impact on the neighborhood by limiting haul 
routes. Increasing the stand off from the existing property line with additional 5ft 
would negatively impact neighboring properties without providing significant 
environmental benefits. 

The larger and longer unit, Cliff Residence South, maintains a natural separation, 
approximately 12ft on average, from the widened street due to the site’s irregular 
shape and topography. This demonstrates that an additional front yard setback 
requirement would provide minimal aesthetic or environmental benefits. Similarly, 
Cliff Residence North preserves a 6ft separation from the street after widening, 
ensuring that the protected oak tree’s canopy remains unharmed by the front yard 
setback requirement. 

The local City Councilmember expressed opposition to the request for waiver from the 
requirement to provide roadway widening improvements along the property frontage. 
Other community members expressed similar opposition, and further cited opposition due 
to the project density, setback, and design, resulting in hazardous conditions along Cliff 
Drive and its location in a Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone. The local Neighborhood 
Council expressed support for the project, but opposed the request for waiver of the 
roadway widening along the property frontage and the zero-foot front yard setback. 

The applicant has indicated that they will provide a 20-foot-wide roadway adjacent to the 
property, in compliance with LAMC Section 12.21 C.10(i)(2), but they have not withdrawn 
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the request. As such, the request to grant relief from this requirement is denied. Had the 
applicant not revised their project, this request would have been denied due to the need 
for incremental roadway widening in this area and stated public concerns regarding the 
safety of vehicle and pedestrian use of the existing roadway. The applicant has further 
stated that they seek both a waiver of a dedication along Cliff Avenue and a waiver from 
improvements other than the roadway width, such as gutter, curb, sidewalk, etc. The 
Zoning Administrator does not have the authority to grant these requests. 

From the southwestern corner of the subject property on Cliff Avenue, to the intersection 
of Tacoma Avenue and Isabel Street, where the roadway width is 20 feet or greater, 
Tacoma Avenue measures approximately 1,033 feet in length. This curvilinear hillside 
public right-of-way is generally 30 feet wide, with a widening flare to 50 feet near the 
intersection of Tacoma Avenue and Isabel Street. A 20-foot-wide roadway can be 
accommodated within the existing public right-of-way. The existing roadway within this 
span is irregularly improved, with segments that may have a 20-foot-wide roadway, but is 
mostly improved to a roadway width of less than 20 feet. Along this span of roadway, there 
are 28 lots which front on Tacoma Drive. 10 of these lots are vacant. All of the lots are 
zoned for single-family residential use. 

The request to waive the requirement to improve the roadway to ensure that there is a 
minimum 20-foot-wide Continuous Paved Roadway from the property’s driveway apron to 
the boundary of the Hillside Area has merit. 

Generally, compliance with this requirement results in a disproportionate requirement to 
provide off-site public improvements as compared to the activities associated with the 
typical construction, rehabilitation, or addition to single-family dwellings, and would render 
an otherwise regulation-compliant development to become infeasible. Fulfilling this 
requirement may involve obtaining consent and dedications from other private property 
owners; the replacement, relocation and reconstruction of existing public and private 
improvements; and the construction of many hundreds of feet of public roadway. 
Ultimately, there is no guarantee that off-site parties would consent to any of the work 
necessary to meet this requirement. Failure to obtain consent may result in the applicant’s 
inability to meet the roadway widening requirement of the Code and force the applicant to 
seek relief. 

Individual property owners are required to provide roadway widening improvements along 
their property frontage in conjunction with new construction or reconstruction within the 
community. The applicant has stated that roadway widening improvements along the 
property frontage will be provided. In the long-term development and use of this 
community, the roadway widths will be widened. 

The property is located within a well-established hillside community, located along a long 
and winding roadway, a significant linear distance from the boundary of the Hillside Area. 
Relief from this regulation has been granted in other similar projects within the surrounding 
neighborhood. Granting the request facilitates the construction of new dwellings and is 
essential and beneficial because it increases the City’s total number of housing units; 
denying the request would result in the property remaining as a viable but vacant hillside 
lot. 

The applicant has clarified that should a dedication be taken along Cliff Avenue, the project 
will require a zero-foot front yard setback; if no dedication is taken, then the project 
requires relief to allow a 3-foot front yard setback. It is noted that the Zoning Administrator 
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has no discretionary authority over whether to require a dedication or easement in 
conjunction with the project, nor over other public improvements beyond the widening of 
the physical roadway. 

The property has a challenging topography, with notable down-sloping from Cliff Drive. 
The existing Cliff Drive roadway improvements do not directly abut the subject property, 
and the front property line observes a significant setback from the edge of the existing 
roadway along Cliff Drive. As a result, the south dwelling is proposed to be accessible 
separately by a pedestrian and a vehicle bridge and the north dwelling will be accessible 
through an on-grade driveway only. In consideration of these circumstances, a reduced 
front yard setback will have little, if any, impact on vehicle or pedestrian safety along Cliff 
Drive. 

Given the limited opportunities on the property on which to site a dwelling that is otherwise 
consistent with the underlying limitations and requirements of the Zone and Specific Plan, 
granting relief from the front yard setback requirement has merit, which will facilitate the 
construction, use, and maintenance of two new dwelling units on an otherwise vacant lot. 

As such, the Zoning Administrator finds that the project will enhance the built environment 
in the surrounding neighborhood or will perform a function or provide a service that is 
essential or beneficial to the community, city or region. 

2. The project’s location, size, height, operations and other significant features will be 
compatible with and will not adversely affect or further degrade adjacent properties, 
the surrounding neighborhood, or the public health, welfare and safety. 

The subject property is a hillside, southeasterly down-sloping, interior, approximately 
9,326 square-foot parcel of land with an approximately 240-foot frontage on the east side 
of Cliff Drive. There is an 8-foot wide sanitary sewer easement that runs from Cliff Drive 
for a length of approximately 60 feet along the eastern property line. The property is 
located on a turn in the roadway, such that Cliff Drive is located on the northern and 
western sides of the property. The property is vacant and undeveloped. 

All of the adjoining and abutting properties are located on hillside lots zoned R1-1-HCR. 
The north adjoining properties, across Cliff Drive, are undeveloped and vacant lots. The 
east and south adjoining properties are developed with single-family dwellings. The west 
adjoining property is an undeveloped and vacant lot. 

The proposed project is the construction of two new single-family dwellings on a hillside 
lot. As proposed, the project seeks a waiver of the requirements to provide a 20-foot 
roadway width along the property frontage and from the driveway to the boundary of the 
Hillside Area; and relief to allow a zero-foot front yard setback in lieu of minimum 5 feet 
otherwise required. 

According to information submitted by the applicant: 

The present use of the downslope property located at 1236 N Cliff Dr (also listed 
as 1236 Cliff Dr) is vacant land in the R-1 land use. The proposed use is as a 
single-family SB-9 Two-Unit Development (TUD) with tandem SB-9 Urban Lot Split 
(ULS), creating two units to be split onto their own individual parcel when the 
subdivision map is finalized. 
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The Class 1 Conditional Use Permit (CU1) application includes the two-unit 
development at 1236 N Cliff Dr due to required variances under the Mount 
Washington Specific Plan and Baseline Hillside Ordinance. For filing purposes, the 
smaller unit is listed as “under future finalized SB-9,” with CU1s applied to the site 
pre-subdivision. The larger unit (“Cliff Residence South”) included in this 
application is 2,380.78sqf located on the existing flat portion to the south and the 
smaller unit (“Cliff Residence North”) is 1,313.05sqf located to the north. Both units 
do not exceed the 45ft height requirement per the Baseline Hillside Ordinance and 
the approximately 3,693.83sqft combined floor area maximum per Mount 
Washington Glassell Park Specific Plan calculation taken from the post-dedication 
lot area (3,696.43sqft). All zoning regulations and calculations are enforced pre- 
and post-subdivision, whichever stricter. 

The lot has two side lot lines and a long frontage where N Cliff Dr curves around 
the gully. A former residence (built 1921, expanded 1952) was demolished in 1974 
after an electrical fire. N Cliff Dr is a substandard hillside limited street, ranging 12–
30 feet wide and encroaching up to 7 feet onto the property, with no legal street 
parking between Tacoma Ave and Roseview Ave. An 8-ft sewer easement runs 
along the northeast edge. A 3-ft dedication is technically required but is requested 
to be waived since the widened street will remain over 3 feet from the property line. 
The property contains one protected oak, two protected toyons, and three 
significant trees (>12-inch trunk), with one significant orchid tree previously 
removed due to poor health. Two neighboring off-site protected toyons exist: one 
on an abutting parcel and one in the public way; the latter will require removal for 
street widening. An existing stormwater drainage pipe crosses the property and 
must be upgraded and maintained consistent with a 2015 BOE directive following 
emergency repairs. 

The on-site construction will occur in three general phases, with material storage, 
delivery staging, and worker parking accommodated on-site wherever feasible. 
When on-site parking is not possible, workers will shuttle from outside the hillside 
area. Phase 1 includes grading, limited street widening with rough paving, debris 
and excess earth removal, stormwater pipe replacement, and underground utility 
installation. This grading will create areas for later material delivery and storage. 
Export is limited by substandard hillside street regulations, resulting in 
approximately 60 cubic yards of net export (about six truckloads). Phase 2 consists 
of retaining walls, foundations, and similar major structural work. Phase 3 covers 
construction of the two residential units, followed by exterior landscaping, again 
with on-site storage and parking where feasible. 

Sustainability measures include exceeding exterior fire-rating requirements, 
upgrading stormwater and public way infrastructure, reinforcing areas with failed 
retaining walls, widening the street where applicable, and preserving native 
vegetation and protected trees to support neighborhood character and natural 
shading. 

The development includes excavating and replacing the existing failing 80-year-
old storm water pipe. This improvement would substantially benefit properties not 
only on N Cliff Dr but also those downslope homeowners within the water course. 
Hillside properties are at risk of mudslide destruction and so, the proposal includes 
a civil engineering plan that maintains and improves public infrastructure for all. 
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The development includes rebuilding a new retaining wall along the northern edge 
of the dedication in lieu of abandoning the existing two retaining walls currently 
supporting the street. The new improved retaining wall proposed within the 
property are designed for the surcharging of large emergency vehicles. 

The current proposal for the buildings’ footprints does not require the removal of 
the protected species. As confirmed by licensed arborist, Julio Matos (ISA 
CERTIFIED #WE9101A, DPR LICENSE # 124807), the proposal’s extensive 
foundation system will be engineered and designed to minimize its impact on the 
root system or significantly alter the tree canopy and its drip line. The property's 
natural characteristics and the specific plan overlay requirements were thoughtfully 
incorporated into the design. The removal of the cedar tree would be detrimental 
to the neighborhood and undermine the project’s design ethos, which prioritizes 
blending in with the area's natural and native flora. 

Adhering to the requirement of a 5ft setback from the 3ft dedication would force 
the current two-unit proposal to destroy and impact the listed trees, as they would 
be further distanced from the street. In this scenario, two significant trees and one 
protected shrub would be removed requiring six trees to be replanted (four 
protected specimens for each protected tree or shrub removed, per LAMC 
46.02(c)); one for each significant tree or shrub removed, per Mount Washington 
Glassell Park Specific Plan). This is in addition to the significant tree already to be 
removed citing poor health and its replacement one tree as well as one protected 
street shrub to be removed for street widening and its replacement four shrubs. In 
total, this scenario posits that eleven shrubs/trees would be replanted on one 
property. However, planting these new specimens, especially the native species, 
in such proximity would not promote their well-being and would only serve to satisfy 
the abstract mathematical calculation outlined in the planning code. 

With the 3ft separation from the property line, the relief maintains the visual 
continuity of a typical hillside front yard. In all areas, landscaping can 
accommodate the width between the buildings’ envelopes and the widened street 
dimension. 

The proposal accommodates the 5ft front yard setback along two portions of the 
240ft front lot line. The proposal includes two areas, one for both future lots post-
lot split, where the front yard setback occurs. In total, this variance request asks 
for just over half the total frontage to be excluded from the 5ft front yard setback: 
70ft portion for Cliff Dr South and 61ft for Cliff Dr North. 

Given the nature of the extensive frontage, the variance would reflect a lot that has 
closer proportions of side, front, and rear setbacks to the other neighboring lots, 
whereby the front line is not greater than 25% the total lot perimeter. The current 
frontage totals 51% of the total lot perimeter, which is substantial as there is no 
rear lot line. 

According to the submitted plans, the property will be developed with two new single-
family dwellings, in conjunction with subdivision action ADM-2024-7983-PMUL, utilizing 
the incentives provided by Senate Bill 9. 

The North dwelling, oriented toward the north side of the property, will consist of 
approximately 1,329 square feet, within two stories and approximately 27 feet in height. 
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The dwelling will observe an approximately 4-foot setback from the existing property line 
along the northern side of the property, fronting on Cliff Drive. If a 3-foot dedication is taken 
along this frontage, the dwelling will observe an approximately one-foot setback. One 
uncovered parking space will be provided on-site. 

The South dwelling, oriented toward the southwestern side of the property, will consist of 
approximately 2,486 square feet, within two stories and approximately 35 feet in height. 
The dwelling will observe an approximately 3-foot front yard setback from the existing 
property line along the western side of the property, fronting on Cliff Drive. If a 3-foot 
dedication is taken along this frontage, the dwelling will observe an approximately zero-
foot setback. A pedestrian and driveway bridge are proposed to connect the dwelling and 
parking areas to the public right-of-way. Two parking spaces will be provided on-site, in a 
tandem arrangement and partially underneath a carport. 

Two new retaining walls are proposed. One new retaining wall is proposed within the 
eastern side yard and rear yard setback. A second new retaining wall is proposed to the 
east of the North dwelling, to facilitate a leveled outdoor area. There are no notations on 
the plans indicating the heights or lengths of span for either retaining wall. One existing 
retaining wall on the property, located along the northern frontage of the property, is noted 
as intended to be abandoned. 

An Urban Forestry Joint Referral Form, reviewed by Urban Forestry on September 16, 
2025, indicates that one protected Toyon will be removed due to a widening of the public 
right-of-way, and that a tree removal permit will be required. 

A Tree Risk Assessment Qualified Report, reviewed by Urban Forestry Division, 
Department of Public Works, on September 16, 2025, documents the number, location, 
and condition of protected foliage species on the property, as well whether they are 
proposed for removal as a result of the project. The report identifies one protected Toyon 
and one non-protected but significantly-sized Bauhinia variegata for removal and 
replacement. 

A Construction Traffic Management Plan, dated October 2024, reviewed and approved by 
the Department of Transportation on October 21, 2024, has been submitted. 

A Department of Building and Safety/Public Works Preliminary Referral Form for Baseline 
Hillside Ordinance No. 181,624 and Hillside Ordinance No. 174,652, dated June 12, 2024, 
has been submitted, indicating that the Cliff Drive public right-of-way is 30 feet wide and 
contains a roadway that is less than 20 feet wide. It also indicates that a 3-foot dedication 
would be required. 

A Tree Disclosure Statement, dated May 29, 2024, identifying Julio Matos, ISA Certified 
#WE 9101A, DPR License No. 124807, as the project Tree Expert, disclosed that there is 
a Coastal Live Oak, Toyon, and a significantly-sized non-protected tree on the property. 

A Biologist’s Statement of Habitat, dated April 2, 2024, and prepared by Marcus C. 
England, Principal Biologist, England | Ecology, LLC, which concluded that there are no 
natural habitats, woodlands, or protected flora, are on the property. A locally protected 
Coast Live Oak and a Toyon were found to be present. 

A Geology and Soils Report Approval Letter, Log # 129125-02, dated August 8, 2024, and 
issued by the Department of Building and Safety, has been submitted. 
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The local City Councilmember expressed opposition to the request for waiver from the 
requirement to provide roadway widening improvements along the property frontage. 
Other community members expressed similar opposition, and further cited opposition due 
to the project density, setback, and design, resulting in hazardous conditions along Cliff 
Drive and its location in a Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone. The local Neighborhood 
Council expressed support for the project, but opposed the request for waiver of the 
roadway widening along the property frontage and the zero-foot front yard setback. 

The applicant has indicated that they will provide a 20-foot-wide roadway adjacent to the 
property, in compliance with LAMC Section 12.21 C.10(i)(2), but they have not withdrawn 
the request. As such, the request to grant relief from this requirement is denied. Had the 
applicant not revised their project, this request would have been denied due to the need 
for incremental roadway widening in this area and stated public concerns regarding the 
safety of vehicle and pedestrian use of the existing roadway. The applicant has stated that 
they seek both a waiver of a dedication along Cliff Avenue and a waiver from 
improvements other than the roadway width, such as gutter, curb, sidewalk, etc. The 
Zoning Administrator does not have the authority to grant these requests. 

The applicant’s request to waive the requirement to widen the existing roadway such that 
there would be a minimum 20-foot-wide Continuous Paved Roadway from the driveway 
apron to the boundary of the Hillside Area has merit. 

From the southwestern corner of the subject property on Cliff Avenue, to the intersection 
of Tacoma Avenue and Isabel Street, where the roadway width is 20 feet or greater, 
Tacoma Avenue measures approximately 1,033 feet in length. This curvilinear hillside 
public right-of-way is generally 30 feet wide, with a widening flare to 50 feet near the 
intersection of Tacoma Avenue and Isabel Street. A 20-foot-wide roadway can be 
accommodated within the existing public right-of-way. The existing roadway within this 
span is irregularly improved, with segments that may have a 20-foot-wide roadway, but is 
mostly improved to a roadway width of less than 20 feet. Along this span of roadway, there 
are 28 lots which front on Tacoma Drive. 10 of these lots are vacant. All of the lots are 
zoned for single-family residential use. 

The property is located within a well-established hillside community, located along a long 
and winding roadway, a significant linear distance from the boundary of the Hillside Area. 
Placing the burden of this significant public improvement on the applicant would be 
disproportionate to the scope of the project. Compliance with the requirement would also 
require the consent and cooperation of all affected off-site property owners who may not 
authorize necessary replacement, relocation, and reconstruction of affected private 
improvements. If any one of the affected property owners fails to provide consent, the 
applicant would not be able to comply with the requirement and then would need to seek 
relief due to those circumstances. 

The applicant’s request to allow relief from the otherwise required minimum 5-foot front 
yard setback has merit. The property is located along a significant bend in the roadway, 
which negates any attempt to preserve a sense of similar or consistent front yard setback 
along Cliff Drive. Due to the local topography, the setback provides no meaningful buffer 
from the outer edge of public improvements along Cliff Drive to the front of the proposed 
development. Further, the proposed reduced setback is limited in span, and will not apply 
to the entirety of the front yard. Strictly enforcing the setback would relocate the proposed 
dwellings farther downhill, jeopardizing the project’s ability to meet other zoning and 
Specific Plan limitations for development on the property. 
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Granting these requests will allow the improvement of the property with a project that is 
otherwise in compliant with the limitations and requirements of the underlying Zoning and 
Specific Plan, thereby adding additional housing unit to the citywide housing stock. 

It is acknowledged that any new construction of dwelling units would result in some 
roadway impacts during construction, and the City has an obligation to allow reasonable 
use of the vacant property. All hillside communities that possess narrow roads are 
impacted in some degree by construction activity. The most common impacts are related 
to construction noise, traffic, travel lane obstructions, and parking. Construction in hillside 
areas and concerns about these short-term impacts are common in the City. While 
occasional impacts can be unavoidable, they can be minimized through clear 
communication with the affected community and on-site coordination. 

The applicant has submitted a Construction Traffic Management Plan, approved by the 
Department of Transportation. Further, the project will be subject to the limitations and 
requirements of the Northeast Los Angeles Hillside Construction Regulation District. 
Additional conditions have been tailored and adopted to address concerns that are unique 
to this project and immediate surroundings. Further, the applicant has been required to 
complete roadway widening improvements prior to commencement of construction of the 
project to allow for wider roadway conditions during construction and ensure the benefit 
of a wider roadway to the community. Compliance with these conditions will minimize the 
impacts that construction activities have on the community. 

This action is only limited to consideration and relief from local Zoning regulations. The 
project is required to comply with other regulatory requirements, such as but not limited to 
the Building Code, the Fire Code, and all other applicable State regulations. 

As such, the Zoning Administrator finds that, as conditioned, the project’s location, size, 
height, operations and other significant features will be compatible with and will not 
adversely affect or further degrade adjacent properties, the surrounding neighborhood, or 
the public health, welfare and safety. 

3. The project substantially conforms to the purpose, intent and provisions of the 
General Plan, the applicable community plan, and any specific plan. 

The proposed project is the construction of two new single-family dwellings on a hillside 
lot. As proposed, the project seeks a waiver of the requirements to provide a 20-foot 
roadway width along the property frontage and from the driveway to the boundary of the 
Hillside Area; and relief to allow a zero-foot front yard setback in lieu of minimum 5 feet 
otherwise required. 

The General Plan is the City’s roadmap for future growth and development. The General 
Plan Elements establish goals, policies, purposes, and programs that provide for the 
regulatory environment in managing the City, and for addressing environmental concerns 
and problems. The majority of the policies derived from these elements are implemented 
in the form of Municipal Code requirements. The General Plan is comprised of the 
Framework Element, seven state-mandated elements, and four additional elements. The 
Framework Element establishes the broad overall policy and direction for the General 
Plan. 

The Land Use Element of the City’s General Plan divides the City into 34 Community 
Plans. The subject property is located within the Northeast Los Angeles Community Plan 
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area. The associated General Plan Land Use Map designates the property for Low Low 
Density Residential land uses, with corresponding zones of RE9, RS, R1, RU, RD6, RD5. 
The property is zoned R1-1-HCR. The property’s zoning is thus consistent with the 
General Plan’s land use designation for the site. 

The Northeast Los Angeles Community Plan is silent with regards to roadway widening 
and setbacks. In such cases, the Zoning Administrator must interpret the intent of the 
Plans. Specifically, the project addresses the following goals and policies of the 
Community Plan: 

Goal 1 A Safe, Secure, and Attractive Residential Environment for All 
Economic, Age, and Ethnic Segments of the Community. 

Objective 1-1 To preserve and enhance existing residential 
neighborhoods. 

Policy 1-1.1 Protect existing stable single-family and other lower 
density residential neighborhoods from 
encroachment by higher density residential and 
other uses that are incompatible as to scale and 
character or would otherwise diminish the quality of 
life. 

Objective 1-2 To allocate land for new housing to accommodate a 
growth of population that is consistent with and 
promotes the health, safety, welfare, convenience, and 
pleasant environment of those who live and work in the 
community based on adequate infrastructure and 
government services, especially schools. 

Policy 1-2.1 Designate specific areas to provide for adequate 
residential development to accommodate 
anticipated increases in population while 
maintaining a balance between single-family and 
multiple-family uses. 

Objective 1-3 To preserve and enhance the residential character and 
scale of existing single- and multi-family neighborhoods. 

Policy 1-3.1 Protect the quality and scale of the residential 
environment through attention to the appearance of 
new construction including site planning and 
compatible building design. 

Objective 1-5 To limit the intensity and density of development in 
hillside areas. 

Policy 1-5.4 Require that any proposed development be 
designed to enhance and be compatible with 
adjacent development. 

Goal 9 Adequate Community Protection Through a Comprehensive Fire and 
Life Safety Program. 



ZA-2025-2856-CU1-SPPC-HCA-1A          F-11 

 

 

Objective 9-1 Ensure that fire facilities and protective services are 
sufficient for the existing and future population and land 
uses. 

Policy 9-1.1 Promote land use policies that enhance accessibility 
for fire fighting equipment and are compatible with 
effective levels of service. 

Goal 10 To the Extent Feasible and Consistent with the Mobility Plan 2035’s 
and Community Plans’ Policies Promoting Multimodal Transportation 
and Safety, a System of Freeways and Streets that Provides a 
Circulation System Which Supports Existing, Approved, and Planned 
Land Uses While Maintaining a Desired Level of Service at 
Intersections. 

Objective 10-1 To the extent feasible and consistent with the Mobility 
Plan 2035's and the Community Plans' policies 
promoting multi-modal transportation and safety, 
comply with Citywide performance standards for 
acceptable levels of service and ensure that necessary 
road access and street improvements are provided to 
accommodate traffic generated by new development. 

Policy 10-1.2 Design new development projects to minimize 
disturbance to existing traffic flow with proper 
ingress and egress to parking. 

The applicant has indicated that they will provide a 20-foot-wide roadway adjacent to the 
property, in compliance with LAMC Section 12.21 C.10(i)(2), but they have not withdrawn 
the request. As such, the request to grant relief from this requirement is denied. Had the 
applicant not revised their project, this request would have been denied due to the need 
for incremental roadway widening in this area and stated public concerns regarding the 
safety of vehicle and pedestrian use of the existing roadway. 

The project’s proposed two new dwelling units are consistent with the anticipated land use 
for the property. The proposed dwellings are consistent with the requirements and 
limitations of the underlying R1 Zoning of the property, except as requested. The project 
does not maximize the allowed square-footage or height for development on the property 
and is of a scale that is compatible with the surrounding single-family dwellings in the area. 
Together, the project demonstrates conformance with Policies 1-1.1, 1-3.1, and 1-5.4. 

Development of the project will result in an improvement of the adjoining Cliff Drive 
roadway. The roadway widening will be an incremental improvement of the overall Cliff 
Drive public right-of-way, and will result in a measure of increased accessibility for 
emergency response services, in conformance with Policy 9-1.1. 

Roadway widening improvements of the adjoining public roadway will be required prior to 
commencement of construction of the new dwellings. As a result, traffic along Cliff Drive 
will be less impacted by construction activity associated with the new dwellings, and 
vehicle ingress and egress from the new dwellings will similarly benefit from the wider 
public roadway. Finally, the project driveway plans will be required to be reviewed and 
approved by the Department of Transportation to ensure that their location does not result 
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in safety issues affecting traffic along this roadway. As a result, the project is in 
conformance with Policy 10-1.2. 

The property is further located within the Mount Washington/Glassell Park Specific Plan 
area. The project does not propose any deviation from the requirements or limitations of 
the Specific Plan. 

Therefore, as conditioned, the project substantially conforms to the purpose, intent and 
provisions of the General Plan, the applicable community plan, and any specific plan. 

4. The request is in conformity with the public necessity, convenience, general welfare 
and good zoning practice. 

The proposed project is the construction of two new single-family dwellings on a hillside 
lot. As proposed, the project seeks a waiver of the requirements to provide a 20-foot 
roadway width along the property frontage and from the driveway to the boundary of the 
Hillside Area; and relief to allow a zero-foot front yard setback in lieu of minimum 5 feet 
otherwise required. 

The applicant has indicated that they will provide a 20-foot-wide roadway adjacent to the 
property, in compliance with LAMC Section 12.21 C.10(i)(2), but they have not withdrawn 
the request. As such, the request to grant relief from this requirement is denied. Had the 
applicant not revised their project, this request would have been denied due to the need 
for incremental roadway widening in this area and stated public concerns regarding the 
safety of vehicle and pedestrian use of the existing roadway. The applicant has stated that 
they seek both a waiver of a dedication along Cliff Avenue and a waiver from 
improvements other than the roadway width, such as gutter, curb, sidewalk, etc. The 
Zoning Administrator does not have the authority to grant these requests. 

Granting the request for relief from the requirement to provide a minimum 20-foot-wide 
Continuous Paved Roadway from the driveway apron to the boundary of the Hillside Area 
facilitates the development of two new single-family dwellings. Strict enforcement of the 
requirement would burden the applicant with a disproportionate public improvement cost 
as compared to the scope of the project. Further, other similar projects in the area have 
been granted relief from this requirement. 

Due to the curvilinear hillside street pattern and the changing topography, a consistent 
front yard setback does not provide any meaningful sense of developmental consistency 
within the pattern of development along this street. Granting relief from the front yard 
setback requirement allows for a development that is more compatible with the 
surrounding area. The relief is requested due to the steep topography of the lot. Strictly 
observing the setback would result in taller development and the removal of more trees, 
resulting in development that would be less compatible than the requested deviation. 

Granting the requests will allow the development of the property with new dwellings, 
resulting in an incremental increase in the City’s housing supply. Denying the requests 
would result in the development of any residential use upon the property as financially 
infeasible and/or a more negatively impactful dwelling design. As a result, the requests 
are in conformity with the public necessity, convenience, general welfare and good zoning 
practice. 

Additional Roadway Findings 
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5. The vehicular traffic associated with the building or structure will not create an 
adverse impact on street access or circulation in the surrounding neighborhood. 

The proposed project is the construction of two new single-family dwellings on a hillside 
lot. As proposed, the project seeks a waiver of the requirements to provide a 20-foot 
roadway width along the property frontage and from the driveway to the boundary of the 
Hillside Area. 

The applicant has indicated that they will provide a 20-foot-wide roadway adjacent to the 
property, in compliance with LAMC Section 12.21 C.10(i)(2), but they have not withdrawn 
the request. As such, the request to grant relief from this requirement is denied. Had the 
applicant not revised their project, this request would have been denied due to the need 
for incremental roadway widening in this area and stated public concerns regarding the 
safety of vehicle and pedestrian use of the existing roadway. The applicant has stated that 
they seek both a waiver of a dedication along Cliff Avenue and a waiver from 
improvements other than the roadway width, such as gutter, curb, sidewalk, etc. The 
Zoning Administrator does not have the authority to grant these requests. 

A Construction Traffic Management Plan, dated October 2024, reviewed and approved by 
the Department of Transportation on October 21, 2024, has been submitted. 

Vehicular traffic associated with the new dwellings are anticipated to be consistent with 
the intended use of the local street network. 

The Northeast Los Angeles Community Plan designates the property for use and 
development with single-family dwelling uses. The project proposes a use that is 
consistent with that land use designation. The adjoining Cliff Drive roadway will be 
improved to a width of 20 feet along the property frontage. This roadway widening 
improvement will be required prior to the commencement of construction activities 
associated with the dwellings. In doing so, short-term construction activities will be less 
impactful along the roadway. During project construction, the applicant will be required to 
adhere to an approved Construction Traffic Management Plan, regulations of the Hillside 
Construction Regulation District, and additional construction-related conditions tailored to 
the immediate neighborhood. Use and maintenance of the new dwelling will have no 
significant adverse impact on the roadway. The project will provide all required parking 
on-site. Therefore, as conditioned, the vehicular traffic associated with the building or 
structure will not create an adverse impact on street access or circulation in the 
surrounding neighborhood 

6. The building or structure will not be materially detrimental or injurious to the 
adjacent property or improvements. 

The proposed project is the construction of two new single-family dwellings on a hillside 
lot. As proposed, the project seeks a waiver of the requirements to provide a 20-foot 
roadway width along the property frontage and from the driveway to the boundary of the 
Hillside Area. 

The applicant has indicated that they will provide a 20-foot-wide roadway adjacent to the 
property, in compliance with LAMC Section 12.21 C.10(i)(2), but they have not withdrawn 
the request. As such, the request to grant relief from this requirement is denied. Had the 
applicant not revised their project, this request would have been denied due to the need 
for incremental roadway widening in this area and stated public concerns regarding the 
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safety of vehicle and pedestrian use of the existing roadway. The applicant has stated that 
they seek both a waiver of a dedication along Cliff Avenue and a waiver from 
improvements other than the roadway width, such as gutter, curb, sidewalk, etc. The 
Zoning Administrator does not have the authority to grant these requests. 

A Geology and Soils Report Approval Letter, Log # 129125-02, dated August 8, 2024, and 
issued by the Department of Building and Safety, has been submitted. 

Except for the requested waiver of off-site roadway widening improvements and a reduced 
front yard setback, the project is otherwise compliant with the requirements and limitations 
for development within the underlying R1 Zone, on a hillside lot, and the Specific Plan. 
The dwellings will be constructed in accordance with contemporary Building and Fire 
Codes, in addition to other State and Federal regulations. In addition, the applicant has 
volunteered that an existing stormwater drainage system will be replaced, improving 
stormwater drainage from Cliff Drive. Taken as a whole, and as conditioned, the Zoning 
Administrator finds that the buildings and structures will not be materially detrimental or 
injurious to the adjacent property or improvements. 

7. The Building or Structure will not have a materially adverse safety impact on the 
surrounding neighborhood. 

The proposed project is the construction of two new single-family dwellings on a hillside 
lot. As proposed, the project seeks a waiver of the requirements to provide a 20-foot 
roadway width along the property frontage and from the driveway to the boundary of the 
Hillside Area. 

The applicant has indicated that they will provide a 20-foot-wide roadway adjacent to the 
property, in compliance with LAMC Section 12.21 C.10(i)(2), but they have not withdrawn 
the request. As such, the request to grant relief from this requirement is denied. Had the 
applicant not revised their project, this request would have been denied due to the need 
for incremental roadway widening in this area and stated public concerns regarding the 
safety of vehicle and pedestrian use of the existing roadway. The applicant has stated that 
they seek both a waiver of a dedication along Cliff Avenue and a waiver from 
improvements other than the roadway width, such as gutter, curb, sidewalk, etc. The 
Zoning Administrator does not have the authority to grant these requests. 

A Geology and Soils Report Approval Letter, Log # 129125-02, dated August 8, 2024, and 
issued by the Department of Building and Safety, has been submitted. 

Granting a waiver of the requirement to widen the roadway from the project driveway apron 
to the boundary of the Hillside Area will not be materially detrimental or injurious to the 
adjacent property or improvements and will not have a materially adverse safety impact 
on the surrounding neighborhood. 

Strict enforcement of this requirement would result in the relocation of multiple public utility 
poles, existing driveway aprons, and other existing public and private improvements both 
within the public right-of-way and upon private property, and may require the property 
owner to acquire additional private property in order to the accomplish the widening. These 
activities would result in significantly more impacts, for a greater duration of time, on 
affected properties. 

Granting the request to waive roadway widening improvements from the project’s 
driveway apron to the boundary of the Hillside Area results in fewer potential impacts 
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resulting from longer construction impacts on the street itself, as well as the unintended 
consequences resulting from having to negotiate with affected property owners and the 
relocation and reconstruction of existing public and private improvements. 

Except for the requested waiver of off-site roadway widening improvements and a reduced 
front yard setback, the project is otherwise compliant with the requirements and limitations 
for development within the underlying R1 Zone, on a hillside lot, and the Specific Plan. 
The dwellings will be constructed in accordance with contemporary Building and Fire 
Codes, in addition to other State and Federal regulations. The applicant has volunteered 
that the dwelling exteriors will be clad with fire resistant materials that exceed minimum 
requirements. The Cliff Drive roadway, along the property frontage, will be widened to a 
minimum width of 20 feet. Roadway widening will be required prior to commencement of 
construction activities associated with the dwellings in order to minimize impacts to Cliff 
Drive as a result of those activities. In addition, the applicant has volunteered that an 
existing stormwater drainage system will be replaced, improving stormwater drainage from 
Cliff Drive. Therefore, as conditioned, the Buildings and Structures will not have a 
materially adverse safety impact on the surrounding neighborhood. 

8. The site and/or existing improvements make strict adherence to Section 12.21-
C,10(i) of Chapter 1 impractical or infeasible.  

The proposed project is the construction of two new single-family dwellings on a hillside 
lot. As proposed, the project seeks a waiver of the requirements to provide a 20-foot 
roadway width along the property frontage and from the driveway to the boundary of the 
Hillside Area. 

The applicant has indicated that they will provide a 20-foot-wide roadway adjacent to the 
property, in compliance with LAMC Section 12.21 C.10(i)(2), but they have not withdrawn 
the request. As such, the request to grant relief from this requirement is denied. Had the 
applicant not revised their project, this request would have been denied due to the need 
for incremental roadway widening in this area and stated public concerns regarding the 
safety of vehicle and pedestrian use of the existing roadway. The applicant has stated that 
they seek both a waiver of a dedication along Cliff Avenue and a waiver from 
improvements other than the roadway width, such as gutter, curb, sidewalk, etc. The 
Zoning Administrator does not have the authority to grant these requests. 

Other projects in the area have been granted relief from off-site roadway widening 
requirements to the boundary of the Hillside Area. 

From the southwestern corner of the subject property on Cliff Avenue, to the intersection 
of Tacoma Avenue and Isabel Street, where the roadway width is 20 feet or greater, 
Tacoma Avenue measures approximately 1,033 feet in length. This curvilinear hillside 
public right-of-way is generally 30 feet wide, with a widening flare to 50 feet near the 
intersection of Tacoma Avenue and Isabel Street. A 20-foot-wide roadway can be 
accommodated within the existing public right-of-way. The existing roadway within this 
span is irregularly improved, with segments that may have a 20-foot-wide roadway, but is 
mostly improved to a roadway width of less than 20 feet. Along this span of roadway, there 
are 28 lots which front on Tacoma Drive. 10 of these lots are vacant. All of the lots are 
zoned for single-family residential use. 

Strict adherence to the requirement to ensure a 20-foot wide Continuous Paved Roadway 
from the project’s driveway apron to the boundary of the Hillside Area is impractical and 
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infeasible. Compliance would necessitate securing the compliance and consent of all 
affected property owners between the subject property and the Hillside Area boundary. 
The participation of the other property owners is necessary in order for the applicant to 
obtain necessary dedications or easements, relocate and replace affected existing private 
improvements such as driveways, retaining walls, and fences, and relocate and replace 
affected public infrastructure such as public utility poles. The financial costs of such an 
endeavor would quickly render the project infeasible. Further, if any individual affected 
private property owner declines to facilitate the roadway widening effort, the Applicant 
would not be able to comply with the requirement, they would need to seek this relief. To 
require the applicant to provide these substantial off-site improvements to the public right-
of-way would be disproportionate to the scope of the project and its impact on the existing 
roadway infrastructure. For these reasons, the site and/or existing improvements make 
strict adherence to Section 12.21-C,10(i) of Chapter 1 impractical or infeasible. 

Additional Setback Finding 

9. The reduction in yards will not be materially detrimental to the public welfare or 
injurious to the adjacent property or improvements. 

The proposed project is the construction of two new single-family dwellings on a hillside 
lot. As proposed, the project seeks relief to allow a zero-foot front yard setback in lieu of 
minimum 5 feet otherwise required. 

According to information submitted by the applicant: 

The current perimeter frontage totals 59% of the total perimeter of the property. 
This is due to the highly irregular site conditions rendering the property boundary 
as two perpendicular side lot lines and one extensive front lot line. A 5ft front yard 
setback would eliminate 14% of the buildable area ([Gross Lot Area – {Dedication 
+ Side Lot Line Setbacks + Sewer Easement}] / [Gross Lot Area – {Dedication + 
Side Lot Line Setbacks + Sewer Easement + Front Yard Setback}]), and with that 
a substantial portion of the existing, highly buildable flat area. Due to this 
diminished size and the required protection and management of the protected and 
significant trees, such guidelines in themselves would all physically preclude the 
construction of two 800sqft units as enforced in SB-9. 

The development respects a 3ft dedication requirement and carefully situates both 
units on the property to utilize the existing flat area of the site advantageously. This 
avoids undue structural surcharging on the downhill residences, minimizes grading 
quantities, and reduces construction impact on the neighborhood by limiting haul 
routes. Increasing the stand off from the existing property line with additional 5ft 
would negatively impact neighboring properties without providing significant 
environmental benefits. 

The larger and longer unit, Cliff Residence South, maintains a natural separation, 
approximately 12ft on average, from the widened street due to the site’s irregular 
shape and topography. This demonstrates that an additional front yard setback 
requirement would provide minimal aesthetic or environmental benefits. Similarly, 
Cliff Residence North preserves a 6ft separation from the street after widening, 
ensuring that the protected oak tree’s canopy remains unharmed by the front yard 
setback requirement. 
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The applicant has clarified that should a dedication be taken along Cliff Avenue, the project 
will require a zero-foot front yard setback; if no dedication is taken, then the project 
requires relief to allow a 3-foot front yard setback. It is noted that the Zoning Administrator 
has no authority to waive a dedication requirement. 

The applicant’s request to allow relief from the otherwise required minimum 5-foot front 
yard setback has merit. The property is located along a significant bend in the roadway, 
which negates any attempt to preserve a sense of similar or consistent front yard setback 
along Cliff Drive. Due to the local topography, the setback provides no meaningful buffer 
from the outer edge of public improvements along Cliff Drive to the front of the proposed 
development. Further, the proposed reduced setback is limited in span, and will not apply 
to the entirety of the front yard. Strictly enforcing the setback would relocate the proposed 
dwellings farther downhill, jeopardizing the project’s ability to meet other zoning and 
Specific Plan limitations for development on the property. 

Despite observing a reduced front yard setback, the project contains no element that 
projects into the public right-of-way and proposes no use that would be in conflict with use 
of the roadway. Should the project be required to provide a gutter, curb, and sidewalk, 
these improvements would buffer the roadway from the front of the dwellings. If these 
additional improvements are not required, then it is likely that there will be a physical 
separation between the edge of the roadway and the dwelling, due to the existing steep 
drop in elevation. The adjoining properties to the east and the south of the subject property 
would not have a widened roadway, and therefore, it would be unlikely that vehicles 
passing along this portion of Cliff Drive would meaningfully increase their travel speed. 
Further, the site development has been designed so that the northwesterly corner of the 
property is open and clear so that on-coming traffic could be seen more easily along this 
tight turn. As such, the Zoning Administrator finds that the reduction in yards will not be 
materially detrimental to the public welfare or injurious to the adjacent property or 
improvements. 

Project Permit Compliance Findings 

10. The project substantially complies with the applicable regulations, findings, 
standards, and provisions of the specific plan. 

a. Floor Area. Per the Mount Washington/Glassell Park Specific Plan Ordinance 
floor area is based on a prescribed formula for properties that are greater than or 
equal to 5,000 square feet in size, but less than 10,000 square feet in size, by 
using the following equation: 0.50 – {[(Lot Area – 5,000) X 0.10] ÷ 5,000}. For this 
project, the lot size is 9,305.80 square feet, and therefore, the allowable maximum 
floor area ratio based on the formula is 0.43 to 1. The maximum floor area allowed 
is 3,696.43 square feet. Cliff Residence South measures approximately 2,380.78 
square feet, including an attached parking and Cliff Residence North measures 
approximately 1,313.05 square feet, including a detached parking area for a total 
floor area of approximately 3,693.83 square feet. Therefore, the subject project 
would not exceed the FAR maximum allowance specified in this section of the 
Mount Washington/Glassell Park Specific Plan. 

b. Building Height and Stepback Distances. The proposed height of Cliff 
Residence South will be 35 feet 9 inches, and the proposed height of Cliff 
Residence North will be 29 feet 2 inches, which meet the 45-foot limitation imposed 
by the Specific Plan. The buildings are setback in accordance with the building 
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stepback height limitations and are in compliance with the requirements of the 
Specific Plan. As proposed, Cliff Residence South and Cliff Residence North meet 
the building stepback requirements that state that no portion of the building shall 
exceed 15 feet in height within the first six (6) feet of the front property line and 
that no portion of the building shall exceed 24 feet in height within six to 12 feet of 
the front property line.  

c. Prevailing Front Yard Setback. The Mount Washington/Glassell Park Specific 
Plan’s Prevailing Front Yard Setback provision does not apply because there are 
not at least two remaining lots for the calculation and so the proposed project’s 
minimum front yard setback will be required as in the applicable LAMC Sections. 
Pursuant to LAMC Section 12.21 C.10(a) of Chapter 1, the required front yard 
setback is five (5) feet, and the proposed dwellings propose a zero (0) foot front 
yard setback through the request for relief via a Class 1 Conditional Use. 

d. Off-street Automobile Parking Requirements. The property currently fronts a 
Substandard Hillside Limited Street that is not fully improved. The project includes 
a covered parking area for each proposed dwelling, which provides one (1) 
covered space for each dwelling and one (1) additional uncovered space for Cliff 
Residence South. Pursuant to LAMC Section 12.21 C.10. of Chapter 1 a third 
(uncovered) parking space is required if the floor area exceeds 2,400 square feet, 
(floor area for parking is calculated per definition of floor area pursuant to Section 
12.03 of the LAMC). The project does exceed 2,400 square feet, as calculated by 
12.03 of LAMC. However, per Senate Bill 9, the project shall be required to provide 
one (1) covered parking space per new unit. The project has been conditioned to 
comply with applicable sections of the LAMC and requirements of the Department 
of Building and Safety.  

e. Public Health and Safety. Haul routes are required only when the removal of 
earth from on-site exceeds 1,000 cubic yards. The proposed project will export 
zero (0) cubic yards of soil from the subject site, and therefore, the project is 
compliant with Section 6.E of the Mount Washington/Glassell Park Specific Plan 
and the LAMC. 

f. Landscaping and preservation, relocation, and removal of native and 
significant trees. Julio Matos, consulting Arborist (#WE-9101A) indicated there 
are three (3) Protected Trees and three (3) Significant Trees on site. No on-site 
Protected Trees and one (1) Significant Tree are proposed for removal as part of 
the project. There is one (1) Protected Street Tree. The one (1) Protected Street 
Tree is proposed for removal. The project shall provide Replacement Trees per 
the Code for the one (1) Protected Street Tree being removed. One (1) 
Replacement Tree will be planted on a 1:1 ratio for the one (1) Significant Tree 
being removed. This Tree Report was reviewed by the Urban Forestry Division on 
September 16, 2025. 

g. The architectural design elements of the front and rear building elevations 
vary from the adjacent buildings. The Mount Washington/Glassell Park Specific 
Plan requires variation of design including façade articulation and design of 
differing materials, architectural details and location of windows, doors, columns, 
and balconies, facades that modulate with offsets or curves, insets and use of a 
variety of roof treatments, including roof type, shape and pitch and that such 
variation distinguishes it from homes on either side. The architectural plans 
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attached to the subject file indicate that the architectural design elements will vary 
from the adjacent buildings based on the requirements of Section 8 for single-
family design variation outlined in the Specific Plan. 

The proposed designs of Cliff Residence South and Cliff Residence North are 
modern in style. Both residences incorporate a light-colored stucco or similar 
exterior finish with metal roofing. Cliff Residence South, the larger of the two 
proposed residences, includes an inset primary entrance, varied roof pitches, and 
multiple facade projections that create architectural variation. The design also 
incorporates balconies with glazing, which contributes to visual transparency along 
elevations. Cliff Residence North still modern in style maintains a more 
symmetrical and rectangular massing with a flatter roof. The proposed design 
incorporates select architectural projections and large-scale windows, particularly 
along the east elevation which provides modulation and greater transparency.  

The property directly south at 3578 Tacoma Avenue is located on a down-sloping 
lot. The primary dwelling is not visible from the right-of-way, but the garage is. The 
garage features a contemporary style with a traditional gabled roof, dark colored 
stucco finish, and black garage door and trim.  

As proposed, the architectural elevations and sections are in conformance with the 
Design Variation standards contained in Section 8-C of the Mount 
Washington/Glassell Park Specific Plan. 

11. The project incorporates mitigation measures, monitoring measures when 
necessary, or alternatives identified in the environmental review, which would 
mitigate the negative environmental effects of the project, to the extent physically 
feasible. 

It is determined that based on the whole of the administrative record, the project is exempt 
from CEQA pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15303, Class 3 for one 
single-family residence, or a second dwelling unit in a residential zone, and there is no 
substantial evidence demonstrating that an exception pursuant to CEQA Guidelines, 
Section 15300.2 applies. 

ADDITIONAL MANDATORY FINDINGS 

12. Flood Hazard. The National Flood Insurance Program rate maps, which are a part of the 
Flood Hazard Management Specific Plan adopted by the City Council by Ordinance No. 
172,081, have been reviewed and it has been determined that this project is located in 
Zone X, areas determined to be outside the 0.2% annual chance flood plain. 

 


